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No man is ever really free; he will always be a captive of knowledge and the tools utilized to gain knowledge
The intellectual nature and capabilities of the human mind make him innovative as he seeks to understand nature and the environment in which he resides. This nature prompts humans to seek answers to complex questions and to devise ways of enhancing productivity and efficiency. People have been known to invent complex projects that have changed other people’s perceptions of issues such as education, health, and transport, among others. With the innovations, people have penetrated into new horizons, unknown before. Whereas these innovations have made it easy for humans to achieve their objectives, he has not been able to rest. Man has become more attached to these innovations, thus, losing freedom in the process. This essay opines that no man is truly free, but will always be a captive of knowledge and the tools used to acquire knowledge. 
Without any prior knowledge about a topic or a given issue, man remains ‘insulated’ from the effects or knowledge of the issues or topic. However, the moment man starts to learn about a given topic, his awareness is aroused and starts learning things he never knew existed. The awareness can be astounding, particularly when the new knowledge appears to involve his current position. For example, Douglass was a slave and appeared contented remaining a slave for life (Douglass). Freedom at the time did not have a significant meaning. However, after starting to learn how to read and write, freedom from slavery gained a new meaning, particularly when he learned about the meaning of ‘abolitionist’. The day Douglass understood the term ‘abolitionist’ was the day he started perceiving slavery from another perspective because he hated slavery and even contemplated escaping to gain his freedom (Douglass). He invested in every available opportunity to learn how to read and write in order to gain ‘freedom’ from his ignorance. 
Man, thus, tends to spend more time seeking more knowledge in order to understand what he could not have previously understood. By learning new meanings, man is convicted that there may be a world out there he does not know about. The more he becomes enlightened, the more man believes that there is a need to invest further in additional knowledge in order to emancipate himself from the lack of knowledge. Unknown to man, the more he invests in attaining knowledge, the more he becomes a captive to the entire process of seeking knowledge. Man has to seek assistance on how to achieve his objective. This trend to seek assistance to gain knowledge consumes the person’s time, leading to a loss of freedom. It can be argued that individuals lose freedom when they replace their ‘initial’ knowledge with ‘new’ knowledge.
When what people previously knew as the ‘truth’ is replaced by ‘new’ information, then the individuals cannot be said to be free. These people are bound by the statutes of the new knowledge. Furthermore, their process of making decisions will be based on the ‘teachings’ of the new knowledge. For example, Douglass replaced his previous knowledge with the knowledge acquired from learning to read and write (Douglass). His decisions were based on his enlightened new-self. When Douglass started perceiving slavery differently, it was because of the new knowledge about slavery, which he gained in the process of learning to read and write. Therefore, people lose their independence when they start using the newly-gained knowledge to make important life decisions. Therefore, man is never truly free but becomes a captive of knowledge. 
Additionally, it can also be said that man is never really free but is always a captive of the tools utilized to gain knowledge. For example, the computer has been invented to enhance efficiency in many areas. Before the advent of the computer, people were expected to physically carry out demanding tasks such as sums and computations. For example, slide rules were previously used to evaluate and solve issues pertaining to scale, and the role of inserting decimals was the students’ (Turkle). However, the introduction of computers saw a decline in the use of slide rules and the embracing of computers to solve the issues, and the students did not have to put in the decimal points. The computer is expected to carry out the entire tasks previously carried out by the slide rules including decimal point insertions. Therefore, to an individual who had to physically put in the decimal points, computers save time.
 It can be argued that for someone who has been used to relying on computers to accomplish specific tasks, such as the slide rules, it may be challenging for the individual to manually accomplish the tasks. It is highly possible for the individual to rely on the computer to accomplish the intended objectives. This dependence on the computer makes the individual a slave to the tool. The person may no longer have the capability to carry out the “back of the envelope” computations (Turkle). By losing the capability to manually compute due to over-reliance on computers and calculators, the individual is said to have lost independence. Today, the application of tools such as the computer is widespread such that it is used even in elementary school (Turkle). Individuals have embraced the computer to carry out objectives such as simulations, word processing, electronic mail, and virtual communities. Therefore, it can be observed that large strides have been achieved through the advent of the computer. 
However, people have become over-reliant on the computer, such that the carrying out of simple activities such as writing and reading becomes challenging without the computer. People now rely on the computer to edit messages as they are typed, and to provide meanings to words, without having to consult the dictionary. With the computer, it appears that all challenging tasks are eliminated because the computer can carry out the tasks on behalf of the individual. It is worth noting that just like in Douglass’ case, whereby he appeared contented with slavery until he started to learn how to read and write, so is the case with the introduction of the computer. Before the introduction of the computer, individuals, as previously observed, manually undertook computations related to scale issues. During that time, it can be argued that people were content with the cumbersome, manual process. However, after the introduction of computers to tackle scale issues, man comes to learn of a new and efficient way through which to achieve results.  
From this analysis, it can be deduced that the computer, which is the tool used in accessing knowledge, erases an individual’s freedom because of its capabilities. The characteristics of the computer make it supreme in assisting humans to achieve their intended objectives. If, for example, the computer has the capability of placing decimal points, the individual would show preference to using the computer rather than manually placing the decimal points, while using scales. Thus, by showing preference to the computer as an assistant, man loses his freedom and becomes attached to the computer. Without the computer, life appears unbearable or cumbersome. It is this ability of the computer to make processes non-cumbersome that endears it to man and makes him addicted to it. It is this ‘addictiveness’ to the tool that makes man captive because he finds it challenging to resort to previous methods of achieving his intended objectives.
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