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Introduction
Globalization and increased population have shown to have an impact on nature in terms of animal and plant habitats. Animals have been displaced while plant species have been lost due to these changes. However, several steps have been taken to ensure that these species do not become extinct. The essay discusses the evolution of zoos to become conservation centers and their role in educating the public. It also discusses some of the economic pressures that zoos face concerning capacity, space, and resources, that can hinder their conservation efforts. Furthermore, it will also discuss how species get on the Endangered Species List. Moreover, it will present an ethogram graph about the behavior of elephants in a zoo. 
1. Evolution of Zoos
Zoos evolved as centers for the conservation of species deemed to be in danger of becoming extinct (Chrulew, 2011). Due to the loss of biodiversity, which was orchestrated by globalization and population growth, it was deemed necessary to establish centers that would ensure the threatened species do not become extinct (Keulartz, 2015). These centers would hold the threatened species under controlled conditions with the hope of increasing the population alive and thus preserving the species. The zoo was envisaged as a type of Noah’s Ark with it objective being preservation of species through reproduction and reintroduction programs (Keulartz, 2015). Since the animals are kept in controlled environments, their lives can be closely monitored in order to gain the desired results. 
The zoos play a significant role regarding public education in the sense that they provide the public with an opportunity of interacting with the animals at close range. In the wild, the animals’ natural habitat, it may be dangerous for the public to visit and learn about the animals without risking the lives of the people. However, zoos do not provide the animals with sufficient space as would be the case had the animals been in the wild (Keulartz, 2015). The animals in conservation areas face movement restrictions, and their feeding program becomes the responsibility of the keepers and not the animals as would have been the case had they be in the wild.  
2. Economic pressures faced by zoos
One of the economic pressures faced by zoos is space (Keulartz, 2015). Zoos need sufficient spaces to host the animals, and as these animals continue to grow in population, many of the zoos do not have a solution regarding increasing the space in order to accommodate the increasing population (Worland, 2017). Additionally, Worland asserts that some of the animals, such as elephants need extensive spaces compared to those provided in the zoos. Therefore, the majority of these large animals, do not get the space they desire to move in the zoos as would have been the case had they be in the wild. 
Additionally, many zoos lack the capacity to increase their spaces, for example, when they need to take care of an increased population (Conde et al., 2013). The source of capital for these establishments may not be sufficient to enhance the expansion of zoos to accommodate a rise in population. Since the majority of the zoos depend on visitors, the accumulated funds may not be sufficient to undertake any significant improvements (Whitworth, 2012). In addition to the capacity, the majority of zoos suffer from lack of resources. Resources are necessary for the achievement of objectives such as expansions (Keulartz, 2015). Zoos need to employ qualified personnel that can assist the establishment achieve its desired objectives such as maintaining healthy animals. Furthermore, financial resources are also necessary for the employment of workers for the general maintenance of the zoos. Without these resources, it would be challenging for the zoos to meet their objectives and the healthy existence of the animals would be jeopardized. 
3. Endangered species
Endangered species are those whose habitats have been greatly threatened such that their survival becomes impossible. Any plant or animal that is threatened such that it nears its extinction is regarded as endangered species. Without the taking of urgent measures to conserve the species, such a species would become extinct and be forgotten. Species, whose existence have been endangered by human activity and ecological impacts of the global warming are considered endangered species. 

Ethogram of elephant behavior
	Time
	Elephant behavior

	10:57 AM
	Two adults and a calf moving around the zoo; One blows up dust

	12:00 PM
	Three adult elephants milling around the fence

	1:00 PM
	Two adult elephants moving close to the fence

	3:50 PM
	One elephant blowing dust up; another splashing water

	4:00 PM
	Different elephants moving in separate directions around the zoo

	4:09 PM
	Adult and calf moving around the enclosure



After seeing the webcam, my perception of the elephants changed. It could be observed that the spaces provided by the zoos for these animals are not sufficient. Based on the way the animals moved about, it appeared that they deserved a larger space. Furthermore, they appeared isolated or in captivity based on the use of the fence to restrict their movements. For animals their size, the elephants need an extensive space where they can rear their calves, in an environment that provides them with the right food. In the wild, the responsibility of sourcing for food would be the elephants’, but in the zoos, the keepers bore the responsibility of feeding them. Therefore, the extent to which the elephants got satisfied depended on the devotion and trustworthiness of the keepers. 
Technology plays significant roles by providing the public with an opportunity to witness the transpirations of animal parks and zoos under the conservation concept (Kobilinsky, 2016). Technology has a negative influence on people’s feelings toward the conservation of wildlife. By watching the webcams, people can see the animals’ environment in the zoo and gauge their behaviors based on their environment. The technology, for example, regarding the elephants showed how the fences restricted the movement of the animals by confining them to a given space. 
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