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This report entails a review of an article “The ‘compassionate’ way Kelvin Davis slashed New Zealand’s prison population,” authored by Jamie Ensor on November 11, 2018 on behalf of Newshub. In this article, Kelvin Davis, the Minister of Corrections (hereafter MC), expresses the view that compassion and kindness are two attributes  necessary for an individual who wishes to offer freedom to prisoners in a context where politics hamper such an endeavor. The idea of ensuring that staff occupy rightful positions within the justice system is also cited as paramount to such undertakings. Kelvin cites illiteracy as the main reason for the tremendous increase of the prison population as judges opt to remand all individuals who cannot read and write. The minister was unable to offer a succinct answer to the question of whether there are plans to have a side-budget for the Maori Corrections with programs to assist the offenders. He, however, pointed out that he is working out a strategy to help the Maori prisoners as a representative of this population group. His wish is to have all Maori prisoners released after which he can consider himself to have made a milestone as a minister.
Strengths of the Article 
The major strength of the article is that it is short and direct. For someone with no time to go into details, the article tells it all in alignment with the occurrences of the justice system in New Zealand under Davis Kelvin as the MC. One thing that depicts the undertakings of Kelvin as right is that the taxpayers are relieved off a burden of $100,000 for every prisoner released for whatever reason. Ensor (2018) reports that this is the amount of cash spent by a single prisoner annually and this has implications that 1000 prisoners released from the justice system is such a huge relieve in terms of financial burden.
This article also offers a clear picture of what is involved in politics in the context of NEw Zealand. The concept of “our people” is highly articulated with the MC emphasizing that whatever he is doing is for the sake of the Maori populace and he would not rest until all the freedom of every Maori individual is attained. In this light, the article is right politically as it reflects the wish of politicians when they are put in positions to represent the general public.  
Weaknesses 
Although it is right to release prisoners as a show of compassion and kindness, this article sounds wrong from this perspective and everything else that follows seems to lack justification. First, there are several factors of considerations before a judge decides to remand an individual. In this light, Kelvin cites illiteracy as a sole reason that yields population increase in New Zealand’s correction centers. He tends to ignore a factual statement that one does not just find him- or herself within a correction center. This raises the question as to whether New Zealand correction centers were established to address illiteracy or whether all the individuals targeted ended up in prison because of their illiteracy. As an MC, Kelvin does not state factually or in a credible way why his first mission is to ensure the release of prisoners. As such, compassion and kindness are misplaced here.
The article also categorizes prisoners among the “most vulnerable” (Ensor, 2018, para.1) This article is wrong here as the author does not offer details to show that prisoners are as vulnerable as stated. As a news article and one that is founded on facts, including statements from an official from the correction centers, there is a need to include details of the experiences of prisoners that are unjustified and which depict them as a vulnerable group. The audience of the information presented herein would be left with many unanswered questions as to the vulnerability of the prisoners while there are so many individuals who have the freedom to walk around their nation but are more vulnerable than those in correction centres and whose vulnerability may be worsened by the release of a single prisoner who threatens the safety of the society’s inhabitants. 
In alignment with the conditions that lead one to being a prisoner, this article is biased as it focuses solely on the Maori prisoners depicting their freedom as more important than the issues that led to their remand. The question is: What are the measures to ensure that offenders will not continue engaging in criminal acts after release? What justifies the release of every Maori prisoner when the general public yearns for security and safety? Again, by documenting Kelvin as successful in reducing the financial burden of taxpayers by $100,000 for every prisoner who is released, the author does not include the cons that could emanate from such release.
 The article’s aim as per the content was to praise Kelvin and justify his actions as a representative of the Maori people within the correction centers. Gaining freedom for the Maori prisoners is Kelvin’s wish amidst a lack of consideration of several factors that may justify a decision for some individuals to remain in correction centers, particularly for their betterment and that of the society. Although illiteracy emerges as an issue with some prisoners and one leading to their remand, the article ought to be clear in presenting the procedures being used to release the prisoners. Other than compassion and kindness, the attributes of Kelvin, the author of the article ought to offer some insights into the attributes of the prisoners that qualify for the release.
 In conclusion, it is right to be compassionate toward prisoners and help them to enjoy freedom like any other individual. However, there are reasons that lead to imprisonment of some individuals and compassion would not be enough justification for their release. Illiteracy too does not offer the true picture for the remand of suspects as there are several other factors of consideration. Being a representative of a population is also not enough to justify the freedom of some individuals who might end up threatening the well-being of the society. In this light, the article is highly biased toward Kelvin and the Maori populace yet it lacks facts to justify various actions within the criminal justice system.
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