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Fraud and abuse in nursing homes
In the UK, research findings indicate that after neglect, financial abuse is the most prevalent mistreatment type (Social Care Institute for Excellence). The findings indicate that the elderly, specifically those suffering from dementia, are taken advantage of. It can be observed that between 60 and 80 percent of the identified financial abuses against the elderly happened in nursing homes, while 15 and 20 percent of such abuses take place in residential care (Social Care Institute for Excellence). It can be observed that, whereas people in nursing homes can be well protected compared to those individuals residing alone or living isolated lives, persons in nursing homes are vulnerable to financial abuse. 
For example, the home may decide to use the individual’s money as payment for goods used in the home without the person’s authorization. Additionally, relatives can receive benefits on behalf of the individual in nursing care but fail to pass the personal allowance on. Furthermore, the appointed authority may fail to manage the finances of the individual as expected (Social Care Institute for Excellence).
 From the article, it could be observed that a section of care provides did not consider reporting fraudulent ‘deputies’ or ‘appointees’. Therefore, it can be observed that sometimes, fraud exists because of the inability of care providers to raise concerns when some deputies or appointees make corrupt decisions. 
According to the Associated Press, fraud appears to be rampant in nursing homes as indicated by the fraud scam worth $1billion. In this scam, three people have been accused of utilizing several Miami nursing homes to defraud medical programs that have been funded by taxpayers. 
In this fraud case, Philip Esformes is accused of liaising with two conspirators and a compound association of dishonest doctors and medical facilities to refer many patients to their facilities. These referrals were done even where the patients did not meet the criteria for the services. It can be observed that these unwarranted services were carried out while disregarding the patients’ welfare. For example, it merged that drug addicts would be provided with opioids such as Fentanyl and OxyContin in addition to other narcotics with the intention of enticing the addicts to prolong their stay in unwarranted facilities. Additionally, it emerged that Esformes, Arnaldo Carmouze, and Odette Barcha steered patients to other healthcare institutions and received kickbacks for such actions. Furthermore, upon attaining the stay limit in a given facility, the conspirators ensured the client was transferred to another facility. Thus, the conspirators continued to engage in corrupt deals with the intention of misusing taxpayers’ funds. 
An FOI request to the Care Quality Commission revealed that the majority of elderly individuals in nursing homes were victims of fraud. Between 2013 and June 2016, about 12968 investigations were carried out by the CQC pertaining to probable financial abuse, and results indicated that about 848 victims out of 2826 were aged above 85 years. Examples of financial abuses include coercing vulnerable individuals to give out money, coercing them to append their signatures over particular property, and using debit or credit cards or cheques without the individuals’ permission. It also emerges that in some instances, family members use the power of attorney agreement cunningly to possess valuable assets. Thus, it can be observed that patients in nursing homes are vulnerable to exploitation by their caretakers. 
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