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Homeschooling is a Viable Approach to Education
	In 2016, around 2.3 million children of school-going age in the US were being homeschooled (Ray 1). Still, the rate of homeschooling in the US is growing at the rate of around 8% every year. In the same line, around 3.4 million American adults have gone through homeschooling, for at least one year of their kindergarten to grade 12 educations. As such, cumulatively, around 5.7 million Americans have gone through homeschooling (1). Despite the increasing number of homeschooled children, a lot of controversies revolves around the subject. 	
	Those who support homeschooling argue that it offers the child a personalized academic attention, which the teachers in the traditional schools cannot be able to offer due to the huge number of students and other administrative and political pressures. In addition, the proponents of homeschooling cite the superior educational outcomes for the homeschooled children. They feel that any parent would make the best educational choice for their children. On the other hand, the opponents of the practice argue that homeschooling hinders the social, emotional and psychological development of the children. In the same line, they argue that homeschooled children are more likely to be subjected to abuse, given that they are taught in isolation. Still, the opponents of homeschooling fear that the parents who homeschooled might not meet the recommended education standards and they have the freedom to teach their children everything that they wish. Indeed, scholarly studies have revealed that the benefits of homeschooling as cited by the proponents are achievable, but only in a conducive and safe environment. As such, this paper upholds homeschooling but urges the government to play an active role in the practice in order to ensure that the homeschooled children are not subjected to abuse or an unfavorable environment.  
	According to Ray b, from the beginning of the historical period, learning took place at home.  However, in the late 19th-century, most governments started introducing institutionalized education. As a result, most children were taught at school and homeschooling was almost wiped out, especially in the developed nations. However, the trend of homeschooling is taking shape in the modern world. Also, in the past, modern homeschooling was commonly practiced by the affluent white families. However, the practice has been embraced by the mainstream families in America. Also, the marginalized groups in America have also embraced homeschooling.  Besides, homeschooling is a practice that is being adopted in most parts of the world (85). However, the people’s perceptions regarding the practice have never converged. 
	The concerns of the opponents of homeschooling are not completely unwarranted. For instance, there is limited government regulation and supervision of homeschooling in the US. As a matter of fact, West noted that most of the states in America do not require homeschooling children to register. Equally, most of the states do not require the children who are being homeschooled to conduct standardized tests. Similarly, the government does not consider if the adult conducting the homeschooling is certified or qualified to teach (9).  Due to this situation, the parents are given the discretion to decide on every element of the child’s education including what to teach and how to teach. 
	In the same line, the opponents of homeschooling argue that the practice hinders the social, emotional and psychological development of the children. However, a research review conducted by Medlin revealed that the homeschooled students engage in more socializing activities that their peers in the traditional schools. This is because, they are more likely to engage in social activities such as sports, cooperative classes, religious activities as well as other communal activities. By participating in these activities, the homeschooled children are in fact, likely to socialize with diverse age groups as compared to their peers in the traditional schools (293). However, in cases where the parents are fundamentalists, they might limit the children’s socializing time (Joyce 1). This could have detrimental effects on the emotional, social and psychological development of the child. 
	Still, while there have been numerous cases of abuse posted in homeschooling websites, research indicates that the chances of abuse between the homeschooled children and the children taught in the conventional schools are equal (Ray b 92). However, West argues that the isolated environment that the homeschooled children grow up in exposes them to higher chances of unreported and unnoticed physical abuse. Besides, he argues that limited government involvement in the homeschooling practice removes the homeschooled children from a platform where their abuse could be identified (9). Nonetheless, research statistics have not revealed significant differences in the cases of abuse between the homeschooled and school going children.
 	On the other hand, proponents of homeschooling cite better performance for the homeschooled children. Indeed, a research conducted by Martin-Chang, Gould, and Meuse indicated that homeschooled children performed better in self-developed tests than their counterparts in the traditional schools. This performance was attributed to small class size and personalized teaching. However, the same research revealed that the performance of the homeschooled children who experienced unstructured learning did not vary significantly from that of school going children (195). Notably, the undivided love and attention while instructing a homeschooled child yields academic benefits. Conversely, the teachers in the traditional schools have to cater for a large number of children. As such, they may not afford to use an individualized approach. Besides, they might not fully comprehend the needs of each child, as it is the case for the parents teaching the children at home.
	Certainly, the supporters and those against homeschooling have well-supported debate to back their perceptions. It is clear that when offered in a structured way, and in a conducive environment, homeschooling could yield positive academic and social outcomes. On the contrary, when homeschooling parents use unstructured teaching methods, or they expose the children to abuse or hostile conditions, the benefits of homeschooling cannot be achieved. As a matter of fact, such a scenario could yield detrimental impacts on the learning and development of the child. As a result, this paper argues that homeschooling is a viable educational option, which has more academic and social benefits as compared to the traditional schooling. However, for the benefits to be achieved, the government has to step up and take a leading role in ensuring the security of the homeschooled children. 
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