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Evil at its worst!
	In her book Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë, the story of the conflicting relationship between two families; the Earnshaws of the Wuthering Heights and the Lintons of the Thrushcross Grange.  The plot unfolds through a narration by Mrs. Nelly Dean. The story is characterized by conflicts, love, hatred, selfishness, revenge, greed among other themes. Most of the conflicts revolve around Heathcliff; an orphan from Liverpool who was adopted into the Earnshaw’s family. The hatred between Mr. Earnshaw’s son Hindley and Heathcliff, as well as the fact that Edgar Linton looked down upon Heathcliff, and married Catherine Earnshaw who was Heathcliff's soulmate, stimulates a sense of bitter revenge in Heathcliff. Through the interactions in the story, the author is able to bring out various types of love as well as the role of nature and “nurture” in defining the character of a child. Accordingly, this paper will explore the romantic and marital love as brought out in the story, and try to prove that the role of nature outweighs the role of nurture in defining the character of a child.
	Brontë brings out romantic love as a one-sided and untrue feeling that is guided by selfishness and infatuation. According to the Collins dictionary, romantic love is characterized by sexual attraction. To start with, the reasons that Catherine gives Nelly of wanting to marry Edgar depict a lot of selfishness. She indicated that she loved Edgar because “he will be rich, and I shall like to be the greatest woman of the neighborhood, and I shall be proud of having such a husband” (123). Although she claims to love Edgar absolutely, she further indicates that if Edgar was not handsome, “she would pity him- perhaps hate him” (123). Certainly, these contexts depict the selfish desires behind Catherine’s romantic love towards Edgar. Furthermore even though she was truly in love with Heathcliff; whom she termed as her soul mate, she indicated that she could not marry him, stating that “it would degrade” her (127). Clearly, Catherine’s romantic love towards Edgar was just an illusion that was stirred by her selfish ambitions. 	In the same vein, Isabella’s love for Heathcliff is a form of infatuation, which she realizes immediately after their marriage. As Catherine put it, “I was informed that if I would but have the manners to stand aside, my rival, as she will have herself to be, would shoot a shaft into your soul that would fix you forever, and send my image into eternal oblivion” (167). Indeed, Catherine was trying to explain to Heathcliff, so that he could make Isabella see sense. This was after she and Nelly had tried to make Isabella see sense in vain. Eventually, she ended up eloping with Heathcliff, and regretting her actions immediately after they got married, after his saw her true colors (245).
	On the other hand, Bronte depicts marital love as a one-sided feeling that is characterized by unfaithfulness of the recipient. Marital love is the love between two married people (Collins Dictionary). While Catherine loves Edgar out of her selfish desires Edgar loves her immeasurably. Her love for her is depicted in the tender and loving care that he shows her during her illness. The narrator states that “No mother could have nursed an only child more devotedly than Edgar tended her.” (214). In fact, “He knew no limits in gratitude and joy when Catherine’s life was declared out of danger” (214) certainly, his tender and loving care depict how genuinely he loved his partner. 
	Conversely, Catherine’s heart belonged to another, as is depicted when she shares intimate moments with his lover and soul mate; Heathcliff. The narrator states that “she put up her hand to clasp his neck, and bring her cheek to his as he held her; while he, in return, covering her with frantic caresses, said wildly…” (258). At the time of this scenario, both Catherine and Heathcliff were married to different people. Yet, they were sharing intimate romantic moments. Catherine was being unfaithful to Edgar who loved her dearly. Similarly, Heathcliff was being unfaithful to Isabella who, although having married he hated beyond measure.  As he had told the narrator, “But I don’t care who knows that the passion was wholly on one side.” (242). This is to mean that even though Isabella loved him, he never, at one time reciprocated her love. Rather, he tortured her and cheated on her.
	Notably, Brontë brings out a conflict between nature and “nurture,” and how both elements affected the character of a child. To start with, Heathcliff was determined in shaping Hareton according to his own evil character. According to Catherine, Heathcliff was “an unreclaimed creature, without refinement, without cultivation; an arid wilderness of furze and whinstone”.  Still, Isabella describes him as a “monster”, with a “devilish nature” (275). In view of this, it is understandable that Hareton depicts uncouth behavior which has been drilled into him by Heathcliff. 
	Nonetheless, in most incidents, his nature overcomes his instilled character. For instance, in one instance, he is offended because Cathy refers to him as a servant. Nonetheless, he regains his composure and shows kindness to her when he learned that his hurtful words had hurt her (312). In the same context, when Cathy asked Hareton if the house belonged to his father, Hareton responded by “looking down and blushing bashfully” (311). Conversely, the narrator says that Heathcliff “would stand Hindley’s blows without winking or shedding a tear, and my pinches moved him only to draw in a breath and open his eyes” (59). This shows that even though Heathcliff had tried to influence Hareton’s character, his inborn traits overcame his instilled traits. In another context, Hareton’s good nature is expressed when he shows a willingness to solve the differences between him and his cousin Cathy and to build a friendship (504). Conversely, Heathcliff harbored his bitterness up to the end, even contributing significantly to his beloved Catherine’s death. Revenge was his eventual resolution. He never gave reconciliation a chance. Conversely, Hareton shows a desire to enhace his character Therefore, the contrary characters between Heathcliff and his nephew Hareton indicate that nature indeed plays a major part in building a child’s character as compared to nurture.
	On the other hand, it cannot be argued that Catherine Linton inherited a lot from her mother Catherine Earnshaw.  According to the narrator, the mother was “too mischievous and wayward” (59). Yet, her wild temper is witnessed through the story, and particularly when she slapped Edgar for stopping her from beating up little Hareton (115). She was also proud and selfish, as depicted in her love for Edgar discussed elsewhere in this paper. In fact, when comparing Cathy to her mother, the author indicates that, “she did not resemble her mother; for she could be soft and mild as a dove, and she had a gentle voice and a pensive expression: her anger was never furious, her love never fierce: it was deep and tender”. This indicates a great diversity between Catherine and her daughter (302). 
	In the same manner, unlike her mother who was proud and selfish, the daughter’s humility and generosity are depicted when she apologizes for having looked upon his cousin Hareton and initiated a reconciliation, which bridged their differences. In this case, it can be argued that Cathy Linton’s character was not naturally influenced by her mother’s character. Nonetheless, it can be concluded that she got her good character from her father Mr. Lincoln, who as described elsewhere in this paper, was humble, loving and considerate. Therefore, nature and not nurture build the character of a child.
	In conclusion, the way Brontë brings out the theme of love indicates that love depends on the character of the lover. For instance, Catherine’s and Heathcliff’s love is influenced by their selfish desires. On the other hand, Linton’s and Isabella’s love is not reciprocated because those they love do not love them back. Clearly, instead of yielding happiness, untrue love has brought yielded a lot of suffering, bitterness, and hatred for the parties involved. In the same vein, although the parents or the guardian may try to influence a child’s behavior, instilled traits will always be outweighed by natural traits. However, a child may try; they cannot deny their natural character.
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