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New Industries in Lower Canada
Industries have played a significant role in the economic growth of Canada. Notably, some of the industries such as the fur and timber trade are the oldest and the most significant industries in Canada. European settlers formed powerful alliances with the settlers and dominated the fur trade for a long time. Fur trade then became one of the leading economic ventures in North America following its widespread in other European countries (Francis, Jones and Smith 107). Consequently, many countries including Canada came to depend on the Fur trade as their primary source of income. Since then the fur trade has continued to be a significant contributor to Canada’s economic growth.
Trade in timber is also believed to have stimulated economic growth in Canada during the colonial period. The Napoleonic Wars in Canada enhanced the growth of the timber trade following the existence of logging camps. The production of the timber in the early 19th century mostly took place in the Ottawa River Valley and the tributaries of St. Lawrence. The demand for timber in Europe contributed to the growth of timber trade which then resulted in investment and immigration in Canada (Peck 170). Timber trade is also attributed to have contributed to exploration, development of infrastructure as well as the building of villages and towns. However, later on, the trade of timber was faced with numerous challenges such as commercial uncertainties, adverse weather conditions, and imperfect markets which resulted in the fluctuations of prices and the demand of wood in Canada. Even though the Fur and timber trade played a crucial role in opening up economic activities in Canada, Agriculture is attributed to have established permanent economic and social settlements in Canada. The ability to be self-supporting regarding food production was vital to permanent settlement hence enhancing agriculture among the settlers. Therefore, agriculture was a significant factor in economic development during this period (Watkins). Notably, throughout the 19th century, agriculture remained at the heart of the economy in Lower Canada.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The timber and agricultural industries emerged because of the conditions that favored the sustainability of industry as well as readily available raw materials. These industries had a lot of benefits to the Lower Canada. Other than tremendous economic development, thousands of jobs were created as a result of the new industries. Till today, the lumber trade is attributed to creating thousands of jobs to Canadian citizens when the volume of production was high. The industry is also attributed to have resulted in the development of infrastructure as more roads were built to facilitate the transportation of the timber to other countries (Peck). Moreover, agriculture had a lot of benefits to Lower Canada as it was the primary source of food for the settlers which kept them from starving. Early agriculture also contributed to an increase in population in Canada. It was also the primary source of income for the farmers in Canada.
Industrialization through the establishment of the timber and agricultural industries brought a lot of changes to the Lower Canadian Society. For instance, the need for more workers in the factories revolutionized the living standards of most people. Consequently, many people living in Canada were able to sustain their basic needs. Those who could not work or had retired ended up spending their lives in poor houses. As a result, industrialization is Lower Canada contributed to social stratification with the merchants being in the upper class in the 19th century. Therefore, the emergence of the new industries contributed to many significant changes in Lower Canada that are evident until today.
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