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Progress made in the US in Liberty, Equality and Power
Reconstruction emerged after the civil war and it was America’s attempt to fulfill its promise of political and civil equality. As a result, reconstruction in 1865-1877 enabled freed slaves in the south to earn voting rights and hold office for the first time (Murrin 460). Progress was equally made in liberty and power after the reconstruction period. The progress touched on many different areas associated with liberty, equality and power hence they provide a great insight of the transformation that has taken place throughout the American History in a political, cultural and social context. Therefore, the significant progress made in the US after the civil war is evident in liberty, equality and power themes.
Liberty
Liberty is the social or political freedoms that people in society are entitled to have. Mill defines liberty as the protection of the freedom of an individual’s right to express their independence (Barry 99). With this regard, Mill also presents an argument that suggests that the United States has progressed to a point where the leaders are ready to serve their subordinates and they also show their interests to lead (Cate 39). However, an in-depth analysis of the leadership in the United States shows that people have freedom, rights, and independence but they do not rule themselves. As a result, they are significantly influenced by those in leadership. This autocracy that exists in leadership is translated as the power of public opinion hence there must be a way to protect the citizens from the public opinion. Also, after the civil war, “the blessings of liberty” were no longer defined by race hence political participation by the former slaves became a core element of freedom and liberty during the reconstruction period.
Equality
[bookmark: _GoBack]Equality during the civil war and the reconstruction period was the struggle for fairness, especially among the African-Americans. Their desire to gain equality and autonomy is what defined and shaped their freedom. As a result, the end of the civil war was followed by conventions and meetings by the Blacks from the South demanding for voting rights, equal access to schools, public facilities, and transportation (Masur 174). These demands, as well as the protests against racial inequality, has made the United States progress in achieving equality, especially for the African-Americans in terms of voting, political participation and access to public facilities.
Power
Power in the United States is defined as an individual’s outstanding nature, strengths and the responsibilities associated with it. During the civil war, there was an imbalance of power based on the slavery that existed during this period. Furthermore, the US citizens had little involvement in governance and authority was under a unitary system. Political participation of the minority groups and the women was minimal and non-existent. However, with reconstruction came the end of slavery, was more power-sharing and increased political participation among the minority in the American society. As a result, there has been tremendous progress in the democracy of the United States. Moreover, after the civil war, the United States has made progress to the extent that it has surpassed other nations and become the most powerful nation in the world hence its influence extends across the world (Murrin 590).
Conclusion
It is evident that the United States has made tremendous progress based on the themes of liberty, equality, and power. Equality has been achieved especially in the political aspect. However, we cannot ignore the fact that some racial discrimination still exists hence a lot still needs to be done in achieving the equality that America seeks to have as we have the power to do so. Despite this, America has the potential to progress more in the three areas and others as well.
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