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Libya beyond the Political Revolution 
	Libya is a country located in the northern part of the African continent. While most part of the country is a desert, it is rich in oil.  The country has been under the rule of the colonizers for a long period of time before it gained independence in 1951. It is majorly known for the 42 years of the capricious rule of Muammar Gaddafi.  At first, Gaddafi’s rule was at first endorsing nationalism and self-autonomy, making the nation to have the best living standards in Africa, at one time in history. However, as time went on, Gaddafi’s regime increasing became typified by oppression and totalitarianism. As a result, in 2011, the population was fed up with the deteriorating state of the nation. Therefore, major protests were staged throughout the country, leading to the eventual overthrow of the Gaddafi rule. A transitional government replaced Gaddafi’s rule, but a major political gap was felt within the country resulting in civil wars (BBC News, 2018). As a result, the historical experiences of Libya, especially after the Gaddafi rule have yielded unique political, economic and social status of the country. Accordingly, this paper will discuss several aspects of the country including the lending institutions, health care, and human capital.
	According to the African Development Bank (ADB) (2014), after the overthrow of Gaddafi’s rule, the post-revolution government, though amidst numerous struggles embarked on restoring security and stability in the nation. It is in this quest that the government invited international lending institutions including the International Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to negotiate and identify potential areas of collaboration and growth. However, the involvement of the lending institutions begs the question of whether they came in as agents of poverty or development partners. The “assistance” offered by both institutions is in form of debts. Not only that, but the debts are associated with hefty interest rates.
	 It is worthwhile to note that Libya does not possess precise investment portfolio and structures. The responsibility of investing the country’s local and international resources falls under the Libyan investment authority. However, this institution lacks a clear and comprehensive perception of Libya’s domestic and international investment portfolio and structure. This means that the financial assistance offered by the IMF and the World Bank is not put into productive investments. As a result, it becomes hand to repay the debts, coupled with high-interest rates. This not only hinders the nation from recovering from its stagnant growth, but it hinders economic growth (African Development Bank (ADB) 2014). 
	Secondly, the lack of capacity enhancement and capacity building before offering the financial help increases the debt crises and hinders efficient implementation of the intended purpose (Muriithi, 2012). Notably, the political and social turmoil in Libya is a significant consideration for the implementation of the internationally funded project. Furthermore, the case of a transitioning government cannot be overlooked in the Libyan case. However, the IMF and the World Bank can be regarded as offering loans “blindly” without a comprehensive implementation plan for the funds. This leads to delays in the initiation of the projects or their eventual cancellation. 
	A good illustration of this effect is a scenario that occurred in between 2009 and 2013 when the World Bank approved for funding to promote exportation in Libya and another funding for small and medium enterprises. However, the poor structural capacity for Libya and the political turmoil in the nation during that time hindered the initiation and implementation of such projects, leading to the cancellation of the funding (ADB, 2014). This is a clear indication that both institutions provide funding without necessarily preparing the ground for the utilization of such funds. As such, when the government receives the funds without a laid down blueprint for implementation, the funds are misallocated or used in corruption by the political class. At the end of the day, the country ends up paying back for the funds and the accrued interest, but with nothing to show in terms of project implementation. As such, without any economic development, the country ends up languishing in poverty and always in need of further funding, leading to a debt crisis.
	One of the ways in which a healthy population can strengthen the Libyan economy is by reducing the health expenditure. For instance, according to the World Health Organization (2015), the health crisis associated with the civil war in Libya had significant detrimental impacts on the already overburdened Libyan economy. An increased health expenditure was witnessed due to the costs accrued while sending the Libyans abroad for specialized treatments. Secondly, a healthy population in Libya would promote a productive workforce; which a vital aspect of economic growth. However, sickly workers are not able to yield optimal productivity. In fact, they are likely to hinder productivity especially in cases where their family members are obliged to stop working in order to take care of their sickly family member. Thirdly, a health population attributes to increased educational and career prospect. Both elements are vital in innovation and problem-solving. As a matter of fact, Oster, Shoulson, and Dorsey (2013) noted that a 10% increase in life expectancy at birth is linked to substantial economic growth. Therefore, health is a vital factor in economic growth. Fourthly, an unhealthy population acts as a hindrance to major economic drivers. For instance, the presence of a communicable disease in Libya is likely to hinder tourists from visiting the country. Such an aspect is a big blow in the tourism sector as a major economic player.
	Notably, the political turmoil and the lengthy civil war in Libya has resulted in numerous casualties in the country. As such, any form of foreign aid that is channeled in the health sector in the country is used to cater for the immediate health concerns resulting from the war. It would be impossible to implement tangible projects in the health sector, while there is a shortage of the basic necessities such as medicine and health care (Chami et al., 2012). In the same line, it would be impossible to receive funding for other projects with the political breakdown in the country. As such, after the political revolution in 2011, most of the international funding is directed towards catering for the immediate needs of the health sector. For instance, in April 2016, the French government donated a substantial quantity of medicines to one of Libya’s health care facilities in Benghazi city (France Diplomatie). Other forms of health aids offered by the WHO and the European Union supported the Libyan health sector by providing vital health kits, and other essential medical supplies (WHO, 2014).  In view of this, it is evident that any foreign aid channeled in the health sector would be utilized to cater for the immediate humanitarian crisis.
	In conclusion, the funding from the IMF and the World Bank in Libya has resulted in political, social and economic issues through corruption, misallocation of the funds, a debt crisis due to the hefty interest rates, and poverty due to the economic burden. On a different vein, a healthy nation in Libya would enhance the country’s economy through optimal productivity, reduction in health expenditures, enhanced educational and career prospects as well as the promotion of tourism. Yet, the political instability in the country has hindered international funding. Nonetheless, the health aid received by the country is directed towards solving the immediate health and humanitarian crisis caused by war. As such, no funding has been channeled in tangible projects in the health sector. 
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