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We Wanted a Revolution: Black Radical Women, 1965-85
	This was an art exhibition held at Brooklyn Museum from 21st April to 17th September 2017. According to Brooklyn Museum, the exhibition represented what Black Africa women fought for socially, culturally, politically and artistically during “second-wave feminism”. This marked the first exhibition that advocates for hearing of black women voices and experiences in relation to feminism, racism, politics, and, artistic work and history (Brooklyn Museum). The represented during the exhibition were different groups of artists and campaigners that lived during the period 1965 to 1985, when there was innovative art, political radicalization and social paradigm shift (Brooklyn Museum). Notably, the exhibition was made through painting, photography, performance, film, conceptual, sculpture, video art and, printmaking.
In particular, the discrimination of black women artistic work inspired the 2017 exhibition at Brooklyn Museum. In fact, the title of Exhibition, “We Wanted a Revolution” was categorically inspired by one occurrence in 1977. According to Keller, a group called Heresies Collective which comprised of mostly white women published its 3rd feminist artistic journal in 1977, without featuring a single black woman (Keller 2017). Consequently, a group known as Combahee River Collective was formed to raise gender and race issues to respond to the purported discrimination (Keller 2017). It is this desire to push for equality that between white and black feminists that motivated black women desire to form a revolution (Keller 2017). This historical enthusiasm to have a revolution advocating for equality between white and black inspired the organizers of the exhibition to choose its title.
	Interestingly, this exhibition boosts the energy and morale for the current advocators of equality between the black and white feminists. In 1960s black artistic groups like Spiral and Black Arts Movement used arts as the vehicle to express racial discrimination (Keller 2017). However, these groups compromised comprised of only one and two women respectively who experienced sexism within. Subsequently, in 1970s women started to form their own art collections which were not essentially feministic (Keller 2017). For instance, Vivian E. Browne, Dindga McCannon and Faith Ringgold organized “the first Black Women’s art exhibition” called “Where We At” in 1971 at Brooklyn (Keller 2017).
	Significantly, according to Hoffman, some of the art featuring in the 2017 exhibition at Brooklyn is Faith Ringgold’s self-portrait called “Early Works #25” in 1965. Her other unique work was “Of My Two Handicaps”, 1972 which symbolizes hardships for being a woman. Most of Ringgold’s work advocated for equity (Hoffman 2017). Another recognized artist whose work featured in the exhibition is Emma Amos. Being the only woman in Spiral group, she made Black Women become visible. Her work portrays mixed racial couple dancing which there is a reflection of a young girl with a sad face in the mirror. This is Amos’s work is a reflection of the discrimination that she experienced in the world as an artist and in Spiral (Keller 2017). According to Keller most of the artist who displayed in Brooklyn exhibition had been involved in both “black feminist” and “black power movement” in the 1960s to 1980s and had their input ignored.  
In conclusion, it is noticeable that Brooklyn exhibition indicates the prolonged black women discrimination in the art. This is very unfortunate when their art reflected and fought for historical injustices like racism in the society. However, the exhibition shows the great contribution black women have made towards the artistic culture.  As such, these kinds of exhibitions should be organized more often to ensure alleviation of women artistic discrimination while promoting feminism. 
Work Cited
"Brooklyn Museum: We Wanted A Revolution: Black Radical Women, 1965–85". Brooklynmuseum.Org, 2018, https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/we_wanted_a_revolution. Accessed 6 May 2018.
Hoffman, Randi. "We Wanted A Revolution: Black Radical Women, 1965-1985". A GATHERING OF THE TRIBES, 2017, http://www.tribes.org/web/2017/10/2/we-wanted-a-revolution-black-radical-women-1965-1985. Accessed 6 May 2018.
Keller, Yelena. "The Overlooked Black Women Who Altered The Course Of Feminist Art". Artsy, 2017, https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-overlooked-black-women-altered-course-feminist-art. Accessed 6 May 2018.



