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Lesson Planning: A Contextualized 3rd Grade Lesson Plan
Lesson planning is an important concept in the teaching profession. A lesson plan is a well-structured plan of a lesson illustrating what the teacher intends to teach the lesson, to whom, how and when.  A lesson plan maintains the teachers’ objectivity during class. It’s an indicator of professionalism in the teaching occupation as its structure helps the teacher to deliver the lesson in an orderly and coherent manner ensuring the content covered in the lesson is objective (Bauml, 2014). A lesson plan is significant as it enables the teacher to evaluate the relevance of the materials and assessment methods used as well pupils’ comprehension of the contents of the lesson delivered. It presents a general overview of the lesson. This work provides a brief discourse on lesson planning importance, components as well as an elaborate contextualized example and a story map. 
A good lesson plan comprises of the following key components. Chiefly, a lesson plan must have the objectives of the plan highlighting the aim of the lesson. Also, it must have the details of the class, mainly the class name, the title of the subject and lesson, names of the teacher, time and date of the lesson. Likewise, it has an elaboration of the materials the teacher intends to use when delivering the lesson and the methods of assessment after the lesson. Additionally, it has direct instructions for pupils where the teacher takes the chance to give an in-class assessment then offers guidance on how to tackle the problem.
Moreover, a lesson plan has an independent practice which could be in form of assignments or home works. Similarly, the lesson plan should have a closure where the teacher gives a summary of the lesson content. Lastly, it should have teachers remarks where the teacher can note the reaction or reception of the lesson by the pupils. Below is a typical example of a grade 3 literature arts class lesson plan presented in a lesson plan template format. During the lesson, the teacher intends to teach on story themes, specifically, character. 
Lesson Plan for 3rd Grade Literature Art-Character Theme in Stories
	3RD GRADE
	LITERATURE ARTS

	LESSON NUMBER:
	STORY THEMES: CHARACTER

	TIME:
	DATE

	NAME OF THE TEACHER:
	Little Snow-White” by Grimm, W., & Grimm, J. (1812)

	Objectives   
	By the end of the lesson, the pupils should comprehend the concept of character in stories
Students should be able to identify, describe various characters as well finding texts within the story to support justification of characters

	Overview of The Previous Lesson
	The teacher gives an overview and generalized summary of the things learned in the previous literature lesson to provide a foundation for the current lesson.
Overview of the previous lessons provides pupils with good transition knowledge from the last lesson to the current lesson 

	Introduction
	The teacher introduces the topic character themes in stories, defines character and gives an example of character traits. 
The teacher explains how to identify character and traits in stories

	Direct Instruction
	The teacher lets the pupils during the lesson they will be required to read and understand the character and character traits in the story “The Little Snow-White” found in Children’s and Household Tales short story by Grimm, W., & Grimm, J. (1812)
Teacher to read the first half of the story and then review it.
Teacher illustrates the character and character traits of the main character snow white, for instance, she is naïve, she repeatedly takes something harmful from the evil queen despite having knowledge that previous the queen, though disguised as an old woman had harmed her in the past.
The teacher also describes what is not regarded as character traits, for instance, the beauty of snow white. 

	Interactive Guided Practice
	The pupils to read the remaining part of the story aloud in turns afterward reflect on the story.
Ask the pupils to identify the character and character traits of the main character such as snow white, the dwarfs, the prince and evil queen

	Summary of The Lesson
	Teachers give a summary of the character and character trait concept and getting text to support character claims

	Independent Practice
	Teacher gives homework “choose a short story of your choice, identify main characters and give three character traits for each” for practice

	Assessment
	Mark the assignment

	Learning Materials
	The Children’s and Household Tales short stories book
The Whiteboard Graphics and story maps
Power points slides

	Remarks, and Follow Up
	Give remarks on whether the student comprehended the concept and their ability to apply the concepts in character analysis in stories


Below is a story map example of main characters in the Little Snow White story
	Snow white



	The prince


	Little snow white



	The dwarfs



	The huntsman


	The evil queen



Story maps help in understanding the story, character, traits, plot among other themes in a story. Basically, they aid comprehension of the story. The above story map will help my 3rd-grade pupils to understand the main characters in the “The Little Snow White” story 
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