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Child Abuse-Toulmin Argument
Introduction/Claim: There are various occasions in which people subject children to forms of maltreatment (Network of Victim Assistance). Such children may be physically harmed, sexually abused, or may face emotional neglect and abuse such as unabating child condemning (Perry and Perry 277). This paper argues that all cases of child abuse should be treated severely by law and all should carry maximum sentences.  For example, rather than a parent only losing parental rights, they should also be jailed. 
Significance: Maltreatment of children is a public health concern primarily due to its adverse effects which continue to affect the child later in adulthood by limiting their psychological and social functioning (Lansford et al. 233). Therefore, if there are probabilities that abused children would have their adulthood lives affected due to the abuse, then the perpetrators of such violations should face maximum punishment. 
Reason 1: Child maltreatment leads to hostility and violence in adulthood. According to Anthony (96), many of the children exposed or who had been victims of abuse result in hostility and violence in adulthood.  This statement means that many of these adults lead to violence when faced with challenges. The harm to which they were exposed as children comes to affect them as adults, and they are more prone to engage in violence compared to children who were never exposed to violence. 
Reason 2: Child maltreatment leads to the disorientation of family ties. Furthermore, the majority of these children are taken by governments and placed on foster care, and they can also be moved to different foster cares before they get to adulthood (Besser, Four Corners, and ABC News Digital). Therefore, the children tend to grow up without their biological parents, and this denies them the nuclear-family setting. Such a process whereby children are taken away from their homes leaves them outside of the nuclear-family context since they are taken away from their siblings and additional relatives.
Reason 3: Child abuse leads to school dropout instances (Hagborg, Berglund and Fahlke 41). It can be recognized that the majority of children who have been subjected to child abuse may have challenges completing their education due to the effects of abuse. According to Medical Xpress, girls who experienced abused childhoods had a 24 percent likelihood of dropping out of school, while the boys who had been subjected to abuse in childhood had a 26 percent likelihood of quitting school. 
Counterclaim: Since all cases of child abuse are not the same regarding severity and weight according to the Network of Victim Assistance, the punishment should also differ in magnitude. For example, a child subjected to sexual abuse may take up to 20 years trying to recover from the trauma compared to another form of abuse (Anthony, 15). Additionally, it is possible for abused children not to identify any anomaly or abnormality in the family linking to the abuse (Network of Victim Assistance). Hence, it can be argued that abuse may not be that catastrophic if the affected person cannot realize of any problem. Whereas there are such extreme abuses as sexual abuse, there are others not as extreme such as neglect. 
Rebuttal: Whereas some forms of abuse may not be termed as grave as others, such as the comparison made between sexual abuse and neglect, the abused child is the most affected in all cases (Widom, White, Czaja, and Marmorstein 324). The child suffers the most, and since it is the responsibilities of adults to take care of children, no form of child abuse should be deemed better than the other, because the child’s life may be affected forever. If an abused child can have a challenging adult life due to the effects of abuse during childhood, then it would be better to treat all forms of child abuse as grave for the sake of the child’s life, both in childhood and adulthood. 
Conclusion: In conclusion, child abuse negatively affects children during their childhood and adulthood. It appears that abused children may result in violence and aggression during their adulthood and may even result in crime. Whereas it seems that forms of child abuse vary, the children are most affected and therefore; all types of child abuse should carry maximum sentences.   
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