Surname 5

My Current Theology
How I ‘Do’ Theology
My theology is centered on Jesus Christ, and epistemically founded on the biblical considerations that Christ was, and still is the revelation of God to humanity.  I believe that the bible is the principal theological norm, whose understanding can best be revealed to me by the Holy Spirit of God. My reason for this approach is because there is no comparison between humans and God, or the bible and any other book. As such, the understanding of the bible cannot be shaped by human elements, but rather by Spiritual elements. Human intellectual can comprehend worldly things, but not spiritual things. As such, for humans to understand the scriptures, they must be led by the Holy Spirit. This belief shapes how I live in that I rely on the Holy Spirit of God, and my personal relationship and faith in Christ, to understand the will of God through the Scriptures, and to act in accordance to that will. 
God
I believe that God is an omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient and omnibenevolent.  He is outside of time and immanent though His Son Jesus and the Holy Spirit. I believe this because the omnibenevolent nature of God is depicted by the sacrifice of His Son Jesus to die for all sinners. My personal relationship with God has taught me that there is nothing that escapes the eye of God. God, being the creator and controller of time He is definitely outside time. Nature itself, myself as a creation of God, my fruitful relationship and fellowship with God, are all testimonies of the nature of God in my life. 
My belief in the nature of God plays a major role in my life. For instance, my belief in the immanent nature of God through Jesus and the Holy Spirit makes it possible for me to have a personal relationship and fellowship with God. My believe in an omnipotent God makes me assured that God will enable me to face all the tribulations of this life. His omniscient nature assures me that He knows, has a good reason, and is in control of everything that is happening in my life. 
The Bible
I believe that for a Christian, the Bible is the basic theological norm. It is a pillar, and a source of hope. Personally, I deem the bible as authoritative, and inspired by the Holy Spirit. I believe that the bible, being spiritually inspired, is best interpreted through the help of the Holy Spirit. The major distinction between the Old Testament and the New Testament is that the Old Testament is based on law, while the New Testament is based on grace. However, both testaments portray Christ as the Savior, and the only arbitrator between God and humans. 
My belief in the bible is significantly based on a personal encounter. By reading the bible, and seeking of the Holy Spirit for its interpretation, I have been able to strengthen my faith, and have a revelation of God, and my relationship with Him. The life of Christ itself, His death and resurrection as described in the bible have had a significant meaning, in establishing a boundary between the New Testament, and the Old Testament. 
My believe regarding the inspiration of the bible helps me to live as the Spirit leads, and rely on Him as a teacher of God’s will through the Bible. Believing that the Bible is an authoritative guide increases my desire to live a biblically and objectively inspired life. The distinction between the old and the New Testament liberates me from the law, and ushers me to grace, thus strengthening the belief in gracious righteousness, which yields the gift of eternal life. 



Sin
According to me sin is going against the will of God. Sin separates humans from God, and its consequences are eternal suffering. I believe that people sin because of unbelief. The major difference between a sinner and a believer is that sinners act without the reverence of God. While the nature of humans is sinful, the death of Christ gives humans a Christian nature, which is able to resist sin. As such, the force of sin does not outweigh humans’ ability to overcome it. 
 My opinion of sin is derived from the description of sin in the bible, and the contradictory nature of sin to that of righteousness. The belief in eternal life for the righteous, and the eternal anguish of the sinners also shapes my belief of sin. The bible says that all have run short of the glory of God. But those who believe in Christ are declared righteous; not because they do not sin, but because the atonement for their sins have already been paid. It follows that, sin is a result of disbelief, but those who have faith in Christ are able to resist sin.
My personal perception of sin has shaped my life in various ways. For instance, I understand that as a human being, I sin, but if I believe in the death and resurrection of Christ for the atonement of sin, then I am always righteous. I am also able to explain salvation to nonbelievers, who hold the notion that salvation means that a believer should not commit any sins. My believe also reinforces my belief of eternal life, in knowing that though I may sometimes fall into sin as a believer, I am still righteous  because of the Blood of Christ.
Jesus of Nazareth 
According to me, Jesus of Nazareth is my personal savior. He is atonement for my sins, and my guarantee for an eternal life. His willingness to establish and sustain a personal relationship with me, as inadequate as I am, assures me of his enduring love. His death and resurrections should be interpreted as a loving and priceless sacrifice, which guarantees every human of salvation and eternal life if and only if they believe in Christ, His death and resurrection. God’s relationship with Christ is that of a Father and a Son.
My opinion about Jesus Christ is shaped by the biblical description of Christ, and my belief in His death and resurrection. The sacrifice of death and the ability to have a fellowship with Christ has brought out His loving nature in my life. The purpose of His death has influenced my interpretation of Christ’s death and resurrection. Also, while Christ is indeed equal to God, He behaves towards God with obedience and humility, thus bringing out the Father- Son relationship.
My personal believe about Christ shapes my life in many ways. For instance, His loving nature obligates me as a Christian to mimic his unlimited love, not only towards God, but also humans. My interpretation of His death and resurrection assures me of my inheritance of eternal life. The relationship between God and Christ motivates me to behave in obedience and humility, despite knowing that as a co-heir with Christ, and a legitimate Son of God, through salvation and faith, I am equal with Christ.
Wesleyan Position
The Wesleyan position on “Doing” theology is based on four theological norms namely the bible, the Church tradition, rationality, and experience. Wesleyan considers the bible as the foundation of theology, while the three elements aid in the clarification and interpretation of the bible message in an objective manner and the aim of doing theology.  In regard to the nature of God, Wesleyans believe God exhibits unlimited power, knowledge, wisdom, love, and that He is all seeing. Regarding the bible, the holy scriptures are inspired. They infallibly express word of God. They believe that both the new and the Old Testament indicate that Jesus is the source of eternal life, and the only arbitrator between God and humans. Wesleyans believe that the Holy Spirit helps humans to do in accordance to God’s word.  
 In regard to sin Wesleyans recognizes the sinful nature of man, but also the saving grace of God, through the death and resurrection of Jesus, which is given to all human beings, and enables them to overcome the sinful their nature. In regard to Jesus Christ, Wesleyans believe that His death on the cross was an atonement of the original and the subsequent sins of humankind. As such, those who believe in Jesus’ atoning death are made right with God. They believe that his resurrection is an assurance of eternal life after the death of believers.
Conclusion
Personally, my learning in this semester has widened my theological perspective. For instance, I always thought that God is always transcendent. However, I have realized that God is made immanent through Christ and the Holy Spirit. This realization has made me aware of my ability to build a close friendship, and fellowship with God, through Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Also, in regard to sin, I have always felt guilty after sinning and even after asking God for forgiveness. However, I have learnt that even though I sin, my believe in the atoning death of Jesus declares me righteous. I have also learnt that it is my faith and belief in Christ, and not my actions that will give me eternal life. I have understood the connection between the New and the Old Testaments, and their focus on “Jesus as the savior and the only arbitrator between God and humans.” Indeed it has been a wonderful learning experience.




