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Unit Plan
Introducing the Theme
Literature has many uses in the classroom. One of the vital uses is helping the children to meet their developmental needs. As such, creating a love for literature at a young age is vital. Literature has been recognized as a powerful teaching tool (Coats, 2013). As a matter of fact, the characters in literary work can influence the children just in the same way that people in real life can affect them. As such, I deemed it necessary to chose character as the theme of my one week unit plan. The unit will be organized in five lessons, in which the children will learn various elements regarding the characters of different genres of literature. The objectives of the lessons will, therefore, be geared towards understanding various elements of characters in literature, and how these elements implicate other literary concepts such as phonemic awareness, plot, and theme, among others. Precisely, at the end of the unit, the children are expected to have had a comprehension of various elements of the character theme including character development, recognizing character through observing and reading, types of characters and character analysis.
Rationale for the Unit
The unit will be prepared for the grade three students. According to Genlot and Grönlund, (2013) literature in grade three should encompass content and the process.. As such, the objectives of literature lessons for grade three should yield skills and strategies that are used in writing, listening, speaking, reading, analyzing and viewing. In the same manner, the literature lesson plans for grade three should ensure that the children can successfully take part in reading, discovering, creating and analyzing spoken, written, electronic and visual texts. Most importantly, the major standard requirement for reading literature for the third grade students requires that the students describe characters in the stories they read. They should be taught how to identify traits, motivations, and feelings of the characters. In the same manner, they should in grade three literatures, the students should be taught to explain how the actions of the characters in the stories add to the unfolding of the plot. 
The Work of a Theorist
According to the national association for the education of young children (NAEYC), children in the third grade employ various methods when drawing meaning form text. They are also able to make essential connections between texts. As such, teachers should provide the third grade students with an opportunity to read assess and critically evaluate narrative and expository text. Notably, the NAEYC’s belief will be used to support this unit plan, given that character analysis entails critical evaluation and analysis of text.
Lesson Plan 1 Definition of Character and Character Traits
	3RD GRADE
	LITERATURE ARTS

	LESSON NUMBER:1
	STORY THEMES: CHARACTER

	TIME:
	DATE

	NAME OF THE TEACHER:
	Little Snow-White” by Grimm, W., & Grimm, J. (1812)

	Objectives   
	By the end of the lesson, the pupils should comprehend the concept of character in stories
Students should be able to identify, describe various characters as well finding texts within the story to support justification of characters

	Overview of The Previous Lesson
	The teacher gives an overview and generalized summary of the things learned in the previous literature lesson to provide a foundation for the current lesson.
Overview of the previous lessons provides pupils with good transition knowledge from the last lesson to the current lesson 

	Introduction
	The teacher introduces the topic character themes in stories, defines character and gives an example of character traits. 
The teacher explains how to identify character and traits in stories

	Direct Instruction
	The teacher lets the pupils during the lesson they will be required to read and understand the character and character traits in the story “The Little Snow-White” found in Children’s and Household Tales short story by Grimm, W., & Grimm, J. (1812)
Teacher to read the first half of the story and then review it.
Teacher illustrates the character and character traits of the main character snow white, for instance, she is naïve, she repeatedly takes something harmful from the evil queen despite knowing that previous the queen, though disguised as an old woman had harmed her in the past.
The teacher also describes what is not regarded as character traits, for instance, the beauty of snow white. 

	Interactive Guided Practice
	The pupils to read the remaining part of the story aloud in turns afterward reflect on the story.
Ask the pupils to identify the character and character traits of the main character such as snow white, the dwarfs, the prince and evil queen

	Summary of The Lesson
	Teachers give a summary of the character and character trait concept and getting text to support character claims

	Independent Practice
	Teacher gives homework “choose a short story of your choice, identify main characters and give three character traits for each” for practice

	Assessment
	Mark the assignment

	Learning Materials
	The Children’s and Household Tales short stories book
The Whiteboard Graphics and story maps
Power points slides

	Remarks, and Follow Up
	Give remarks on whether the student comprehended the concept and their ability to apply the concepts in character analysis in stories



Lesson Plan 2 Determining Character Traits by Visual Assessment in Picture Books
	3RD GRADE
	LITERATURE ARTS

	LESSON NUMBER: 2
	STORY THEMES: CHARACTER

	TIME:
	DATE

	NAME OF THE TEACHER:
	“I Love You Grandma” by Roly Tyger
“The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle 

	Objectives   
	By the end of the lesson, the Students should be able to determine particular character traits by visual assessment of the behavior and actions of the characters in a picture book.
Students should be able to suggest future actions of a character based on identified character traits. 
Students will complete a character trait wheel worksheet by visual assessment of character traits of the characters in a picture book.

	Overview of The Previous Lesson
	The teacher will offer an overview and a comprehensive summary of the things that were taught during the last literature lesson to provide a foundation for the current lesson.
Overview of the previous lessons provides students with an effective transition knowledge from the previous lesson to the current lesson 

	Introduction
	The teacher defines a character trait as a quality of a character that can be described using a variety of descriptive words.
The teacher asks the students to give examples of character traits learnt in the previous lessons
 The class plays the Character Charades Game where one students picks a characters trait card, demonstrate the action and let the students guess the character trait 

	Direct Instruction
	The teacher lets the students understand that they will be required to determine various character traits by viewing the behavior and actions of the characters in the picture book “I Love You Grandm”a by Roly Tyger
Teacher to give the students examples of character traits such as loving, kind, bashful, fearful, and ask them to identify characters in the picture book that possess these character traits.
The teacher will then illustrate various characters traits in a single character
The teacher will emphasize on the difference between character traits and physical attributes such as plump, beautiful, and dark; among others 
The teacher will illustrate how the character trait wheel worksheet is used to develop the relationship between actions and character traits 

	Interactive Guided Practice
	The teacher will go through the picture book and try to associate each character with as many different traits as possible, depending on the actions of the characters
The teacher will ask the students to use their ideas to complete the remaining part of the character wheel using a picture book they have read before

	Summary of The Lesson
	Teachers will give a summary of the character trait concept as perceived from the actions shown in a picture book. 
At this juncture, the teacher will use text material to support any claims regarding character traits.

	Independent Practice
	Teacher gives homework “use the picture book The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle to complete the character wheel, by adding the character traits of the major characters in the picture book ” for practice

	Assessment
	Mark the assignment

	Learning Materials
	“The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by Eric Carle 
“I Love You Grandma” by Roly Tyger
Character trait wheel worksheet and sample
Character traits cards
A basket
Power points slides

	Remarks, and Follow Up
	Give remarks on whether the student comprehended the concept and their ability to apply the concepts in character analysis in stories



Lesson Plan 3- Character Development
	3RD GRADE
	LITERATURE ARTS

	LESSON NUMBER: 3
	STORY THEMES: CHARACTER

	TIME:
	DATE

	NAME OF THE TEACHER:
	“Julius, the Baby of the World” by Kevin Henkes.
“Cinderella” by Charles Perrault 

	Objectives   
	By the end of the lesson, the Students should be able to understand the meaning of character development
Students will be able to recognize the behavior and dialogue of the characters and how both elements contribute to character development
The students should be able to differentiate between direct and indirect characterization

	Overview of The Previous Lesson
	The teacher will offer an overview and a comprehensive summary of the things that were taught during the last literature lesson to provide a foundation for the current lesson.
Overview of the previous lessons provides students with an effective transition knowledge from the previous lesson to the current lesson 

	Introduction
	The teacher will define character development, and illustrate the meaning using a personal story to show how a character may change as the plot unfolds
The teacher will explain ways in which the student can compare the actions and behavior of a character  throughout the book in order to identify if there is character development
The teacher will define direct and indirect characterization 

	Direct Instruction
	The teacher lets the students understand that they will be required to recognize character development in the story “Julius, the Baby of the World” by Kevin Henkes.
The teacher will read the first half of the story record on a T-chart paper some of the rude words that Lily say about her brother.
The teacher will also record the bad ways in which Lilly acts towards his brother
The teacher will then use the details to claim that Lily is “unkind” towards his brother

	Interactive Guided Practice
	After reading and evaluating Lily’s character in the first half of the book, the teacher will read the remaining part of the book
The teacher will ask the students to discuss with their peers to answer the questions: did Lily change? What did she do or say, that showed she had/had not changed?
Ask the students to compare their details with those in the T-chart, to determine if Lily had changed
The teacher will compare the story Julius, the Baby of the World  with Cinderella by Charles Perrault to illustrate indirect  and direct characterization in both stories respectfully

	Summary of The Lesson
	Teacher will give a summary of the character development concept 
The teacher will Remind the students to be keen on the actions and dialogue of the characters, while looking out for character development.

	Independent Practice
	Teacher gives homework “read the nursery rhyme 'Humpty Dumpty' on the board and write assess giving reasons, whether the character Humpty Dumpty exhibit character development ” for practice

	Assessment
	Mark the assignment

	Learning Materials
	nursery rhyme “Humpty Dumpty” 
“Julius, the Baby of the World” by Kevin Henkes.
“Cinderella” by Charles Perrault 
Chalk board

	Remarks, and Follow Up
	Give remarks on whether the student comprehended the concept of character development, and their ability to apply the concepts in character analysis in stories



Lesson Plan 4- Types of Characters
	3RD GRADE
	LITERATURE ARTS

	LESSON NUMBER: 4
	STORY THEMES: CHARACTER

	TIME:
	DATE

	NAME OF THE TEACHER:
	“Cinderella” by Charles Perrault  
“The wonderful wizard of Oz” by L. Frank

	Objectives   
	By the end of the lesson, the students should be able to understand the different types of characters including protagonist, and antagonist
The students should be able to identify the conflicts that the characters are involved in

	Overview of The Previous Lesson
	The teacher will offer an overview and a comprehensive summary of the things that were taught during the last literature lesson to provide a foundation for the current lesson.
Overview of the previous lessons provides students with an effective transition knowledge from the previous lesson to the current lesson 

	Introduction
	The teacher will define terms such as protagonist, antagonist, static and dynamic characters
The teacher will also define conflict in a story, and illustrate using a personal story

	Direct Instruction
	The teacher lets the students understand that they will be required to recognize the different types of characters, and whether the characters are static or dynamic  in the story “Cinderella” by Charles Perrault 
the teacher will read the story, and use it to illustrate types of characters

	Interactive Guided Practice
	The teacher will ask the students to name a protagonist and antagonist in the previous stories read in class.
The teacher will ask the students to name the static and dynamic characters in the stories read previously in class
The teacher will ask the students to give reasons for their classification of characters

	Summary of The Lesson
	Teachers will give a summary of the types of characters

	Independent Practice
	Teacher gives homework “read The wonderful wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum, and identify the different types of characters, citing whether they are static or dynamic” for practice

	Assessment
	Mark the assignment

	Learning Materials
	“Cinderella” by Charles Perrault  
“The wonderful wizard of Oz” by L. Frank , Power Point 

	Remarks, and Follow Up
	Give remarks on whether the student comprehended the concept of types of characters, and their ability to apply the concepts in character analysis in stories



Lesson Plan 5- Character Analysis Through Role Acting
	3RD GRADE
	LITERATURE ARTS

	LESSON NUMBER: 5
	STORY THEMES: CHARACTER

	TIME:
	DATE

	NAME OF THE TEACHER:
	“The Tale of Peter Rabbit”  by Beatrix Potter. 

	Objectives   
	By the end of the lesson, the students should be able to do a character analysis in a play that would be performed during the lesson
The students should be able to identify various elements of the week’s theme and employ them in their character analysis

	Overview of The Previous Lesson
	The teacher will offer an overview and a brief summary of the things that were taught during the last four literature lesson to provide a foundation for the current lesson.
Overview of the previous lessons provides students with an effective transition knowledge from the previous lesson to the current lesson 

	Introduction
	The teacher will let the class listen to the online story “The Tale Of Peter Rabbit” by Beatrix Potter, and highlight the key elements and concept that would be used in character analysis

	Direct Instruction
	The teacher lets the students understand that they will be required to perform a character analysis after watching and role acting of the online story “The Tale of Peter Rabbit”  by Beatrix Potter. 

	Interactive Guided Practice
	Before role playing, the teacher will ask the students to identify some of the character elements and concepts in the script
The students will them act the script (which they had been practicing throughout the week)

	Summary of The Lesson
	The Teacher will commend the student actors, and highlight what character analysis would entail

	Independent Practice
	Teacher gives homework “do a character analysis for the story that has just been performed in class” for practice

	Assessment
	Mark the assignment

	Learning Materials
	Online story “The Tale of Peter Rabbit”  by Beatrix Potter, a lap top, a projector, speakers

	Remarks, and Follow Up
	Give remarks on whether the student comprehended the concept of character theme learnt throughout the week, and their ability to apply the concepts in character analysis in stories



How the Objectives for the Lessons Measure Concepts Discussed in Class
Usually, the role of characters in any text is vital in unfolding the plot, and also bringing out the themes in a story. Also, when analyzing the character traits, the themes of the stories are brought out. For instance, in analyzing the characters in “Cinderella”, the themes of jealousy and true love emerge. In the same manner, some of the learning materials and stories such as “Humpty Dumpty” Nursery Rhyme promote phonemic awareness. Each of the lesson plans has utilized literature from different genres. For instance, lesson plan one “Little Snow White” is a fairly tale. In lesson plan two “I love you grandma” is a picture book.” In lesson plan three “Julius, the Baby of the World” by Kevin Henkes is in the fiction genre, while humpty dumpty is a nursery rhyme in lesson plan four, “Cinderella” and “The wonderful wizard of Oz” is a fairly tales and fantasy fiction respectively. In lesson plan five, “The Tale of Peter Rabbit”  is a fiction.
Plan on Sharing with Families
I wish to share the literature that I have used in this unit with the parents. I will do so by inviting them for a parents literary night whereby I will share the literature we have been using through a parent’s literary presentation. This will be effective because I will be able to capture as much information as possible as compared to a newsletter. It will also preset a platform for further discussion regarding the unit, and how we should collaborate with parents in aiding the children’s literay development.
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