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Social Media- An evolving language
Introduction
Problem Statement
Whereas social media has been instrumental in promoting communication among individuals, groups, businesses, and governments, and other entities, there are perceptions among scholars and tutors that it has negative effects. Scholars and tutors believe that social media is having a negative impact on students’ ability to write professionally. Based on the understanding that students need to exhibit professionalism as they pursue their academic dreams, scholars and tutors think that social media use among students is not effective. This statement is based on the ineffectiveness of social media in promoting proper grammar application. To scholars and tutors, the majority of social media sites highly discourage the proper application of grammar. Sites such as Twitter limit proper grammar application by limiting the maximum number of characters users can employ to communicate. Thus, users’ sentences tend to have fragments and run-ons, which are predicaments to proper grammar due to incomplete sentences. 
Based on the above findings, it is believed that the students are developing a reduced attention span, when faced with writing and reading tasks, thus impeding their capabilities to write acceptable sentences. Furthermore, students are exhibiting poor word selection majorly due to their getting accustomed to applying internet slang shorthand and abbreviations. Once students are accustomed to social media communication, they tend to forget the distinction between formal and informal writing, whereby informal writing gets manifested into academic formal writing. The use of ‘U’, ‘UR,’ and ‘R’ to denote you, you’re and are respectively, explains how social media is affecting grammar application (Harris and Dilts 192). Moreover, the use of internet acronyms such as YOLO and LOL has been rampant among social media users particularly Twitter and Facebook (Harris and Dilts 193). Tutors have witnessed regular instances whereby students tend to use the internet slangs in formal writing. 
Purpose of research
This research intends to provide a different perspective from the ones provided by scholars and tutors regarding the effects of social media on students’ academic writing capabilities. This research argues that what the scholars and tutors are terming as ‘negative effects’ of social media are indications of an evolving language. The grammatical errors identified by the scholars and tutors exhibit a new communication trend, which would eventually become new communication vocabulary. Thus, communication through social media exhibits the potential for language and communication evolution, just as languages have evolved over time. Thus, the changes in the use of specific terms and sentence structures by students due to social media influence should be interpreted as language changes and evolution. 
Significance of research
This research is significant because it will provide a different perception to the assertion that social media is affecting the capability of students to write professionally. It will provide an insight on how social media use should be perceived from the ‘emergence of a new culture’ perspective. 
Background
Social media use has continued to grow globally and has reached about 2.46 billion users in 2017 (Statista). With the rising number of media platforms and services, the number of users is expected to hit the 3 billion mark by 2021, which will represent one-third of the world’s entire population. By 2022, China and India are expected to have the largest percentage of social media users based on the countries’ populations and growth in social media infrastructure (Statista). The growth of social media has traversed various industries and has gained momentum in the academic institutions. According to Junco, Heibergert, and Loken (120), platforms such as MySpace, Facebook, and Twitter have been incorporated into the lives of college students in the U.S. A study by the Higher Education Research Institute (HERI) as cited by Junco, Heibergert, and Loken (120), found that the use of social networking sites by first-year students is significantly high at 94 percent. Additional findings from a survey conducted by Mastrodicasa and Kepic (2005) as cited by Junco, Heibergert, and Loken (120) found that about 85 percent of learners at an expansive research campus had Facebook accounts. 
Based on the growing number of social media users, the penetration of social media is expected to continue growing. By 2021, the number of social media users is expected to reach 3.02 billion individuals, which is an increase from the projected number of 2.77 billion individuals in 2019 (Statista b). The application of platforms such as Skype, Twitter, Opera Mini, Facebook, Whatsapp, and WeChat continues to grow especially in the education sector (Cheta and Adesope 94). Students are using the sites to attain educational objectives and the trend is expected to continue. Whereas scholars and tutors complain that social media use is affecting students’ capability to write professionally, the observation that the number of social media users will continue to rise indicates that the communication challenges affecting students would continue. It can be observed that with the rising number of users, the number of students using social media, particularly for educational objectives would also augment. Hence, the communication challenges cited by the scholars and tutors may continue to be experienced. 
Literature Review
It can be observed that social media enhances communication among individuals, groups, and business and government entities, among others. The platform provides opportunities whereby users engage each other in exchanging ideas and sharing additional information. Since social media is a communication platform, there is a need to evaluate communication to understand how it has evolved. It is worth noting that communication languages are not static, but undergo changes through evolution. 
Communication defines a culture and also dictates important factors and elements such as grammar. For communication to be effective, it has to follow the regulations pertaining to grammar and syntax. The language used to communicate has to ensure it is effective in the combination of words to relay the necessary information through sentences and phrases (Nowak and Krakauer).  However, it is worth noting that language, such as English, has not always been static. On the contrary, it has undergone various changes through the emergence of vocabulary and structures.  It is also worth noting that language history can be evaluated in major ways such as externally and internally (Lohr). The external method involves the evaluation of language based on the geographic area where the language is used, reasons for language use, and the people involved in using the language. The internal evaluation of a language involves the grammar, pronunciation, and its written appearance. Thus, language can experience changes based on the geographical area, and the change motivations based on the language’s structure (Lohr). 
For example, the English language has undergone changes from what can be termed as the Old English to the current English (VOA). The Old English, commonly abbreviated as OE, can be traced to around AD 450 when the West Germanic settlers comprising of Jutes, Saxons, and Angles, arrived in southern Britain (Lohr). The geographical environment of the Jutes, Saxons, and Angles influenced the dialects used in the OE, which had close relationships to continental language mixtures responsible for producing modern-day Dutch, German, and Frisian (Lohr). English appears to have a Germanic basis and this relationship can be seen in the language’s daily vocabulary as is the case with come, heart and old, whose corresponding OE names are cuman, heorte, and eald respectively, and they also correspond with German kommen, herz, and alt (Lohr). 
Additionally, other English words such as drink-drank-drunk have also undergone changes from the previous Oldie English that featured drincan-dranc-(ge) drunken (Lohr). Today, the latter version is not used, but it can be observed that there was a time the application of the old English was the norm (VOA). During that time, it was grammatically correct to use the words drincan or drunken. However, language has evolved and those versions are unpopular today. These are examples of the evolution of the English language, whereby popular words today become unpopular in future based on the influence of the identified factors such as geographical and the people involved in using the language. 
It can be observed that all languages are prone to change including sign languages based on geographical elements. The signs used in the 1960s in Morocco are different from the ones employed in Israel (Matacic). Furthermore, it appears that the differences are attributed to each generation. This statement means that each generated devised ways to communicate using unique signs that were an advancement of the ones used in the previous generation. Thus, the meaning of a particular thing could be identified by three different signs by each generation. A new research tabled at the Evolution of Language forum indicated that the modern generation has devised richer utterances and whose grammatical complexes exceed those of the previous generation by employing more body parts for diverse purposes (Matacic). Therefore, the meaning of some utterances in today’s generation contradicts those of the previous generation and this could be a challenge to anyone who does not understand the changes. Effective communication cannot be said to have occurred if the audience misses the intended meaning. Concerning the identified changes in the use of sign language between Israel and Morocco, it can be observed that the old generation needs to understand the variations in the use of the evolved utterances to get the intended meaning. 
Findings
From the literature review, it can be observed that how people communicate changes over time. The English language as known today has undergone changes as outlined in the changes such as drincan, dranc, and drunken to drink, drank, and drunk respectively. Furthermore, additional changes have been identified in cuman, heorte, and eald to come, heart and old. Moreover, the changes exhibited in sign language application and their association with different generations is another example of how communication mechanisms change over time.  These are just a few changes indicating that languages are not static and they can change over time. 
Discussion
An evaluation of literature shows that languages change over time based on various factors such as geographical setting and the people involved. These findings are important because they can provide support to the students’ preference for using words such as ‘U’, ‘UR,’ and ‘R’ and YOLO and LOL. It can be observed that scholars and tutors are apprehensive of social media due to the students’ application of these words in the formal academic setting (Harris and Dilts 192-193). Whereas ‘U’, ‘UR,’ and ‘R’ and YOLO and LOL contravene grammatical regulations and expectations, their application on social media serves specific purposes. These slangs are used as pronouns and verbs but they do not obey the stipulated grammatical regulations. However, the fact that these words have meanings is an indication of an evolution. It can be argued that communication is evolving as pertaining to the current generation. The slangs may eliminate the formal communication concept necessary for academic writing, but they may be an indication of an evolving language. Just as the Israel Sign Language has undergone changes in each generation, so it can also be deduced that social media has undergone changes. 
Moreover, the addition of acronyms such as ICYMI (in case you missed it), ROFL (rolling on the floor laughing), FWIW (for what it’s worth), and TBH (to be honest) into the Oxford English Dictionary, clearly indicates the changes in language use (Hayhurst). Since the dictionary is intended to provide a guideline on new words and their pronunciations, the inclusion of the new internet acronyms shows the acceptance by the dictionary publishers of the dominance and influence of internet slangs on the English language. The inclusion of these internet acronyms into the English language dictionary is an indication that the slangs have become permanent and that they have formed part of the English language. Therefore, the use of ‘U’, ‘UR,’ and ‘R’ to denote you, you’re and are respectively in the academic setting may not end soon. These acronyms may not follow the designed grammatical regulations, but since they communicate as anticipated on social media, they can be deduced to represent a new communication concept. This is an evolution of communicating language that is not unique to the social media setting. It can be observed that communication has been evolved for many years. New words and vocabularies tend to come up based on the geographical setting and social media can be termed as a ‘geographical setting’ because it is an environment that is founded on the internet and social networking websites. 
Thus, rather than perceiving internet slangs negatively, scholars and tutors should understand that these slangs are being included in the English dictionary as new words. It means that such words have become part of the English language, and therefore, their use is ‘societal-accepted.’ Furthermore, the acronyms have achieved global acceptance such that they appear to be used to mean the same thing globally. Therefore, even in the learning environment, students will continue to use the acronyms, not that the learners do not respect grammar, but because the acronyms are part of the language they students communicate. In essence, these acronyms have become part of the learners’ lives. Based on the observation that language and communication continue to undergo change, it is highly unlikely that these acronyms will be dropped. On the contrary, based on how languages have evolved, these acronyms and words may easily form part of the formal communication. The use of these words and acronyms indicate a change in communication culture.
Conclusion
In conclusion, it can be observed that scholars and tutors feel social media is affecting students’ ability to write professionally by eliminating the need to follow stipulated grammar regulations. However, what the scholars and tutors are terming as negative effects can just be an indication of an evolving language. The English language may just be undergoing another phase of change just as it did several centuries ago. Furthermore, the fact that some of these internet slangs are added into the English dictionary is an indication of society’s acceptance of the slangs and acronyms as part of society’s language. Thus, the use of these acronyms and slangs in academic writing indicates the initial signs of a language undergoing change. 
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