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Sociological Imagination: Understanding the Economic Disparity in Australia
	The rate of income distribution inequality in Australia is rising by the day. This trend not only affects the populace at an individual level but also at a social level. For instance, income inequality is associated with lower standard of living for the poor, as well economic instability, Therefore, while income disparity in Australia yields personal problems; these problems are closely linked to the overall social problems. In view of this, in understanding social problems, Mills (1978) noted that sociological imagination helps people to understand two aspects: what is going on in the world, what is happening within their lives and the intersection of these two aspects. As such, this paper will demonstrate how the sociological imagination is important in understanding the economic disparity in Australia.
	Notably, the economic disparity in Australia affects individuals at a personal level as well as at the societal level. As such, sociological understanding would be essential in understanding how these biographic and historic effects intersect, and what this means for the Australia society as a whole. To start with, economic disparity creates a minority rich, and a majority poor. In turn, poverty is associated with various undesirable outcomes. For instance, Holmes (2014) noted that inequality is associated with poor health. Of course, the poor health will be experienced by the individual victims of inequality who form the larger proportion of the Australian community. As a matter of fact, Karlsson et al. (2010) found that countries with unequal wealth distribution experience an overall poor health. This effect is partially attributed to factors such as stress. To some extent, this effect can be viewed from a personal perspective; where the most of the poor individual experience poor health. Nonetheless, the accumulated effects of this scenario yields significant social problems as will be discussed later in this paper.
	 Besides poor health, Holmes (2014) found that income disparity is also associated with poor academic performance. Notably, the income disparity has a segregating effect which hinders optimal academic achievements. According to Palardy (2013), academic achievement of a child is closely related to the aspirations and prospects of their peers. Notably, due to income disparity, children from poor household mingle with others who are also socioeconomically disadvantaged. As such, they end up having overall reduced academic prospects and achievements. 
	The above effects of economic disparity impact on the lives of many individuals in Australia. Nonetheless, the effects definitely have a negative effect on the Australian society as a whole. Therefore, sociological imagination would be vital in understanding the relationship between the biography and historical effects of social inequality, and in finding the solution to this issue. Accordingly, sociological imagination would lead one to understand that a poor populace would lead to an unhealthy nation. Certainly, the sick would suffer at a personal level, but the impact of their sickness would be reflected in the society they are living in. For instance, a sickly populace increases the health expenditure, the morbidity and mortality rates of a nation. From another perspective, a sickly nation yields poor productivity, thus limiting the nation’s ability to create wealth. 
	In the same vein, the limited academic achievement may lower the living standard of the poor leading to the indulgence in criminal activities. This would lead to an insecure nation; thus discouraging investors. Also, limited academic achievements mean that the nation would have a less qualified future workforce. This would hurt the economy of the nation. 
Yet, Mills (1978) suggests that adherence to a single theory or methodology is ineffective in solving social problems. Accordingly, looking at the wealth inequality in Australia from many angles (through sociological imagination) would be essential in developing numerous ways of tackling the problems. According to Mills, (1978), it is only through identifying the personal milieu, and their connections with the current structures and systems, that the government can be able to solve the social problems.
	In conclusion, sociological imagination helps to identify the  biography and history, and link the two elements, and the outcome of such a connection to the society. As such, as described in this paper, sociological imagination is vital in understanding the individual and social effects of economic disparity in Australia and helping the government in identifying the appropriate measures of countering such problems at a personal and societal level.  
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