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The Theme of the Corrupting Power of Overzealous Ambition in “Macbeth”
Macbeth is among Shakespeare’s famous plays. The plot of the play is prompted by the prediction of three witches. The prediction triggers a spirit of ambition in Macbeth and his wife, making them plot to commit treasury by killing King Duncan. Even though Macbeth succeeds the king as they had expected, his fears did not end there. He was still worried that Banquo’s sons would take his place on the throne as the three witches had already prophesied. Therefore, Macbeth continues with his murderous acts in order to keep the throne. This paper will discuss the theme of the corrupting power of overzealous ambition, as is brought out in Shakespeare’s play “Macbeth”.
Immediately after the prophecy is made by the witches, Macbeth who was previously a good-hearted and the morally upright person develops the ambition of becoming the king. Macbeth’s ambition is further heightened when just a few minutes after the witches’ prophesies, he has bestowed the title of Thane of Cawdor. He starts contemplating “so far the witches have told me two things that came true, so it seems like this will culminate in my becoming king.” (Macbeth 1.1). As a matter of fact, instead of being grateful for being bestowed the title of the Thane of Cawdor, Macbeth finds himself thinking about how he would kill the king, “…why do I find myself thinking about murdering King Duncan, although it’s so horrifying that it makes my hair stand on end and my heart pound inside my chest” (Macbeth 1.1). This indicates that initially, Macbeth was an upright man. That is why his conscious is disturbing him, at the thought of murdering the king. However, his ambition of becoming a king overpowers his morality, and at the compulsion of his wife, he ends up killing King Duncan.
When the news of the prophecy reaches Lady Macbeth through a letter from Macbeth, her ambitions rise instantly. Unlike Macbeth whose morality is a hindrance at first, Lady Macbeth does not have a second thought. As a matter of fact, she is ready to do what it takes to convince Macbeth to kill the king. After reading Macbeth’s letter, she contemplates “you’re going to be king, just like you were promised” (Macbeth 1.5). However, she wonders whether Macbeth’s morality would prevent him from murdering the king, stating “you want to be powerful, and you don’t lack ambition, but you don’t have the mean streak that these things call for” (Macbeth 1.5). After realizing that Macbeth’s conscious might hinder him from killing the king, Lady Macbeth intends to persuade her husband into murdering the king. She cannot wait for him to come home, as she notes, “hurry home so I can persuade you and talk you out of whatever’s keeping you from going after the crown” (Macbeth 1.6). When the message arrives that the King would be a visitor in their castle, she immediately plans on how she would murder him, she notes, “so the messenger is short of breath… as he announces Duncan’s entrance into my fortress where he will die” (Macbeth 1.1). Lady Macbeth is ready to do anything that it takes in order to become the Scottish queen. For her, there is no turning back.
Upon his arrival, Macbeth, and his wife stir each other’s ambitions. However, Macbeth’s conscious is still disturbing him. He knows that his evil act will bring him bad tidings. He indicates, “Justice being equal to everyone, forces us to drink from the poisoned cup that we serve to others” (Macbeth 1.6). In the same line, he admits to himself that Duncan is a good king, who is morally upright, and who trusts him completely. In fact, Macbeth feels that he; being his subject and his kinsman, he ought to be protecting the king and “closing the door in his murderers face, not trying to murder him” (1.7). However, the persuasion of Lady Macbeth, and his ambition to become the king, fuels his desire to pursue his evil schemes. As a matter of fact, Macbeth admitted, “the only thing motivating me is ambition, which makes people rush ahead of themselves towards disaster” (1:7). This means that Macbeth realized what he was doing was wrong. However, his strong desire to be king blinds him, and he proceeds to kill the king. Even after the king dies, Macbeth’s ambition is not satisfied. He, therefore, proceeds to kill his friend and fellow captain Banquo. According to three witches’ prophesy, Macbeth would be king, but Banquo’s descendants would precede him as king. As a result, after attaining the throne, Macbeth’s ambitions rose higher. He now wants to spare the throne for his own descendants. At this point, his ambitions have become overzealous. Unlike in the first murder, where he was greatly influenced by his wife, he plans the second murder by himself. Eventually, his ambitions made him kill all the people he suspected to be his enemies. However, this was his doom because his enemies ganged up against him, and killed him.
In conclusion, the plot of Shakespeare’s play “Macbeth” has greatly shaped the theme of the corrupting power of uncontrolled ambitions. When Macbeth, who was previously a morally upright man got a prophecy that he would be king, his ambition to gain power and status is kindled. In the same manner, when Lady Macbeth received the news, her evil and over-ambitious nature makes her persuade her husband to kill the king so that they would take the crown from its rightful heir. After killing the king, Macbeth proceeds to kill his friend Banquo, whose sons were to succeed Macbeth according to the prophecy. After the death of Banquo, Macbeth started going after anyone he deemed as an enemy. Eventually, Macbeth’s enemies gangs up against him and kill him.
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