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Comparing Obama’s Political and Leadership Approach to That of JFK
	John Fitzgerald Kennedy became the president of us in 1960. His reign was characterized by numerous challenges. This is partly attributed to the fact that he led the country at a time when the cold war was at its climax. Despite the challenges he encountered, Kennedy was also able to leave a legacy. Barely three years after he became the president, Kennedy was assassinated. Nonetheless, a lot is said about the three years that Kennedy led the country. His superior oratory skill is one of the traits that made the president admirable. He was also a champion for equality; depicting a keen eye for the less privileged and the vulnerable in the society.  Also, his tactful way in which he managed to solve the Cuban missile crises cannot be omitted when his legacy is revisited. Similarly, just like any other leader, Kennedy’s reign had numerous challenges including a divided Congress. Nonetheless, the subsequent American presidents have borrowed a lot from Kennedy’s legacy. Accordingly, this paper will compare how John Kennedy’s legacy affected Barack Obama’s leadership and political perception.
	Soon after John Kennedy became the President, he was faced with a major crisis related to the cold war. At that time, America realized that the Soviet was collaborating with Cuba in building a missile station in Cuba. Given that the scenario occurred at the core of the cold war, the world was watching to see how Kennedy could solve this crisis. Some of his advisers encouraged him to bomb the missile station in Cuba. However, Kennedy knew better than to aggravate the already worsening that could to a nuclear war (National Government Archive 5). Therefore, instead of bombing Cuba, Kennedy initiated a negotiation with the Soviet. As a result, both teams came to an agreement for the soviet to remove the Cuban missiles while the US removed their missiles from Turkey. In this decision, Kennedy chose peace instead of war; life instead of death. 
	Similarly, when Obama came to power in his first term, he inherited a nation that was at war. On the one hand, Obama had to deal with the catastrophic American invasion of Iraq. On the other hand, he had to solve the US war on terrorism in Afghanistan; following the September 11th terrorist attack in the US. As a result, when he came into office, Obama made it a top agenda to end the war on terrorism once and for all. However, Obama’s approach differed a lot from that of his predecessor. On the contrary, just like J. Kennedy was able to solve the Cuban crises in a peaceful way as opposed to a combative manner, Obama disregarded the approach of overreliance on force (Landler 1). Rather, he established an approach that focused more on targeted killings, as was witnessed in the killing of the al Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden. Notably, Kennedy’s decline to bomb the Cuban missile was associated with his consideration of the human cost that could be yielded by the bombing and the probable nuclear war. In the same manner, McCrisken noted that Obama was greatly concerned about the human cost of the war in Iraq and Afghanistan. His concern was witnessed when he lifted the ban on media coverage of the flag-draped coffins of the soldiers who had died from the war (996). Besides, Obama’s peaceful strategies of solving conflicts were witnessed through his friendly foreign policies. For instance, he managed to eliminate the US military presence in Iraq (Landler 1). In the same line, he signed the START treaty with Russia, with the aim of limiting the number of strategic nuclear warheads, long-range missiles, and bombers (Pifer 28).
	As a leader, J. Kennedy was concerned about the wellbeing of the American society as depicted by his fight for equal rights and opportunity for all. For instance, Kennedy realized that racism was an issue in America that was denying the ethnically marginalized their equal rights. As a result, Kennedy launched a drive for the equal rights bill (Wolley and Peters 1). In the same line, Kennedy proposed the voting rights bill. In his 28th February 1963 speech which was addressed to the Congress, he regarded the right to vote as the most paramount right globally and stated that “it should not be denied on the grounds of race or color” (1). Besides social equality, Kennedy did not forget the vulnerable in the society, as a result, he advocated for federal structures that would ensure that the poor and the elderly have access to health care. In the same manner, as a president, Obama has shown great concern for the American society at large and particularly for the poor and the marginalized groups. His enacting of the Obamacare Act was will be remembered for a long period. Rao noted that Obamacare would be a pathway to addressing the healthcare challenges that have faced the US; as a way of upholding human dignity of the Americans (183). The Obamacare Act requires every American to have a health cover. This ensures health care accessibility for all including the poor and the vulnerable groups. In addition, Obama has always advocated for the rights of the lesbians, gays, bisexual and transgender; as a marginalized group in the society. As such, both Kennedy and Obama have stood with the poor and the vulnerable in the same manner, by enacting laws in their favor.
In the same line, J. Kennedy and Obama depict similar rhetoric in their speeches. To start with Kennedy’s inaugural speech was one of a kind, and after many decades, the speech is still hailed by the Americans. In his speech, Kennedy does not just look at the present; rather he looks back to the past as a reference point of how far America has come, to attain its present achievements. He refers to the founding principles of the nation and expresses them as the basis of their achievement as a nation (inaugural address 1). He makes harmony, liberty and sacrifices the main themes of his speech. he states that “Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success of liberty” (1).  Also, Kennedy employs a persuasive and encouraging approach in his speech. He reminds the Americans that they have come from far, and witnessed worse happening, and they would, therefore, overcome the tests of their present predicament (the cold war). Indeed, Kennedy’s inauguration speech was a depiction of his unmatched oratory and persuasive skills.
	Likewise, Obama’s inauguration speech was breathtaking. Just like Kennedy, in his speech, Obama does not focus on the present and the future. Rather, he backdates his speech to the founding principles of the nation, and the numerous crises that tested the Americans’ willpower, and proved its resilience. He emphasizes on the need for the togetherness of all Americans as a way of moving the nation ahead. The themes of harmony, liberty, and sacrifice are also depicted in Obama’s speech when he states that, “Our citizens, seared by the memory of those we have lost, know too well the price that is paid for liberty”(The White House 1). In addition, Obama also utilizes persuasive, yet an encouraging approach in his speech. For instance, he noted that it is the sacrifice of those who have been slain that will inspire the nation to remain aggressive against those who mean them harm (1). Notably, the similarities in both speeches cannot be overlooked.
	In conclusion, J. Kennedy ruled for barely three years in the period between 1960 and 1963. His ability to peacefully handle the cold war crisis especially the Cuban missile issue is depicted in Obama’s ability to create peace by removing the presence of the US military in Iraq. Also, the killing of Osama Bin Laden was a great milestone in countering the crisis of his time; terrorism. Also, Kennedy’s concern for the well-being of the marginalized is evident from his bills of civil rights and equality. This concern is strongly depicted in Obama’s Affordable Care Act as well as his support for the LGBT as a marginalized and vulnerable group. Furthermore, Greater similarities are evident from the themes and rhetoric echoed by both their inaugural speeches. Indeed, Obama leadership and political perspective is a reflection of John Kennedy leadership and political approach.
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