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Impact of Accreditation on Quality
Accreditation has become a common phenomenon in the current global context, not only for healthcare, but also in other organizations involved in service provision for consumers. In the healthcare context, accreditation is necessitated by the compliance to medical standards that align with the national requirements while avoiding the variations inherent in educational training and evidence-based practices. There are national bodies and agencies involved in the accreditation process and their evaluation is founded on surveys and verification of hospitals’ compliance with predetermined standards (Qureshi, Ullah & Ullah, 2012). The Joint Commission International (JCI) is the body involved in evaluating the compliance of healthcare facilities to international standards. The accreditation process in KSA is mainly the duty of the Central Body for Accreditation of Healthcare Institutions (CBAHI).
	Just like the Joint Commission International (JCI), which is based in the United States, CBAHI is approved as an accrediting body by the International Society for Quality in Healthcare (ISQua), which is based in Ireland and exists as the only body for approving accreditors globally (Shaik, Al-Towyan & Khan, 2016). CBAHI has an established framework in alignment with the quality standards expected for a healthcare facility to qualify for accreditation in KSA. The framework does not only consider the easy to address items, such as an organizational cleanliness but also the challenging endeavors that determine the way an organization runs. This entails issues of leadership as well external factors involved in addressing the welfare of patients. Shaik et al. (2016) stipulates several items that align with the standards required by CBAHI including medical staff, nursing issues, educational prerequisites for staff and patients, integration of family in the provision of care for a patient, social workers’ welfare, and medical records, among others. 
	
[bookmark: _Hlk529717515]Saudi Arabia was the first country in the Arab context to implement programs in alignment with Quality Assurance (QA) in healthcare. These programs embarked on providing feedback to the Ministry of Health (MOH) in alignment with commitment of healthcare facilities to quality care, including the treatment procedures and the utilization of available resources (Almasabi, 2013). These elements are just founded on what a healthcare facility must do in the provision of care. However, CBAHI considers more than just the basic elements. A healthcare facility does not just qualify for accreditation by being one but must meet the prerequisites of what defines a hospital in alignment with the MOH and must have been operational for at least one year before applying for a survey visit from CBAHI officials (Saudi Central Board for Accreditation of Healthcare Institutions, 2018a). The guidelines on other standards required of a hospital that applies for accreditation are also founded on strict stipulations rather than the basic elements that are visible to anyone who visits a healthcare facility. On the issue of safety for the patients, there are 20 basic requirements and these can be increased or reduced based on a facility’s firmness in following the stipulations (CBAHI, 2018b). The implication is that CBAHI focuses on large quality improvement elements rather than just the basics. 
In conclusion, CBAHI is the main body that accredits healthcare facilities in KSA. The body does not only focus on basic requirements for a hospital, such as cleanliness, but adopts a strict framework that considers all elements in alignment with quality provisions with the healthcare context. CBAHI comprises of elements such as medical staff issues, nursing issues, patient safety, inclusion of family in treatment procedures, and social workers’ welfare, among others. This body emerges as one of the prominent accreditation agencies having been approved by ISQua, the body that approves other accrediting agencies worldwide. 
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