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Blood Diamond
	Blood Diamond is a 2006 film which depicts the story of illegal diamond deals and their close connection to the civil war in Sierra Leone. The producer and director of the film is Edward Zwick. The plot of the movie is set against the backdrop of the civil war in Sierra Leone. It plot entails the story of Danny Archer; who is a South African mercenary and Solomon Vandy who is a fisherman in a local village called Mende. Both characters meet in prison where Archer, who had been imprisoned for smuggling learns that Vandy who had been taken as a slave to work in the diamond mines was in possession of a rare diamond which could have changed their lives. As such, in return for the diamond, Archer promises to assist Vandy to reconnect with his family. The adventure of these two men and the American journalist Maddy Bowen is uncovered in the story. However, the movie is characterized by intense violence and numerous social evils including child labor, slavery, prostitution, abuse, racialism among others. Accordingly, this paper will analyze the Blood Diamond movie in relation to the social evils depicted in the movie.
	The blood diamond movie is characterized by intense violence in the quest for the precious stones. The movie starts in a family setting where a seemingly happy family is going through their morning activities. However, later in the day, the peace and happiness in the family is suddenly disrupted when the Revolution United Front (RUF) armed rebels arrive in the village and cause havoc. The defenseless women and children are shot dead as they try to escape. 
	On the other hand, young boys and men are captured alive, but what befalls them is even worse. Some of them have their hands chopped off, while others are spared so that they can be transported to work as slaves in the diamond mines. The incident is terrifying as the militia sarcastically asks the terrified boys if they prefer their hands to be chopped “long sleeve or short sleeve” (Zwick). The rebels do not hesitate to shoot those who try to escape this terrifying incident. In these incidents, the dignity of humans and their paramount right to live are completely ignored as the villagers are subjected to unwarranted injustice and violence.
	More violence is witnessed in the mines, where the enslaved workers are killed in cold blood if they are suspected of hiding the diamond. Elsewhere when the colonel violently attacks the diamond mines, he goes there in the name of the government assignment to wipe out the rebels in the camp. However, he had gone to the camp with his own greedy motives of recovering the pink diamond. As a matter of fact, the stance of the government in whole scenario cannot be well understood. Irony is depicted when the government hires the same man who had been supplying the RFU rebels with  warfare arms and other resources is contracted by the government to conduct an operation against the rebels.
	During the time of the attack, most of the people at the diamond mines were the child soldiers. It is understandable that the colonel could not have cared about the child soldiers; and therefore he attacked them from the air killing most of them. However, it was the duty of the government to protect the child soldiers in the first places and protect them from being recruited into the revolution united form. Given that the colonel had been contracted by the government to perform this attack, one is left to wonder how much the government cared for the child soldiers. Instead of rescuing them from the RFU, the government is interested in obliges an operation that wiped out the rebel soldiers together with the RFU rebels.  
	Indeed, just as the name of the movie suggests, the Blood Diamond depicts a “man eat man society”; where the greed for the diamond has overcome the humanity in men. For instance, Archer is ready to help Solomon to find his family. But his motive is compelled by greed rather than compassion; he is asking for the pink diamond in return for his service. Also, Maddy agrees to help Archer to trace Solomon’s family in exchange for the information regarding the London cartels that were buying the conflict diamond. Even though her intentions are good, and she means well for Solomon, she also uses the opportunity to blackmail Archer so that he could reveal the information about illicit gold cartels in London.  In the same manner, Archer and the colonel are ready to eliminate each other in order to be the sole owner of the pink diamond.
	 However, in all these conflicts, it is the Sierra Leone citizens who suffer the most. Destitution is depicted on the faces of the citizens. There are human corpses lying all over the streets. There are various scenes that depict burnt down villages.  Displaced persons are loitering all over the country, at the mercy of the rebels and without any form of protection from the government. In addition, families have been separated, and the mothers are desperately crying out for their dead or vulnerable children who have been taken by force to be recruited into the RFU. The civilians who are supposed to benefit most from the diamonds are instead dying because of it. The whole country is in a grave calamity.
	The diamond trade seems to have caused an obsession that has resulted in absolute moral decay, not only in Sierra Leon but also in the international arena. For instance, when Archer is getting out of his hotel room, a young girl begs him to buy her prostitution services, convincing him that she is safe since she is HIV free. When Archer is not convinced, she changes her approach and tells him that she knows where he could get nice diamonds. However, Archer pushes her away. This scene also depicts the streets of Sierra Leone dotted with young girls who are practicing prostitution in broad daylight. This is a depiction of how the blood diamonds of Sierra Leone have contributed to moral decay. Conversely, corruption is depicted when Archer who was caught red-handed while smuggling gold is released from prison while Solomon and others who had no offense remain in jail. 
	In the same line, after his release from prison, the viewer learns that Archer had been collaborating with certain cartels in London in the illicit diamond trade. However, the involved parties in London had denied any connections with archer after learning that he had been caught while smuggling diamond to Liberia. In the same line, there is a dirty business revolving around the government and the rebels. The colonel who is also a smuggler has been contracted by the government to remove the rebels from the diamond mines. Ironically, it is the colonel who sells the rebels the guns and other war equipment in exchange for the diamond. However, after being contracted, the colonel would get the guns that he had sold to the rebels from them. After the colonel has succeeded in bringing down the rebels, he would probably get a mining dispensation from the government. This is a depiction of tyranny. 
	There is also a depiction of racism in the movie. For instance, when Solomon is released from jail, he is shown living inside a ruined car in a slum neighborhood inhabited by poor Sierra Leone civilians. On the contrary, all the white characters in the movie are living in fansy housing. For instance, the colonel is living in a vast beautiful landscape. Still, immediately after the African slum’s scene, the following scene depicts well-off white characters coming out of a luxurious hotel and being attended by African servants. 
	In the same line, in order to convince him to reveal the information about the pink diamond, Archer informs Solomon that he knows people who could help him “white people.” He unapologetically confirms to Solomon that without his help he would just be like any other ordinary African man. This is a depiction of the position of the whites and the blacks in an African country. It is a depiction of racial profiling. Indeed, these scenes can also be interpreted to depict colonialism whereby the Sierra Leoneans lead a miserable life, at the expense of the foreigners in their country.
	Among the worst depictions in the Blood Diamond movie is the recruitment of the child soldiers. The children are subjected to inhuman conditions in the rebel camps. They are made to sleep cramped together on the floor while naked. The already vulnerable children are first beaten up and made to believe that their family members were all dead. This move is meant to frighten them and to make them accept the rebels as their only family, and to conform to their commands. They are then brainwashed and turned against their parents, the government, as well as the society at large. In their vulnerability, they are compelled to believe that the whole world has turned against them, and the only people who care for them or understand them is the RUF. 
	The worst part of the recruitment process is when they are blindfolded and asked to shoot on the wall. Deception is depicted because; instead of shooting on the wall, a live man is made to stand in front of the wall, and thus the child soldier thinking that they are shooting on the wall ends up killing a man. Their childhood is taken away from them, and at a tender age, they are forced to become violent “men.” This scene depicts the highest level of moral decay, injustice, and violence among the RUF militias. 
	In conclusion, the Blood Diamond movie is a depiction of ultimate social calamity where the greed for diamond has replaced humanity. Violence from the random rebels’ attacks and the counter attacks from the government soldiers live many people dead. Others have their limbs amputated for no good reason. But the root of all this evil is diamond. The smuggling of diamond has enabled the rebels to acquire all the resources they need to keep the country at war. While the international buyers are aware of the outcomes of their purchase of the illegal diamonds, they are more concerned about the profits rather than the lives of the Sierra Leoneans. Indeed, the bloody diamonds have led to intense bloodshed and calamity in Sierra Leon. 
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