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Introduction and an Overview of U.S Gun Control
The U.S gun control has raised various concerns among stakeholders due to frequent gun shooting, especially to students. Various stakeholders have aired mixed solution to curbing the menace which is considered to put students and member of staff at risk of a shooting. Besides, a shooting was also experienced at a fun club where a man shot aimlessly at revelers.  The stakeholders who represent a certain group of people including political representatives from both the Republican and the democratic political divide, the U.S president, a business community such as Dick’s, Walmart, and Kroger, president of National rifle association, and political analysts among other stakeholders (Stolberg, Martin & Kaplan, 2018). A group of stakeholders backs putting an age limit to gun possession with their proposition being that persons under the age of twenty-one years should not be sold guns. Others argue that the issue of gun possession is politicized and the control over gun ownership has mixed reaction between the Republican and the Democrats in the U.S. other stakeholders propose an amendment on laws concerning gun ownership among other mixed reactions. 
This article conducts a stakeholder analysis, and structures policy problems that underlie the U.S gun ownership with a review of two articles, one from the New Yorkers and the other one from the New York Times. 
Article 1: Stolberg, S., Martin, J., & Kaplan, T. (2018). Is This the Moment for Gun Control? A Gridlocked Congress Is Under Pressure. 
Article 2: Talbot, M. (2018). The Gun-Control Debate After Parkland. 

Policy Argumentation Analysis
Policy argumentation is an integral part when making policies (Dunn, 2014). The arguments are key instruments in communicating relevant policy information as well as providing knowledge on how policies are formulated and put into effect. Since policy arguments caries relevant policy information, they are crucial in understanding the use or misuse of policies among the policymakers ("Guns, Public Health, and Mental Illness: An Evidence-Based Approach for Federal Policy", 2013). Arguments are usually complex and are usually prone to misunderstanding. Therefore, conceptual models are critical to enhancing understanding by relating elements of arguments of a policy. 
Policy Issues
The U.S gun control has been fueled by mass shooting which is not most cases, the culprits are a person under the age of twenty years (Kelly, 2014). Therefore, stakeholders are divided on the effective policy to implement to curb the massive shooting.  However, the pivot statement (warranty) revolves around persons aged below twenty-one years are more vulnerable to emotional stress which subjects them to commit unthought-of acts such as the massive killing of their fellow students or revelers in a fun joint (Huff, Barnhart, McAlexander & McAlexander, 2017). Therefore, different propositions have been aired to offer an amicable solution to the problem. From the articles, most of the stakeholders back reform on gun ownership laws where background checks should be conducted before a gun is sold to an individual. Therefore, their proposition concerns amendments to laws and not necessarily age of gun ownership since the shootings are also conducted by persons above the age of twenty-one (Talbot, 2018). Another group also backed by a considerable number of stakeholders proposes an age limit on gun ownership. They argue that people below the age of twenty-one years are prone to making a misinformed decision on using a gun and thus, it results to hurting or killing each other (Hellenbach et al., 2017). This is a well-founded argument given that most of the shootings in the U.S have been perpetuated by persons below the age of twenty-one years. 
Another significant group of stakeholders proposes laws amendments on gun ownership. Their argument is also important given that guns are sold without a background check (Taylor, 2014). This makes people with psychological disorders to access guns and thus results in the unthoughtful shooting. A group of stakeholders also argue that gun ownership is subject to political influence with Democrats asserting that the laws on gun ownership favor the Republicans and thus, the issue of gun ownership attracts political attention (Talbot, 2018). 
Arguments for Plausibility and Importance
Argument 1: Stopping the Sale of Guns to Persons below Twenty-One Years 
This argument is of high importance given that most mass shootings are done by persons below the age of twenty-one years (Stolberg, Martin & Kaplan, 2018). This is a group controlled by frustrations and emotions and they express their frustrations through unthoughtful killings. 
Argument 2: Amendment of Laws Relating to Gun Ownership
This argument is of high importance in conducting a background check to individuals before selling guns to them. The amendment of laws would be of significant importance in screening persons willing to purchase guns (Talbot, 2018). Individuals with psychological disorders would be determined and prevent selling guns to them. Those unfit for gun passion would be determined a significantly prevent shootings to innocent individuals. 
Argument 3: Political Division on U.S Gun Control 
This argument is low importance in curbing the illegal use of guns in the U.S. The political differences can be put aside and solve the problem of gun ownership and mass killings (Stolberg, Martin & Kaplan, 2018). 
Argument 4: Gun Ownership is of Paramount Importance to Everyone for Sense of Purpose and Security   
This is an important argument to people’s security and self-defense. Everyone is prone to malicious attack and thus, self-defense is crucial in such situation (Talbot, 2018). Therefore, this argument requires a consideration too on U.S gun control. 
Figure 1: Structuring Policy Problems
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Warrant: Most homicides are perpetrated by persons below the age of twenty one. The shooting is attributable to mental illness and this age group are prone to psychological illnesses. 
Stakeholder Identification and Policy Contribution
This section identifies the stakeholders and their argument concerning U.S gun control. The values besides the names of the stakeholders are cumulative frequencies for a statement in bold. 
1. Edward Stack - Dick’s CEO – Stop selling guns to persons less than 21 years 
2. Jeff Flake – Republican of Arizona – 2
3. Dianne Feinstein – California democrat – 3
4. Senator Pat Roberts – Republican of Kansas - 4
5. Michael Hammond – Legislative counsel for Gun Owners of America – New laws on gun ownership 
6. Donald Trump – U.S president – 2 
7. Carol Skalnik Leff – Political scientist – 3
8. Mark Leff – Historian – 4
9. Representative Tom Reed - Problem Solvers Caucus - 5
10. Wayne LaPierre – President of N.R.A – Political division between the Democrats and the republicans 
11. Representative Thomas Massie, Republican of Kentucky – 2 
12. Jenifer Carlson – Sociologist – Gun ownership is crucial to everyone for sense of purpose and security 
13. Rick Scot – Republican governor – 2
14. Gov. Asa Hutchinson of Arkansas -3
	Statement 
	Frequency
	Cumulative frequency

	Stop selling guns to persons less than 21 years 
	4
	4

	Reforms in gun ownership laws 
	5
	9

	Gun ownership is important to everyone irrespective of age 
	2
	11

	Gun ownership has political concerns 
	3
	14



Figure 2: Frequency Distribution Graph

a)    The Graph Does Not Flatten. 
b)    The Conclusion Drawn From the Policy Problems 
The policy problems seem to have diverse consideration and thus causing the cumulative frequency to fail to flatten. This is an indication that the policy problems require debate before a solution to U.S gun control is implemented (Dunn, 2014). A consideration to amend the laws without stakeholder engagement has a high probability of causing disagreements and mixed reactions to among them.  Neither of the policy problems can be implemented before the debate is conducted to consider each policy proposition to control gun ownership in the country (Stolberg, Martin & Kaplan, 2018). 
Conclusion
According to various researchers, policy execution fails or results to conflict of interests due to lack of taking a consideration of various policies proposition by various stakeholders. The U.S gun control has become of major concern due to the massive shootings experienced in schools and entertainment places. Various stakeholders have a different opinion on curbing the menace and thus call for an effective policy analysis that gives a concrete solution to the menace. The policy statement analysis gives a more inclination to the restriction of gun ownership to individuals below the age of twenty-one years since they are attached to mass killings due to psychological illness such as depression. They express their despair and anger by killing innocent citizens in the country such as the students and revelers. These stakeholders argument is backed by those who consider it necessary to amend the laws of gun ownership where individuals should be screened before being owning a rifle. This is an important contribution since gun ownership laws can include a clause on the age limit on gun ownership. Other stakeholders are of the opinion that gun ownership is mandatory to everyone for self-defense and a feeling of security to subvert malicious attacks from people with conflicting interests. Other stakeholders consider the gun ownership issues to be politically inclined to the political divide in the U.S between the republicans and the democrats. 
The stakeholders’ analysis has established that unless considerable deliberations are taken, the U.S gun control discussion would never meet an amicable solution. Therefore, stakeholder engagement is required to air views and analyze them to obtain an amicable solution. However, the arguments that are of high importance and more plausible are restricting the gun ownership to persons above twenty-one years as well as amending the gun ownership laws for background screening to prevent what has been experienced in the recent past relating to the massive shooting of innocent citizens.
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