War, Peacemaking and Military Intervention 1

War, Peacemaking and Military Intervention 11





WAR, PEACEMAKING AND MILITARY INTERVENTION
By (name)




Course:
Tutor:
Institution:
Location of the Institution:
Date:





War, Peacekeeping and Military Intervention
Introduction
Yemen is one of the poorest countries in Asia. The state is located south-west of the Arabian Peninsula with its neighboring countries being Saudi Arabia, Gulf of Aden, Oman and the Red Sea. The state has been distressed by the war between the forces faithful to the legislature of President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi and the partners to the Houthi revolt development. Approximately 8600 people have died while more than 50000 others have been injured since 2015 (Lackner, 2014 pp. 2050-2056). Also, more than 20 million have been left in need of humanitarian aid that has created the world's largest emergency regarding food security. Many attribute the war to the failure in the political change that was intended to bring security to Yemen. The previous president, Ali Abdullah Saleh had to transfer his powers to his deputy Mr. Hadi in 2011 in a bid to bring peace and stability to the country. However, the president has been faced with numerous problems that include attacks by al-Qaeda troops, separatist movement from the south, corruption, high unemployment rates, food insecurity and a continuing loyalty of the military to their former leader Mr. Saleh. 
The Causes of War
In most cases, a war begins as a result of a clash between aggressive states (Waltz, 2010 pp. 6-12). The 2015 crisis in Yemen is traceable to president Ali Abd Salih systems after he came to power. He builds strong security and defense forces that were led by his family and loyal associates. Additionally, he mobilized the support of the powerful Hashid tribe and coopted tribal and the local leaders into patronage networks. This led to the isolation of the non-participants. The tactics of divide and rule led to the weakening of his government and division of the state that led him to be overthrown by his deputy Mr. Hadi. 
However, the government of the new president was also faced with numerous problems such as high unemployment rates, attacks by al-Qaeda and massive corruption. These weaknesses in the president’s government led to the Houthi movement taking advantage by having control of the northern heartland of Saada province and the neighboring regions. The Houthi had launched a series of attacks during the reign of president Saleh but were unsuccessful. However, due to Mr. Hadi’s weaknesses in leadership, the rebel group was able to take control of the northern Saada province. The war became serious when the ordinary Yemenis joined the rebel group after being frustrated by the lack of proper reforms following the removal of Saleh from power.
The Houthi accused the government of Yemen of failing to build adequate infrastructure in the country, lack of provision of water and electricity to the locals in the state. They also felt that the government was threatening the future of Zaidism through imposing the doctrines of Saudi Arabia in Sadaa. They felt that the government was treating them as second-class citizens. This led them to start the rebellions that have long led to a civil war in the country. When people feel their rights are being overstepped by the government, they tend to rebel against the authorities (Diamond, 2017).
The rebel group got the support of the former president. They were able to take control of the capital Saana in 2015. Additionally, they put president Hadi under house arrest till he escaped to the south of Yemen. During this time the rebel group attempted to take control over the whole country. Hadi fled to Saudi Arabia’s capital to hold talks with the government. At the same time, the government of Saudi Arabia began bombing Yemen in a bid to support Hadi’s ousted government. Hadi returned to Yemen in September 2015 backed by forces from Saudi Arabia. He tried to recapture the city of Aden. At the same time, the Houthi became more powerful as they had support from the Iranian government. This led to a civil war between Iran and Saudi Arabia in Yemen. The conflict between the two governments has led to the emergence of dozens of the local militia that fight for or against the Houthis. The militia groups are made of youths who have been participants in the Arab Spring protests. The war has become worse as the al-Qaeda are taking advantage of the weaknesses in Yemen. This has led to complications in the conflict as local, regional and international parties compete for influence.
Each party involved in the war is trying to gain control. The Saudi Arabian government has been condemned for the bombing of the civilian region using their air-based military. For example, at a quarry in Saana, the Saudi-led coalition has bombed the area 53 times. During one strike at the main entrance, the bomb killed 15 people.

The Coalition between Yemen and Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia has contributed funds towards the war in Yemen to cater for the expenses during and after the conflicts. In a meeting in Washington, the government of Saudi stated that they had contributed around 10 billion dollars that were meant to cater for the post-war rebuilding (Bjola, 2009 pp. 2-26). Additionally, the former president proposed talks with Saudi Arabia after his rebel group had a split during the war. This left hundreds of people died during the famine. Saleh agreed to turn the page and hold serious talks with the Saudis coalition to end the war that had been crippling the economy of Yemen for years. The announcement by the former president led to the death of hundreds. The move by Mr. Saleh is important as it brings a split to the rebel group weakening their powers in Yemen.
However, the coalition between the former president and the Saudi Arabia’s government proved to be a strategic failure since there were leaked emails that revealed the minister of defense in Saudi Arabia had expressed interests to end the war.  During his talks with the U.S., this pulls out by the minister of defense meant that the interest of the Saudis government is preserved in Yemen (Diamond, 2017). The weapons used during the war were to be handed over to the government of Saudi Arabia, and the cross-border attacks were supposed to come to an end. The war in Yemen has been a battle between Iranian influencers and the coalition of Saudi Arabia, United Arabs Emirates and the U.S government. Therefore, the end of the war would mean the loss of control of certain major powers in Yemen.
Effects of the War in Yemen
The approach used by Saudi Arabia is primarily focused on ending paramilitary operations in Yemen without considerations on the impact it has on the economy of the country. Yemen has been plunged into an economic crisis that has brought serious effects in the Arabian Gulf markets. There are greater fears that the war would lead to the closure of the Strait of Bab el Mandeb that facilitates the passing of oil on a daily basis. This will mean the structure of the economy in Yemen will weaken and there will be a fallout in the recovery process (S. Gray, 2013). Additionally, the closure of the strait has had adverse effects on the country since it depends on oil for exports and food imports. Research by World Bank showed that Yemen depended on oil for a third of its GDP. Through the oil boom of 2003, the country was able to create employment in the public sector and invested in infrastructure.
The productivity of the country regarding agriculture has declined significantly since the Saudi-led coalition started the attacks. The civilians are no longer able to grow qat that they sell for six times more profit. Research by Oxfam showed that the food consumption in the country decreased after the war began since the incomes of the locals had declined. The GDP per capita has been reduced by 30% (Gelvin, 2017 pp. 155-159). This means that the future of Yemen is likely to be mired in poverty even after they have received foreign aid in the form of food and medical supplies. Additionally, the air bombing of grain and vegetable markets, export centers, poultry farms, refrigeration facilities and grain silos has affected the food supply in the country.
The Saudi-led coalition has brought adverse effects on Yemen’s public health since the war, and attacks have doubled the incidents of death, diseases, and disability of the societies. The most affected in this case are the women and children. The increase in violent crimes and homicides increases suicide and transportation-related deaths. Gun ownership has been on the rise in Yemen that increases the chances of suicide and homicides. 
Additionally, there is a reduction in the availability of resources for expenditures on health. The war in Yemen has led to the reduction in taxes collected for healthcare systems. The Saudi-led attacks have been focused on the hospitals that have damaged the health care facilities, water treatment area, and electricity facilities. This has had serious effects on the health of the civilians. Moreover, the war has led to the loss of human capital since the medical professionals are killed during the attacks. Their replacement becomes very difficult therefore having effects on the healthcare systems.
Moreover, extensive bombing has led to the closure of schools. By the end of 2015, more than 1000 schools have been unused as a result of the damage. Some were being used as shelter for the internally displaced people. This has led to a decline in the quality of education for the civilians of Yemen. With low-quality education, the country cannot compete globally. Therefore, it remains among the poorest countries in the world.
Additionally, the operations of the Saudi’s air strikes and ground operations has led to the loss of lives of many Yemeni civilians including men, women, and children. The coalition of Saudi Arabia and the GCC countries have also led to the loss of military equipment. This has led to many observers believing that the coalition in aid of the ousted government of Mr. Hadi has lacked operational capabilities and skills to defeat the rebellion movement. This is because, despite numerous air strikes by the Saudi government in Yemen, the Houthi still have control of the country’s capital Sanaa. 
Also, the attacks by the Saudi Arabian coalition have been regarded as a violation of the humanitarian law. The law denies any assault on non-military personnel objects, assaults that don't separate amongst military and regular citizen, and war that excessively hurt regular citizens contrasted with the normal pick up of the military. The civilian objects include factories, warehouses, and commercial enterprises. Since the Saudi-led coalition has been attacking warehouses and factories, many feel that they have been deliberately trying to inflict damage to Yemen's production capacities. 
The war in the country is not only having an effect on the impoverished, but it is also decimating the small but important middle class. This is eroding the economy of the state yet it was the poorest in the region before the war began. The Saudi Arabian air strikes have targeted nearly every industry in the country. This has erased countless jobs and dreams of the citizens. Additionally, the government of Saudi Arabia has made air, sea and land blockage that has made the lives of the locals in Yemen difficult since food and fuel have become scarce. This has led to the escalation of prices making it difficult for the civilians to afford basic commodities. Furthermore, attacks on banks led to a banking crisis that left many government workers unpaid and harming most businesses in the country.
The country depends on 90% imports of their staple food (Gelvin, 2017 pp.156-159). However, through the Saudi-led coalition, there have been increased fighting around the government-controlled port of Aden that has reduced the imports since 2015. Additionally, there has been lack of fuel with increased damage to the markets and roads. This has led to the low distribution of supplies from their sources. Therefore, the prices for basic commodities have increased by 50% and the purchasing power of the locals has decreased significantly. This has increased the poverty rate twice the rate that existed before the war. Public salaries have declined, and the levels of unemployment have increased. 
Postwar Conflict Reconstruction
The approaches used by Saudi Arabia and its allies have resulted in a crisis in Yemen mostly with an internal power struggle that has divided the country. The conflict will lead to greater humanitarian disasters that will require the facilitation of political reforms. The government of Yemen and Saudi Arabia should focus on initiatives aimed at unifying the communities in the country. Having peaceful negotiations would have been important in combating the war and bringing long-lasting solutions to the political and social differences. Oman, a monarchy acting as an intermediary between the U.S and Iran, provided a diplomatic solution to end the situation in Yemen. The country had a planned initiative that would lead to the withdrawal of the Houthi and the loyal forces of former president Saleh from Yemeni cities. 
Additionally, the strategy would lead to the return of military hardware and ammunition that were seized from the Yemenis military. They also proposed peaceful means of returning president Hadi to power and creation of a parliament that would facilitate presidential elections. Moreover, they provided an agreement that was supposed to be signed by all the parties in Yemen and the conversion of Ansarullah into a political party. They also proposed the creation of an international aid conference that was to be attended by donor states. This would facilitate Yemen to enter into the Gulf Cooperation Council allowing it to be a democratic state.
Furthermore, peaceful negotiations and agreement will be required to address accountability for the violation of the law by all the parties involved. In this case, the parties involved will include the GCC states that include; Morroco, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, UAE, Egypt, Sudan and Jordan, and the Houthi forces and their allies. Also, the pro-coalition militias in southern Yemen and the al-Qaeda. They are supposed to be accountable for the humanitarian crisis in the country.
Additionally, countries such as the USA, United Kingdom, Germany, Canada, and France have been selling weapons to Saudi Arabia after the Yemen war began. This has escalated the bombings and use of guns by the civilians. Therefore, these countries should suspend the sale of weapons until there is credible evidence that these weapons are not used in unlawful strikes in the country.
Provision of aid to the civilians in Yemen has become very difficult even though the United Nations and the Red Cross have put in efforts to save lives (Clapham and Gaeta, 2014 pp. 20-37). This is because the Houthi prevent the arrival of critical medical supplies in the regions they have sieged. For example, the fighting in Aden made it difficult for the World Food Program to deliver aid. Saudi Arabia has commanded the humanitarian groups to avoid the rebel-controlled areas claiming that they are risky regions. The Saudi-led coalition has been at the forefront of bombing the hospitals that lead to the deaths of the medical providers.
Restructuring Yemen
To bring the country into a unified unit after the war requires international peacekeepers and the warring groups to come to a consensus and put humanitarian rights at the forefront. Therefore, there will need to unify the country's military and the civilians. Additionally, Saudi Arabia and Iran will need to be at peace and allow Yemen rebuild their state. The division of military and political groups will need to end. Furthermore, political parties in the country will require succession policies to minimize disputes between the outgoing and incoming presidents. The bodies controlling security in the country will need to be independent of political parties for them to have power in the event war arises.
 Also, the civilians who survive the war will require psychological and physical attention to ensure they do not have injuries and mental instability. Children will need serious counseling and care to ensure they recover fully from the effects of the war. The coalition between the private sector and the government will help in the restructuring of the economy (Abramov, 2010 pp. 481-494). The surviving industries in Yemen will need the support of the government.
Conclusions
The war in Yemen has been a battle between rivalry countries such as the Iranian power and the Saudi Arabian government that has been backed up by the United States and the GCC states. This war has had serious effects on the economic structure, medical health, and population of the people of Yemen. They have been faced with famine and loss of hundreds of lives. The alliance by the government of Saudi Arabia and the recognized government of Yemen has led to more loss of lives since the tactics used by Saudi are harsh and cannot bring peace between the Houthi and the government of Hadi. 
Moreover, Saudi Arabia has conferred gross and methodical infringement of human rights. Additionally, the Saudis have not been able to conduct transparent and credible investigations into the possible war crimes that have occurred in Yemen. The Saudi-led coalition has shifted the powers of the country to Saudi Arabia. This has increased poverty rates and reduced the standards of living of Yemenis. Additionally, the coalition has enabled the al-Qaeda to take advantage of the chaos. They have secured the southern region of Yemen. This creates more chaos and could lead to more mass bombings.
The effects of the war in Yemen have been brought about by the negative policies by the Saudi-led coalition. The government of Saudi Arabia has had control over Yemen since they have strong ammunitions that they use in the name of maintaining peace. This has led the Yemenis to lose control over their country leaving most of the civilians displaced and lived in poverty. The war in Yemen has had serious effects not only in the country but the neighboring countries. This may have negative effects on the economies of the states in Asia. Therefore, peacemaking policies and procedures need to be put in place to ensure that the war comes to an end and the economy of Yemen is restructured.
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