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Why Marijuana should be Legalized
Nine American states and Washington DC have legalized the use of marijuana for recreational purposes (Lopez 1). Legalization of marijuana is one of the subjects that have generated heated controversy in the contemporary society. The debate over the legalization of marijuana revolves around various issues including economic benefits, negative social effects, as well as medical benefits. Those who advocate for the legalization of marijuana for recreational and medical use cite its medical, economic, and practical benefits. On the other hand, the opponents of marijuana undermine its medical benefits and emphasize on the risk it would pose on the youths. According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, marijuana is the commonly used drug in the US. As a matter of fact, a survey that was conducted in 2015 revealed that in the past one month at the time that the survey was performed, around 22.2 million people had used the drug. The youths and the adolescents were ranked among the common users of marijuana. In 2016 around 9.4 % of grade eight students reported having used the drug in the last one year. In the same manner, 5.4% of the grade eight students had smoked marijuana in the past month. The rate of smoking was found to increase with the grade, with the 12th graders having smoked weed during the year that the research was carried out. This paper will endorse the legalization of marijuana, citing its medical, practical and medical benefits.

Medical marijuana should be legalized in order to reap the medical benefits associated with its use. The use of marijuana for medical purposes has also been a highly debated area, thus attracting the focus of the scholars on the issue. While studies on the effectiveness of medical marijuana continue to be conducted, the concluded studies on the subject have revealed numerous medical benefits of the drug. For example, a study that was conducted by Hill revealed that the use of marijuana to treat cancer patients was effective in reducing appalling nausea resulting from chemotherapy treatments. In the same vein, the ability of marijuana to stimulate appetite has proved effective for the HIV/AID patients. Hill noted that marijuana helped to increase the appetite in HIV/AIDS patients, thus reducing the wasting that is associated with the disease, while enhancing their immunity (2476). 
What is more, medical marijuana has been found useful in the management of chronic pain. As a matter of fact, marijuana is more effective as compared to the opioid, which have traditionally been used for the management of chronic pain (Hill 2478). In the same line, eight parallel studies that were conducted by independents researchers unanimously revealed the benefits of using medical marijuana. All the researchers found that marijuana was effective in the management of chronic pain, and reduction of nausea in patients who underwent chemotherapy (Clark 40). Moreover, marijuana also proved effective when used to treat symptoms related to various illnesses including multiple sclerosis and epilepsy.
Usually, scientific research has been used as a valid way of establishing the truth in debatable issues. Also, it could not be coincident that all these studies pointed to the benefits of medical marijuana.  Moreover, Hendricks noted that the scientific studies that have been conducted regarding the issue have not revealed any major health risks that would make it justifiable to rule out the legalization of marijuana (2). In view of this, there is no doubt that legalization of marijuana would increase its availability for medical use. Therefore, the legalization of marijuana will serve as a significant milestone towards the treatment and management of the critical medical conditions.
Apart from its medical benefits, the legalization of marijuana is associated with numerous economic benefits. There are three ways in which the legalization of marijuana will yield economic benefits. Firstly, if marijuana was legalized, the government would earn revenue from its taxation. In the same manner, business associated with the legal use of marijuana would emerge and thus create employment opportunities. Secondly, the legalization of marijuana would save on the cost of the criminal justice systems accrued while enforcing marijuana laws. Thirdly, legalization of marijuana would create employment opportunities.
To start with, legalization of marijuana would lead to unrestricted production, use and sale of marijuana. This would thus lead to an increase in tax income from marijuana-related business operations. As a matter of fact, research has revealed these benefits in states where marijuana has been legalized. A case in point is the tax increment witnessed after the legalization of marijuana in Colorado. According to Evans, in 2015, Colorado accrued twice the amount of revenue from marijuana as compared to other commonly use drugs such as alcohol and cigars. While marijuana contributed around seven million dollars, only four million dollars of income tax was attributed to alcohol. What is more, in total Colorado accumulated approximately 135 million dollar in form of tax revenue and fee charges associated with the legalization of marijuana (2).
On the same note, parallel economic benefits were witnessed in Washington, upon the legalization of marijuana. Evans notes that one year after Washington DC made the use of marijuana legal, it obtained around 82 million dollars of tax revenue, from operations related to production, use, and sale of the drug (2). Furthermore, the legalization of marijuana has yielded comparable economic benefits in other countries besides the US. According to Hajizadeh, marijuana-related operations contributed to around 82 billion of income tax in Canada. Also, marijuana operations were attributed to around 6 billion of North America’s national tax revenue (453). 
Besides the economic benefits yielded form the legalization of marijuana, other economic benefits include the creation of employment and increased production at the workplace. To start with, legalization of marijuana means that the cultivation and sale of the drug would increase significantly. This would, in turn, increase the business operations related to marijuana. As such, entrepreneurs would view this as a chance to engage in marijuana-related operations such as cultivation and sale of the drug, as well as the establishment of marijuana dispensaries. This would not only create job opportunities but profits for the entrepreneurs. A good illustration of these effects has been witnessed in Colorado where around 18 thousand jobs are attributed to the legalization of marijuana. These jobs, coupled with the profits generated by the entrepreneurs account for around 2.4 billion dollars of the country’s GDP (Evans 3).
In addition, marijuana has also been found to enhance productivity in the workplace. According to Evans, half of the 1.5 drug law offenders are linked to marijuana-related offenses. In the same manner, approximately 0.3 percent of incarcerations in both the state and federal prisons are related to marijuana offenses (4). On the same note, a significant proportion of absenteeism in the workplace results from marijuana offenders who miss work so that they can attend the court proceedings. Still, married partners who are forced to bring up the children on their own because their spouses are in prison are likely to be burdened with parenting responsibilities. This makes them exhibit reduced productivity in the workplace. On the other hand, the legalization of marijuana would lead to reduced rates of arrests and imprisonment. This would reduce absent seem in the workplace, and facilitate sharing of parenting duties.  The combined effect will lead to a marginal increment of the aggregate productivity at the workplace.  , thus leading to the betterment of the economy.
In the same vein, legalizing marijuana would yield economic benefits due to the decrement in criminal justice costs. It is worth noting that a lot of the taxpayers’ money is channeled towards the reinforcement of the marijuana laws. The criminal justice incurs cost in criminal investigations, prosecutions, and judicial rectifications related to the marijuana offenses. In fact, Miron and Waldock that if marijuana was legalized, the criminal justice system would evade approximated at 7.7 and 13.7 million dollars of judicial costs (234). Notably, this is a considerable amount of money that can be channeled to other development activities. 

Notably, the above illustrations of economic benefits are real time. As such, an argument challenging the economic benefits of marijuana accrued form the tax revenue cannot hold water. 
Indeed, the legalization of marijuana would lead to numerous economic benefits. This would result from income tax, the creation of employment, increasing productivity at the workplace, and savings from evading the judicial costs. The amount of money accumulated from these proceedings would be essential in other areas of the economy. As a matter of fact, through these economic benefits legalization of marijuana would also yield indirect economic benefits. For instance, the creation of employment opportunities would lead to increased consumers spending as well as better standards of living.
 In the same manner, the extra government income yielded from marijuana operations would significantly contribute to the economic growth. To start with, the extra revenue obtained from the operations related to legalized marijuana could be channeled to other sectors where there is a deficiency, for instance, the health sector, the education sector, or even the social welfare sectors. Furthermore, the profits accrued by the entrepreneurs in the marijuana sector would generate increased investment. It is worth mentioning that investment is a fundamental parameter in increasing and sustaining the economic growth. In view of this, there is no doubt that in a very wide scope, the legalization of marijuana would lead to the creation of wealth towards a better economy.
In addition to the medical use, research has identified enhancing creativity as another practical use of marijuana. A research that was conducted by Morgan et al indicated that, while the participants were under the influence of marijuana, they portrayed a higher state of schizotypy. On the contrary, when they were not under the influence of marijuana, the users exhibited the same level of schizotypy as that of the control group. This indicates that marijuana increases the state of schizotypy in an individual. Notably, this state is related to hyper-priming. In turn, hyper-priming is has been found to increase the level of creativity in an individual. This means that marijuana was legalized; it would enhance the creativity of the users (216). Increased creativity could in turn yield positive effects such as critical thinking and innovation.
 Despite its many benefits, those who oppose the legalization of marijuana claim that it would lead to increased recreational use among the youths, and the associated health implications such as addiction. They argue that the legalization of marijuana for adults who are 21 years and above would send the wrong message to the teens and the youths, downplaying the risks associated with the use of marijuana (Joffe and Yancy 634). Indeed, marijuana is a drug which is easy to produce (634). As such, if it were legalized, its prices would definitely reduce. As such, there is no doubt that the legalization of marijuana would lead to an increased availability of the drug. 
Indeed, Joffe and Yancy noted that adolescents who have been offered marijuana are seven times more likely to use the drug, as compared to adolescents who have not been offered the drugs (636). Of course, such statistics would seem valid in backing the reason behind the backing of marijuana. It could also be possible for the legalization of marijuana to yield increased use among the adolescents and the youths. As such, the claims of the opponents regarding the legalization of marijuana cannot completely be disregarded. Nonetheless, decisions and especially political decisions cannot be made on the basis of unproven claims. Given the medical and economic benefits of legalizing marijuana, it would only be logical to offer authentically proven evidence, as opposed to a mere claim. However, the opponents of legalization of marijuana have not offered such evidence. On the contrary, the proponents of legalization have.
As it is, even in the present illegalized state of marijuana the rates of use among the adolescents is increasing as evident from the data offered at the start of this paper. Therefore, the data points out that even though the drug is not legalized, the rate of use among the adolescents and the youths is bound to increase. It would, therefore, be irrational to hinder the benefits of legalizing marijuana, using the excuse of an event that is inevitable. Of course, this paper has emphasized the importance of valid evidence to back a claim. There is, therefore, proved evidence indicating that legalization of marijuana would not definitely lead to an increased use among the youths and the adolescents. 
According to the Los Angeles Daily News newspaper, evidence from the two states that legalized marijuana for recreational use in 2012 indicates that the legalization has not increased the use among adolescents. As a matter of fact, a June 2017 report by the Colorado Department of Health and Environment, as cited by the Los Angel Daily News indicates that only one in five high school students in the state had used marijuana in the past one month. As a matter of fact, this rate had remained constant since 2013; one year after marijuana was legalized in the state. Overall, the percentage of the youths using marijuana in the state was 21.2 %. This was lower than the countywide percentage of 21.7. In addition, the percentage of teens using marijuana in Colorado in 2017 was found to be significantly lower than the percentage three years before the drug had been legalized. Also, another study conducted by American Academy of Pediatrics and cited by the Los Angeles daily news also indicated that teens in Washington State did not find it easier to access marijuana after it was legalized. Undeniably, these trends have been observed for several years after the legalization of marijuana in the named state. However, they do not point out that legalization of marijuana leads to an increased usage among the adolescents and youths; as the opponents of legalization would have people believe. In fact, they indicate the exact opposite; a more reason as to why this paper endorses the legalization of marijuana.
In conclusion, the subject of legalization of marijuana has been debated for a long period of time. Nonetheless, the various scientific studies and economic analysis indicate that legalization of marijuana would yield numerous economic, health and practical benefits. For instance, legalization of marijuana would lead to additional income tax revenue, employment opportunities, and enhanced performance in the workplace. Medical marijuana has also been found effective in various medical capacities including the managing chronic pain, reducing nausea in patients undergoing chemotherapy, and stimulating appetite in HIV/AIDS patients. Also, the use of marijuana has been found to increase creativity in users. This notwithstanding, the opposing side argues that legalizing marijuana will increase its use among adolescents and youths. However, these claims have been proved untrue by the findings of scientific studies conducted in states that have already legalized marijuana for medical and recreational use. Indeed, there is no valid reason as to why the opposing side should hinder the world from benefiting from the numerous economic, health and practical benefits of marijuana.
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