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Is College Education Worth It?
Consequences 
Getting a college education is arguably one of the most important decisions that every young person has to make. It has long been perceived as a decision that has a significant impact on a person’s life. However, following the rise of successful entrepreneurs without a college education and high unemployment rates for the educated, the debate as to whether a college education is worth it has emerged.  At the heart of this debate, lies many valid arguments from the proponents and opponents. While both sides are convincing, the fact remains that if one side were to prevail, there would be consequences.
For starters, if the proponents for this debate were to prevail, making college education worth a try, then there would be significant consequences to the individual, society and the economy. For an individual getting a college education would be beneficial. From acquiring new knowledge to a set of new skills, the benefits are endless. However, the essential consequence comes in from an individual being able to secure employment. The evidence in support of the prospect of a person being able to secure jobs and great earnings is overwhelming. Pew Research center suggests that people with a college degree have more opportunities than those without a college education when it comes to employment. Notably, those with a college education secure a full-time job easily as compared to their less educated counterparts. Moreover, based on Pew Research, most college graduates suggest that their education is instrumental in preparing them for their careers and the workplace setting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Perhaps, the most alarming thing is the fact that having a college education creates a significant disparity when it comes to income. Again, the Pew research study suggests that there is a great disparity that exists in the income levels of those with a college degree and those with only high school education. The study points out that millennial college graduates with full-time jobs earn more than those with a high school diploma. Statistically, the study demonstrates that college graduates aged 25-32 earn at least $ 17,500 more annually than those without a degree (Pew Research Center 1). While these earnings fluctuate from time to time, the income level gap continues to widen. Today, it is estimated that people without a college education earn 62 percent of what a college-educated person earns. This is anticipated to increase in the future based on the skill set and qualifications required from most positions today which has eliminated the need for blue-collar workers. The earnings depict the consequence that college education has if the proponents prevailed.
Other than the lucrative pay, a college graduate enjoys an array of benefits that are presented in a myriad of forms in the organization. Consider benefits packages such as health insurance or paid vacations. Of course, such benefits enable a person to lead a more fulfilling life. Statistics suggest that at least 47 percent of the educated individuals are likely to get health insurance from their employer.  This is quite a significant benefit as it eliminates the burden of medical bills that weigh down a person both emotionally and financially. Other than good health, the health insurance is perceived to contribute to the long life expectancy that those with a college education have (APLU 1). They are likely to live seven years longer than their less educated counterparts. This is also attributed to the knowledge they have on the importance of leading a healthy life. Therefore, good health because of insurance is a good consequence that emanates from having a college education.
Another consequence if the proponents were to prevail is that poverty rates would decrease significantly. This is attributed to the fact that education indicates a person’s poverty status. Moreover, it is promulgated as the primary factor against the prevalence of poverty (Hoynes et al 49). As such, it makes sense for poverty rates to decline college education is perceived to be worthy in an individual’s life. For instance, poverty levels among college-educated people are 3.5 times lower than the ones with high school education. Particularly, the acquired skills during the learning process have a positive effect on people’s income because they can take on roles that pay well enabling them to cater to their needs. Thus, it is evident that education and poverty are correlated (Pervez 84). To this regard, the higher the level of education, the lower the rates of poverty and vice versa.
Alternatively, if those siding with the fact that college education is not worth it, it would have significant consequences on the individual and the country’s economy. Most people in support of the college not being worth it believe that a college education does not make one successful. Instead, it is just a means of accumulating debts through students’ loans. While this is true to some extent, it discourages most young people to join college. This then leads to an increase in the number of people in society without a college education which means that society has less skilled and qualified people. As a result, a person’s job prospects are limited since they can only take jobs that require fewer skills (Cohen 1). The job market also suffers because of the shortage of skilled employees. This is attributed to the increased demand for skilled workers, but the supply is low. Thus, even though there are valid points to support college education not being worth it, it has a negative consequence on a country’s job market.
Based on the fact that education helps improve the economic and health status of an individual, those without a college education are observed to have high mortality rates. They get sick most of the times as compared to their educated counterparts. While income and benefits accrued from employment explain the reasons behind this, the knowledge attained from education is also attributed to individuals being conscious of their lifestyles (Goldrick-Rab &Drew 40). It is for this reason that most of the employed people live better lives than their less educated counterparts. Education also increases the individual’s ability to think critically, solve problems and adapt to any changes effectively. Therefore, if a college education is disregarded, then this would mean increased poor health among the population.
Other than high unemployment rates and poor health status, lack of college education has its perks. To begin with, one does not have student loans that they have to pay. Also, some jobs render college education obsolete as the emphasis is more on an individual’s personality traits other than their qualifications. The existence of vocational programs has enabled people to acquire skills that allow them to get a sustaining job. While this reduces the chances of a person having to secure loans, it is also an indication that other traits and skills matter when it comes to getting jobs. As a result, most individuals are likely to focus on their strengths and nurture their talents and use them as a means of making a living. Take, for instance, an entrepreneur such as Richard Branson; he does not have a college degree yet he is among the most successful and wealthy people in the world. Therefore, the lack of a college education shifts people’s focus to their talents enhancing entrepreneurship in the society.
It is evident that if either side were to prevail there would be subsequent consequences to an individual and society at large. Therefore, it is imperative for both sides to have a compromise for there to be a balance and eradicate the problems associated with lack of education.
Compromise
It is evident that until today, no definite answer has been given as to whether a college education is worth or not. Even though both sides give compelling and convincing arguments, the fact remains that there is no conclusive answer to this debate. Thus, this means that there may be not a resolution. The best approach for this would be to compromise because both sides present valid arguments which reveal the advantages and disadvantages of both sides of the debate. Moreover, considering both sides of the debate, it is safe to say that a compromise can be easily reached.
Taking all the points of arguments into consideration, it is evident that college education has upside and downside it. Therefore, both sides of the debate create a great balance through these advantages and disadvantages. The compromise is also quite necessary considering the consequences that each side has if it were to prevail. For instance, if the proponents were to prevail in this debate, there would be both negative and positive results. The positive consequences would include employment opportunities, low poverty rates, great earnings, and benefits as well as good health. The negatives would include high tuition debts and underemployment (Procon.org 1). However, for those who perceive college education not being worthy, the only advantage would be lack of high tuition debts and the opportunity to utilize their talents or follow their passions. However, high poverty rates, poor health and inability to secure white-collar jobs would be quite challenging or impossible.
The advantages and disadvantages are an indication that a compromise is the best way to go about this debate. As a result, young people can make sound decisions as to whether to pursue a college education or not by analyzing both sides and their pros and cons. Otherwise, one side prevailing is likely to have a significant impact on people by influencing their most important decision in their life of going to college.
The mutual acceptance of both sides of the debate enhances the chance of improving the quality of college education in the US. Since the focus will be shifted from trying to prove that one side is better than the other, the primary focus will now be on approaches to improve it by eliminating the disadvantages and making it a necessity. For example, reaching a compromise would mean that either side is acceptable hence it would be easier to work on disadvantages such as high student loans. Furthermore, understanding the correlation between education and poverty would be much easier hence reducing poverty levels.
The pros and cons from both sides show that it is easy to reach a compromise. No one should have to forego a college education because of factors that are beyond their control. Let us not forget that the US is a land of opportunity especially when it comes to the attaining a college education. Therefore, a compromise in this debate would mean that people can pursue the education that they choose.
The constant increase in the college tuition fees is also a sign that a compromise is essential in this debate. While this is a factor that hinders many from attaining a college education, if a compromise is reached then this would not be the case. For instance, citizens can provide services for the government or society as a way of loan repayment. This helps take off the loan burden from the individuals hence encouraging more people to consider pursuing a college education.
The fact is an educated society has increased chances of success. This is enough evidence to show that education is essential and a common ground must be reached for this to be even possible. Furthermore, educated society can build a solid foundation through a country’s empowerment and economic success. This alone shows the need for a compromise in the never-ending college education debate.
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