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Riso Middle East: Commitment to Sustainability
	Riso Middle East is a subsidiary of the Japanese Riso Kagaku Corporation. The company has franchises in 14 Middle East nations including Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait, and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; among many others. The company offers advanced printing solutions. Even though the company was introduced in the Middle East in 1990, it has been recognized in the region for its rigorous efforts towards sustainability.  The Riso Middle East has borrowed the deeply rooted culture of commitment to sustainability from its mother company. As a matter of fact, this culture was witnessed in 1998, when the company established the environmental charter (Riso Middle East). This paper will analyze the Riso Middle East’s corporate commitment to sustainability. 
	The commitment to sustainability in the Riso Middle East corporate is witnessed in all the sectors. For instance, in the production sector, the company makes sure that the machines they are using are designed in an eco-friendly way. In addition, eco-considerations are made during the distribution, use and recycling and disposal of the Riso Middle East’s products. In the same line, the company understands the scarcity of natural resources. This realization has made the company resolve to use renewable and recycled raw materials. According to Issa, and Al Abbar (2015), the limited natural resources, political and social issues in the Middle East has hindered the efforts of many companies towards corporate sustainability. But Riso Middle East has overcome this challenge by implementing innovative sustainability measures. Besides the local environmental protection measures, the company takes part in global initiatives that are meant to conserve the environment. Riso’s commitment to sustainability is reflected in the company’s mission statement “Providing Products and Services that Improve Customer Convenience while Reducing Environmental Burdens” (Annual Sustainability Report, 2017, pp. 2).
	The company realizes the significance of every little action towards sustainability. As a result, the company endeavors to train its employees on the importance of corporate commitment to sustainability. Therefore, the company is always seeking to enhance its sustainability measures. It is on the same note that Riso Middle East established an environmental charter in 1998 (Riso Middle East). Still, the company publishes an annual report, to portray their progress and concerns on sustainable development. the charter, coupled with the company’s environmental principles clearly define the company’s stance on environmental initiatives. Furthermore, the company established a committee and department to address the environmental conservation issues at Riso. Notably, these efforts are in accordance with Epstein and Buhovac’s description of successful sustainability strategies; where sustainability is integrated into the company’s operations as a vital consideration. Also, Bocken et al., (2014) noted that such an approach can help implant sustainability into the business objectives and operations, and give the company a competitive advantage. Most importantly, Riso Middle East companies sustainability principles are in line with the government regulations regarding sustainability in nations where they operate. As such, the government regulation acts a reference point when pursuing Riso’s sustainability strategies. 
	In conclusion, Riso Middle East offers a good illustration of corporate commitment to sustainability. Their sustainability strategies are incorporated into all the areas of their operations, starting from production, distribution, recycle and disposal of their products. Besides, the company has an established Riso Environmental Charter and an independent department that addresses the issues of environmental conservation. In addition, their commitment to sustainability is reflected in the company’s mission statement as well as their incorporation of government regulations in their sustainability policies. Indeed Riso Middle East’s commitment to sustainability is an example to be emulated.
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