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In his poem “Bitter Fruit”, Meeropol brings out the darkest mental picture of the treatment of the African slaves. The tone of the poem can be described as dark and heartbreaking. Meeropol’s diction brings out a strong effect of imagery, which further helps him to appeal to the emotions of the reader. This paper will explore how Meeropol’s use of figurative language enhances the significance of the message he wishes to convey, or the mental picture he wishes to paint on the readers mind.
In the first stanza, the poet creates a picture that remains implanted on the readers mind. While the reader cannot fully comprehend the strange tree described in the first line, the “blood on the leaves and blood on the root” of this tree coveys the gloomy tone of the poem, and draws the attention of the reader (1.2). The setting of the poem (southern), gives a hint to the reader of what Meeropol could be talking about. The reader can now recognize the “strange tree hanging from the polar trees” as the lynching of the African slave (1.4). In this stanza, Meeropol has tactfully used diction and figures of speech, to paint a clear image of the horrific nature of lynching f the African slaves
While moving to the second stanza, the reader’s emotions have already been awakened. The reader can visualize the agonizing and horrendous state of the slaves, hanging on the trees, with bulging eyes and twisted mouth (2.2). The image is horrific and haunting. While the last stanza contains less horrific descriptions, Meeropol has metaphorically summed not only the position, but also the overall status of the hanged slaves, whom he figuratively describes as the fruit and crop. They go goes unmarked in death; as in life.
Indeed, in the “Bitter Fruit”, Meeropol has successfully used figurative language to paint a clear picture of the devastating and horrific reality of lynching, and the general nature of slavery.
