Surname 1

Name:
Tutor:
Course:
Date:
The inspiration behind Digging and “For Saundra”
Every poet is inspired by their life experiences or the events happening in their historical context. From such experiences and events, the poets express their opinions through a poem. Accordingly, the poets make use of literary devices to emphasize their message and persuade the audience. This paper analyzes the poems “Digging” by Seamus Heaney and “For Saundra” by Nikki Giovanni with an aim of finding out how each of the poets reaches their conclusion, and which of the two conclusions is more persuasive.
In “Digging,” Heaney is holding a pen which is “snug like a gun” between his “finger and thumb” (1-2). This indicates that the poet is ready to write a poem, but he does not actually know whether to write or not. However, the following lines depict the settings of the poem which actually inspires his conclusion to continue writing poems. The setting of the poem is near a house window overlooking the garden where the poet’s father is tilling the land. By watching his father digging, the poet appreciates the hard work. He too does not want to be left behind. Rather, he intends to “dig” with his pen. In this case, the word “digs” are used metaphorically to indicate that even though the poet has “no spade to follow men like” his father and grandfather, he would still “dig” with his pen (24). This means that the poet may not have the skills or the will to till the garden. However, he would still work hard in what he can do best; that is poetry. The word spade is also used metaphorically to symbolize the skill/ will to pursue farming.
Heaney indicates that when he took milk to his grandfather who would be working on the farm, “…He straightened up/to drink it, then fell to right away” (20-21). In these lines, Heaney digs deeper into his industrious family background. That is where he draws his inspiration to write the poem, as evident in lines 26-27 “the curt cuts of an edge/ Through living roots awaken in my head.” Indeed, as the plot of the poem unfolds, one notes that the poet is being stimulated to work hard, through the motivational and optimistic tone of the poem. No wonder, he eventually makes the decision to “dig” with his pen.
Unlike Heaney, Giovanni resolves not to write a poem. However, just like Heaney’s conclusion was inspired by the setting, Giovanni’s decision not to write a poem is also influenced by the historical setting of the poem. As evident from the hopeless tone of the poem, there is actually nothing that inspires Giovanni to write. When she wants to write about the “beautiful green trees,” she realizes that “… no trees grow in Manhattan” (16-17). It is the same case when she wants to write about the “big blue sky/ but the clouds have winged” (19-20). Certainly, there is nothing that inspires her to write, and therefore she concludes that “perhaps these are not poetic/ times/ at all” (28-30). In this case, the lack of trees, and the winged clouds are used metaphorically to symbolize the failed expectations resulting from a revolution that “doesn't lend/itself to be-bopping” (4-5).
Both poets have employed the first-person point of view which persuades the reader to embrace their rhetoric situation. However, the positivity in Heaney’s poem and the optimistic tone makes it more persuasive. Conversely, Giovanni’s hopeless tone makes the reader wish that she could have written about the hopeless situation, rather than resolving not to write at all.
 In conclusion, the inspiration to write a poem is a significant element in poetry. As evident from both poems, Heaney’s determination to write is inspired by the hardworking nature of his family. On the contrary, while Giovanni wishes to write, there is nothing to inspire her. As such, she resolves not to write. However, the optimistic tone of Heaney’s poem makes it more persuasive, while the hopeless tone of Giovanni’s poem makes her conclusion less persuasive. Of course, there is always something to write about.
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