Running head: SCIENCE IN THE MEDIA
SCIENCE IN THE MEDIA                                                                                                 8



Science in the Media
Student’s Name
Institution
Date










1. Envisions of a “scientist.” 
At the mention of the word “scientist,” some of the characteristics that come to mind are introverts, loners, and eccentrics. From a personal perspective, the perception of a loner appeared due to the presentations that scientists spent too much time alone doing experiments. Since scientists need to deal with extensive investigations and tests, they may not have time to socialize, hence the lonely lifestyle (Eugster, 2007). Additionally, the fact that scientists spent too much of their time locked in rooms trying to find solutions to given challenges or trying to generate innovations, they are introverts. Scientists do not appear to have a social life, but they attach meaning to the lab and the equipment they use to carry out their experiments. 
Some of the famous characters from the media that come into mind include Hubert J. Farnsworth, who is popular for the keenness for creating doomsday gadgets. Some of these gadgets include the Electronium Hat, F-Ray Flashlight, and Smell-O-Scope among others (Wired Staff, 2012). Another notable character is Eleanor Arroway, especially due to her role in trying to investigate the existence of aliens (Wired Staff, 2012). There is another popular character named Victor Frankenstein, who is famed for generating life in the form of an atrocious monster (Marshall, 2008). All these characters are eccentric. 







2. Personal perceptions about a scientist 
My image of what a scientist does has changed over time. Previously, I did not have a concrete understanding about scientists as a profession rather than the way media presented them in the form of men in white lab coats and who kept to themselves. However, I have come to learn that scientists have unique and critical roles of formulating, undertaking, testing, and evaluating information from tests and trials carried out in controlled environments, such as laboratories (Micheel, Nass, & Omenn, 2012). It is through the findings acquired from these tests that conclusions are made based on the objective of the trials. I have come to learn that science is broad and that scientists are found in fields such as medicine, astronomy, and environment, among others. Therefore, scientists play critical roles in people’s lives because their findings dictate how people should behave, what they should eat to remain sustainable. Regarding climate change, for example, scientists provide information on how climate change can be controlled (Feldman, 2016). 
Therefore, personal perceptions about scientists have changed from the way it was earlier. The change emanates from taking time to learn more about scientists, not from only the media, but other sources such as scientific journals. Some of these learning materials have been accessed online while others from libraries. These materials have explained what scientists have done, their educational journeys, their ambitions, and their successes and failures. This information assists in creating a new perception about people that have always been presented as loners, eccentric, and socially awkward, and villains. On the contrary, it emerges that scientists play significant roles in improving the lives of all humankind. 


3. Heroes, villains, or combination of the two
Fictional scientists can be presented as heroes, villains, or a combination of the two. Although scientists have been shown as villains in the majority of films and additional media, there are also instances where scientists are promoted as heroes. A survey conducted by Discover magazine involving 1000 horror films produced between 1931 and 1984 revealed that only one percent of these films where scientists were presented as heroes, while scientists were presented as villains in 41 percent of these films (Moreno, 2014). From the Discover magazine findings, it can be deduced that the majority of films depict scientists as villains and not as heroes. 
However, this does not mean that all films depict scientists as villains. Some films have been used to illustrate scientists as heroes. For example, scientists have been presented as heroes in movies such as Iron Man, CSI, Fantastic Four, and the Big Bang Theory. In CSI, for example, scientists are portrayed as heroes because of the role they play in solving crimes (Moritz, 2013). Scientists in this film play an imperative role in bringing justice to the afflicted by ensuring those responsible for causing the crimes are arrested and jailed.  In other instances, scientists are portrayed as both heroes and villains. For example, in Jurassic Park, whereas scientists use their knowledge to bring about the past into the current by giving life to dinosaurs, the effects of the film are also attributed to the scientists. The havoc caused by the dinosaurs in Jurassic Park is attributed to the scientists, who are presented as antagonists because the devastation is attributed to their innovations. Although scientists are responsible for creating these innovations and thus becoming heroes, these innovations tend to wreck havoc to the community and environment in the same setting. Therefore, scientists are presented as both heroes and villains in the same film. 


4. Positive, negative, or neutral force perspective
In the majority of media presentations, scientists have been presented from a negative outlook. The media may decide to offer information in a given way by omitting what they may deem unimportant based on what the media wants to achieve (Happer & Philo, 2013). In the scientific field, the inability of journalists to understand science’s nuance and complexity limits their ability to get the right translation (Feldman, 2016). Therefore, journalists will decide to use the information they feel comfortable to handle and such information may not incorporate all the ultimate findings of the scientists’ investigations. 
Journalists, due to their yearning for novelty and dramatization, may decide to use information that will appear to allow them to achieve novelty and dramatization (Feldman, 2016). In such circumstances, the public will be relying on the information broadcasted by the journalists, and it may be the only information available to the public at that time. Therefore, the public will be forced to believe in such information based on the media’s role of providing information to the public. Since the majority of the population depends on media for information, it is easy for the media to sway public opinion regarding a given issue, which in this case is science and scientists. For example, environmental journalists have been known to overstate associations between severe weather and climate alterations to convince their audience to take a certain stand on the matter (Feldman, 2016).  
Additionally, environmental journalists tend to use terms such as ‘climate tragedy’ when trying to promote the ideology that global warming is disastrous. By using the term climate tragedy, the journalists want to attract the attention of the audience concerning climate matters, thus using media to sway the opinion of the public. Thus, journalists can decide to use their views to promote a given message to the public. For example, the media broadcasts a skewed opinion concerning cloning thus leading the public to assume perceptions depending on the media’s information (Maio, 2006).  





















5. Impact of media’s portrayal of science and its influence on societal perceptions
 How media portrays scientists influences how society perceives people in the science profession, positively or negatively. When the media represents scientists negatively, the public assumes a similar perception and vice versa. For example, in children’s fiction, media portrays scientists as eccentric and hairy males clad in white coats (Eugster, 2007).  This presentation makes children grow up with an image that all scientists are strange, hairy and that they are always clad in white coats. The majority of these media shows portray scientists as being socially awkward, unorthodox, and slaves to their work (Eugster, 2007). Furthermore, scientists are depicted engaging in risky experiments that have the potential of harming humankind. Therefore, this image presented by media concerning scientists sometimes makes people afraid to participate in scientific professions. There is the fear that one may become socially awkward or unorthodox after participating in a scientific profession. There are fears that an individual may have a lonely social life and the inability to maintain social ties may further force the scientist to forego family life and dedicate all energy in the lab conducting experiments. 
The media’s inability to grasp the dynamics of science has attributed to the way it presents scientific issues. It is worth noting that science is a compound, incremental, sometimes unsatisfactory practice that depends on a tentative language and odds (Feldman, 2016). These characteristics that define science do not fit with journalists’ yearning for freshness, personalization, dramatization, and balance. This variation means that science’s nuance and intricacy is frequently not translated as expected by media personalities. For example, media, in search of dramatization and personalization, may over-publicize an isolated scientific discovery or risk (Feldman, 2016).Therefore, if the media decides to concentrate on the risk of a given scientific test; the public may view scientists as a risk to humanity rather than professionals striving to improve the way of life through inventions and innovations. Thus, media profoundly influence how the public views scientists.  

        



















6. Impact of media on science and its influence on research and technology
How science is portrayed by the media influences how specific research and technology is perceived, received and accepted by the public. For example, in ‘CSI’ the crime television series on TV shows that the solving of crime is entirely easy. CSI makes the process of solving crimes using technology, such as DNA extremely easy because of the way every person’s fingerprints appear to be found in the DNA database (Moritz, 2013). However, things are entirely different in a real situation where the police intend to solve a crime. It is possible to encounter a crime where the perpetrators are not found in any database, hence making the process of solving the crime, challenging. 
Additionally, the way the investigators are presented in the media (‘CSI’) is completely different from the way they appear in real life. For example, ‘CSI’ presents individuals working in the crime scene as highly fashionable with fancy suits that cost about $3000 and stiletto heels (Moritz, 2013). However, the situation is different in a real investigation because the investigators are not clad in such suits and stiletto heels. Additionally, TV shows tend to portray a message that crimes can be solved in less than one hour based on the observation that every crime is typically resolved in one episode. However, the process of investigations, gathering evidence, and concluding about the criminal may take several months or years. 
Media continues to play a critical role regarding science and how the public perceives it. The media negatively portrays cloning with warnings that its success could be detrimental to the survival of humankind (Maio, 2006). The way media describes cloning instills fear in people such that they feel uneasy about the process even though the statements used in the media regarding the process are not based on scientific facts. Therefore, people tend to fear that the generation of another ‘copy’ of animal or human would threaten humanity or alter the entire fabric of society. Thus, anytime the cloning subject is brought up, there is opposition as people try to present their views why it should not proceed, based on the influence of the media. Therefore, the media influences how specific technology and research is perceived and accepted by the public. 
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