Surname 3

John Ciardi’s poem “Most Like an Arch This Marriage” is a poem that demonstrates that marriage can be successful only when couples emulate the two sides of an arch, and support each other to form a strong bond. It is clear from the poem that successful marriage entails mutual respect and understanding. Just like an arch, marriage brings together two people and combines their weakness to form unexpected strength. Through the use of poetic techniques such as diction, tone, similes, and imagery the poet manages to demonstrate that just like an arch, the stability of marriage is attainable when couples are committed to support each other through thick and thin. 


The poet uses the regular form, and includes four stanzas that have a regular scheme of abbaabbaabbaabbc. He employs poetic elements to create a vivid picture of his description in the mind of the reader. For instance, he has used the word “arch” to represent the two sidedness of marriage; which when joined forms an unbreakable bond (Most Like an Arch This Marriage, 1.1). He has also employed the use of similes to stress on the bond of marriage. For instance, he likens he marriage to an arch (1.1).  Also, he defines an arch as “an entrance which upholds/ and shores the stone-crush up the air like lace” (1, 1-2).



Besides the use of figures of speech, the poet has also used different types of diction. To start with, he has used specific polysyllabic jargon to form expressions that emphasize various elements in a marriage. For instance, “two weaknesses,” “all-bearing point,”“faultless failings,” among others (2.1, 4.3, 4.4). Another type of diction used by the poet is connotative words that generate an emotional feeling. for example, by stating that, “…inside half- heaven unfolds” (4.4), he creates an emotional image of the awesome beauty and joy that can be derived from the institution of marriage. The same line can also be used to illustrate the author’s use of abstract words to represent the thought of how beautiful marriage is. 



Ciardi uses an approving and adoring tone to convince the reader that indeed, a marriage is like an arch. He states that “not quite that? Not much less.”(3.1). At this point, the poet realizes that the reader might doubt his description of a marriage in the first stanza. Therefore, he asks a rhetoric question to display the readers’ doubts. However, he answers the question to convince the reader that indeed, marriage is “most like an arch.” (1.1)  on the other hand, the passionate praise that he gives the union, trust, and love between a married couple creates an attitude of approval for the reader.


In conclusion, in this poem, Ciardi gives a passionate description of the institution of marriage. He seems almost certain that most people might not concur with his description. This could be because people mostly associate a marriage with numerous challenges. However, by the use of poetic elements such as figures of speech, diction and tone, Ciardi manages to convince the reader about the beauty, trust, love and bond between a married couple. 
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