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Observing the Snow Monkeys
Introduction
Snow monkeys are also commonly known as Japanese macaques. The biological name of the snow monkeys is Macaca fuscata. According to Schofield et al. (2017), this species of monkeys is commonly known for a wide range of observational behavior. One of the observational behaviors of the snow monkeys is communication. They mostly communicate using non-verbal methods including facial expression and body language. However, though not commonly, the snow moneys communicate by screaming and shrieking. Another observational behavior of snow monkeys is personal and social grooming which entails removing parasites and other unwanted materials from their bodies. 
Social hierarchy is also an observable behavior among the snow monkeys, whereby the dominant parties exercise authority over their low-ranking counterparts. Another most important observational behavior o the snow monkey is associated with their natural habitat. The snow monkeys are commonly found in snowing areas, and this exposure shapes some of their observational behavior including making of snow balls, sunbathing and immersing themselves in hot springs during the winter season (Schofield, 2017). Many researchers have endeavored to study the observational behavior of the snow monkeys. 
In one study, Watanuki and Kakayama (1993) found that during the cold winter seasons, the snow monkeys employ energy saving techniques. One of the common tactics entails increasing their resting time in order to save energy. In the same manner, the time spent on huddling was more during the cold season. Also, snow monkeys were found to spend more time feeding during the cold winter seasons, in order to increase their energy levels.  In another study, Takeshita found that snow monkeys engaged in hot spring bathing during the cold season in order to enjoy the warmth of the water, but also to reduce the winter stress. The study indicated that the female snow monkeys spend more time in the hot springs during the winter seasons as opposed to during the spring seasons. Based on the reviewed articles it is clear that snow monkeys’ observable behavior is significantly affected by ecological factors such as climatic exposure.  In view if this, this observation is aimed at demonstrating the role of climatic disposition on the observable behavior of the snow monkeys. The observation was inclined to two observable behaviors; movement and feeding. The observation was based on the hypothesis that; during the warm period, the snow monkeys exhibit a less unanimous behavior, an effect that could be attributed to the lack of the necessity to maintain a common response to the climatic conditions.
Materials and Methods
Subjects; selection criteria. The subjects of this observation are the snow monkeys. The selection criteria were based on the fact that, the snow monkeys have a wide spectrum of observable behavior. In the same manner, due to their unique observable behavior such as food washing, and hot spring bathing, the snow monkeys are a subject of interest for many researchers. As a result, there is a lot of inquiry information about this subject that could guide the current inquiry. Also, we also felt that animals with unique behavior are interesting to observe. Given that the unanimous behavior of the subjects was key in testing our hypothesis, we observed both the personal and the collective behavior of the subjects. What is more, the subjects were few in number, and confined, and therefore it was easy to make the personal and collective observation.


Species
The subjects of this observational inquiry are from fuscata species, (snow monkeys), N=5. The place of observation was at the Central Zoo Park, New York City. The observation of the subjects occurred on 10th November 2018. The time for observation was between 2:10 pm and 2:31 pm. The observers were Jahnel Joseph and Ninelle Pankov. Ancillary observation includes screaming and noisy observers. The short time of observation and the nature of observational behavior we were looking for did not allow and necessitate control groups respectively.
Methods
The behavior from the subject of observation was recorded at randomized time interval. Their context and outcomes of their actions in respect to the behavior of the other subjects were recorded. The field notes acted as a significant source of data for the inquiry. Observational behavior was in precise time spans, physical environment were recorded in the field notes. The sky was clear, and the sun was shining brightly. The temperature during the time of observation was at 25O Celsius
Sampling method:
The continuous sampling method. The continuous sampling method was used in this observational inquiry. This method entails recording all the activities of the subjects during the time of observation. We found this method to be useful in recording the social interactions of the subjects.
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