Macbeth Essay Assignment-Brainstorm
Brainstorming Ideas: Potential Essay Topics
· The Theme of the Corrupting Power of Overzealous Ambition in “Macbeth”
· How Unchecked Ambition can Lead to One’s Doom
· Ambition; an Enemy of Peace and Order

Possible Thesis Statements
I. This paper will discuss the theme of the corrupting power of overzealous ambition, as is brought out in Shakespeare’s play “Macbeth”.
II. This paper will analyze how Shakespeare has shaped the theme of unchecked ambitions in Macbeth, to depict its destructive end.
III. Shakespeare Macbeth is a case in point of how uncontrolled ambitions could disturb the peace and order of an otherwise peaceful people.
Personal Essay Assignment Outline
Essay topic: The Theme of the Corrupting Power of Overzealous Ambition in “Macbeth”
Introduction: How do you plan on attracting your readers?
I will attract my readers by giving a short synopsis of the play “Macbeth” by Shakespeare, and a foreshadowing of what I would be writing about in the rest of the paper. Similarly, a strong and arguable thesis would be effective in preparing my readers, and generating their curiosity, as they anticipate how I will support my thesis
Thesis Statement
This paper will discuss the theme of the corrupting power of overzealous ambition, as is brought out in Shakespeare’s play “Macbeth”.
Body paragraphs: Each of your three (3) supporting points MUST support your thesis statement
	Supporting point 1(topic sentences)
	Supporting point 2(topic sentences)
	Supporting point 3(topic sentences)

	Immediately after the prophecy is made by the witches, Macbeth who was previously a good-hearted and the morally upright person develops the ambition of becoming the king.
	When the news of the prophecy reaches Lady Macbeth through a letter from Macbeth, her ambitions rise instantly.
	Upon his arrival, Macbeth, and his wife stir each other’s ambitions

	Supporting evidence 1 (from text)
	Supporting evidence 2 (from text)
	Supporting evidence 3 (from text)

	Instead of being grateful for being bestowed the title of the Thane of Cawdor, Macbeth finds himself thinking about how he would kill the king, (Macbeth 1.1). Although the idea of killing the challenges his morality, he is still determined to commit the murder
	Unlike Macbeth whose morality is a hindrance at first, Lady Macbeth does not have a second thought. As a matter of fact, she is ready to do what it takes to convince Macbeth to kill the king.
	The persuasion of Lady Macbeth, and Macbeth’s ambition to become the king, fuels his desire to pursue his evil schemes

	Explanation 1
	Explanation 2
	Explanation 3

	This indicates that initially, Macbeth was an upright man. That is why his conscious is disturbing him, at the thought of murdering the king. However, his ambition of becoming a king overpowers his morality, and at the compulsion of his wife, he ends up killing King Duncan.

	Lady Macbeth is ready to do anything that it takes in order to become the Scottish queen. For her, there is no turning back.

	Eventually, his ambitions made him kill all the people he suspected to be his enemies. However, this was his doom because his enemies ganged up against him, and killed him.






