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Biblical and Non-Biblical Theories of Humanity
The topic of humanity sparks controversy as many individuals and schools of thought attempt to unravel the mystery of the source of life, the purpose, meaning and destiny of humanity. Religious and non-religious individuals have attempted to explain how humanity could have come into existence. Scientists too have done experiments that have deduced theories while others have invalidated some previously existing theories. This contentious topic is viewed differently by different schools of thoughts. In this essay, I discuss the Christian biblical theories and teachings on humanity and compare them with other non-biblical theories of humanity.
Biblical theory of humanity is founded on the bible and Christian teachings about humanity. This theory acknowledges the role of a supreme being God in creation, who made humanity in his own hands and image (Genesis 1:26-27). The bible in the book of genesis asserts that God in His own sophistication and unfathomable ways created man and woman and breathed life into them (Genesis 2:7). The Biblical theory acknowledges that God is the only source of life. God creates life and sustains it. Erickson, basing his theologian arguments on the bible, asserts that God is the ultimate creator and sustainer of humanity (Erickson 480).
Interestingly, the bible asserts that after creating man and woman, God made them co-creators with him through procreation. He gave them power to reproduce through sexual intercourse (Genesis 1:28, 9:7). Nevertheless, Christian teachings holds a solid perspective that procreation does not make human beings creators of life but rather conduits through which God accomplishes His creation purpose. The bible teachings advocates for the sovereignty of God as the only source of life. The Christian religious philosophy disowns other theories of humanity that purport humanity came into existence through some other means whether scientific or evolutional.
Moreover, the bible teaches that life is precious and priceless. God attaches high value on humanity. First, we see this depiction of His value on humanity when he chose to create humanity with his own hands yet the other things, He just uttered a word and they came into existence. Secondly, Gods place a lot of value on humanity as this is seen in his unfathomable mercy, love, and forgiveness when He gave up His only Son Jesus to die for the sanctification of the transgressions of humanity (John 3:16). Thirdly, when God was furious with the wickedness of humanity during Noah’s era, He wiped out the wicked people but still retained Noah and his family, meaning that He valued humanity (2 Peter 2:5; Isaiah 54:7-10). 
Furthermore, the bible teaches that the purpose of God creating humanity was initially to take care of his creation (Genesis 2:15-16). Later, God gave humanity another purpose- to procreate and fill the earth (Genesis 1:28). Also, God created humanity so that they can live a life that glorifies and praises Him (Ecclesiastes 12:13–14;1 Samuel 12:24; John 17:4). Additionally, the bible asserts that the ultimate destiny of humanity is either heaven or hell. This destiny transformation materialises through death, a phase in human life that serves as the transition from mortal to immortals. The destiny of humanity is in their hands for they were given the free will to choose their actions and will be judged based on their individual action (Jeremiah 17:10). The bible advances the concept of destiny of humanity is either eternal life in heaven or eternal pain in hell depending their actions on earth in many verses for instance in Revelations 21:2,8. 
However, there are non-biblical theories of humanity. I discuss two main theories, the biological evolution theory, and scientific theory. The evolution theory was pioneered by Charles Darwin. It claimed that humanity originated from animals categorically the apes. Darwin claimed that human being were initially animals but evolved morphologically, intellectually and physiologically to become a distinct species (Crawford and Krebs 131). Modern evolutionary scientists have conducted experiments to support these evolutionary paradigms (Grant, and Horn 129) For instance, findings from a study done in East Africa supported the evolutionary concepts. It argued that environment makes the species to evolve so as to adapt to that environment (Passey et al. 4)
Moreover, scientific theories such as molecular and cellular theories claim that life begin as a molecule or a cell (Grant, and Horn 127). Molecular theories purport that life begins as a molecule when a reaction happens and the molecules multiply to form life. On the other hand, cellular theorist believe that humanity comes into existence from cells that multiplies to form life (Grant, and Horn.127-134).  The cellular theory has been proved by a wide array of human biology pedagogy and research work. For instance, science has proved that life begins when a sperm cell and ovum cell fuse then multiply to form a human being. On the other hand, molecular theory has its limitation for it gives probability reasons for the reactions in molecules that create human life (Grant, and Horn 135)
These theories of humanity have one thing in common, that life was created, it did not come into existence from nowhere. Likewise, these theories concur that creation of a human life is a process, where cells from conception multiplies to form a human being. Another similarity in these theories is that they agree that some aspects about human life are controlled by a supreme force. There are somethings that science cannot explain, for instance, the initial origin of life, the first man, and woman, before procreation. However, these theories differ in explaining the source of the primordial involved in creation of life-the sperm and the ovum. Scientific theories, armed with scientific experiment and research work attempts to explain the source and argues that the human body manufacturer these cells. On the other hand, biblical theory does not attempt to explain how this process happens but instead believes that God forms human life in the womb, how the formation happens is left for the believers to ponder. “You knit me together in my mother’s womb” (Psalm 139:13)
In conclusion, matters to do with humanity are a complex subject to unravel. Many theorists biblical and non-biblical have made tremendous progress in explaining various aspects of humanity. Theologians such as Jurgen Moltmann, John Calvin, Charles Spurgeon, Martin Luther, Thomas Aquinas, Joseph Fletcher, Peter Singer and Michael Tooley and others have explored this concept and all have come to a conclusion that God is the creator and sustainer of humanity. Nevertheless, these theories have left many aspects unexplained, either because they have attempted but did not get a conclusive explanation or they have not attempted due to lack of means.
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