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Giant one horn rhino
The Great One Horn Rhino is among Nepal’s rich biological heritage. Other than the fact that it holds a universal appeal for people making it a leading tourist attraction, it is also of great importance to the conservationists due to its ecological value (Jnawali et al. 6). Despite this, the Giant one horn rhinos are vulnerable due to the threats that exist in the environment, making them susceptible to extinction. The vulnerability is evident from the increased decline in their numbers in recent years. Consequently, this has enhanced the need to protect the Rhinos since they are on the verge of extinction.  Particularly, Nepal’s Government in collaboration with national and international organizations have contributed to the conservation of the Great One Horn Rhinos to prevent further decline in their numbers and to enhance their long-term survival in their habitats. Furthermore, Giant one horn rhinos are of ecological importance since they share their habitats with valuable plants. It is therefore important to protect the Rhinos as it is also a way of protecting other species in the environment.  They are also a symbol of national pride for Nepal and a source of revenue through ecotourism hence it is important to conserve them.
For us to comprehend the significance of conserving the Great One Horn Rhino, it is imperative to identify the threats that these animals face in their natural habitat. While there are many threats to the existence of the Rhinos, the main risks are habitat loss and poaching. Rhinos mostly inhabit areas with sub-tropical climates, and alluvial vegetation hence grass and water are available throughout the year. However, with human encroachment in recent years, the plain alluvial grasslands are slowly disappearing. Human activities such as farming have also contributed to the destruction of the Rhinoceros population. The human need for more land threatens the species habitat. Also, the fact that most of the areas that Rhinos inhabit have reached the maximum number of human beings that they can support makes the land detrimental for the Rhino’s survival. This makes the conflict between people and the animals inevitable as Rhinos tend to leave the protected areas in search of food in the surrounding villages. In the process, Rhinos may kill several people.
Habitat loss is also caused by the weeds or unwanted plants that destroy the plain alluvial grasslands (Gopal). The weeds and the unwanted plants tend to spread rapidly in the habitat. For example, Lantana camara in Bardia and Mikania micrantha in Chitwan have encroached the Rhinoceros habitats significantly (Jnawali et al. 6). This greatly affects the Rhinos as they cannot feed on these weeds since they are unsuitable for their consumption. Thus, it is imperative to find ways to best control the weeds since the Rhinos may be at risk of running out of natural fodder causing massive deaths due to hunger.
While the Habitat loss may be a huge threat to the Rhinoceros existence, poaching remains to be the greatest threat. The motive behind poaching is to get the horn for illegal trade. In Asian countries, people believe that the horn is of great medical value even though there is no scientific proof of the horn’s medical value. For instance, they believe that the horn is great for traditional medicines that are used for the treatment of cancer, fevers, and epilepsy. As a result, the demand for the horns for medicinal purposes increases poaching. Notably, in Chitwan and Bardia, the number of rhinos has significantly declined due to increased poaching in the area. In Chitwan, for instance, the rhino population reduced from 544 to 372 in 2000-2005(Jnawali et al. 6). The significant increase is attributed to the illegal trade of the horns that exist across Asia.
Since poaching and habitat loss are detrimental to the Giant one horn rhinoceros survival, several organizations exist to ensure that these species do not become extinct. The two organizations include the World Wildlife Fund and Wildlife Conservation Nepal. Even though the former is an international organization and the latter a National one, they both have a similar goal of preventing the extinction of the Rhinos in Nepal. The World Wildlife Fund has several roles when it comes to protecting the Giant one horn rhinos. These roles range from collaborating with the local communities in the protection of the Rhinos, restoring landscapes strengthening law enforcement and dealing with illegal trade of horns to curb poaching as well as monitoring and protecting the animals in general (“World Wildlife Fund”).
Since habitat loss is one of the factors that endanger the existence of the Giant Horn Rhinos, the World Wildlife Fund aims to restore the landscapes that have been polluted or destroyed by the weeds and growing human population. To ensure that the Rhino population in Nepal is not affected, the WWF restores the habitat by controlling the weeds and preventing further human invasion to increase the Rhino’s populace (“Save the Rhino International”). The organization also reduces the conflict that tends to exist between the Rhinos and the people living around the national parks. To achieve this, the organization often collaborates with the communities to ensure that the Rhinos are well protected. They also ensure that the communities are sympathetic to the Rhinos in their midst. Perhaps, the most important aspect of the collaboration with the communities is the fact that the organization encourages the farmers to plant species like mint which generate revenue for the communities. This is vital in reducing poaching practices since the communities have other ways of getting money.
As explained, poaching makes the Giant one horn rhino susceptible to extinction. Therefore, the WWF ensures that this does not happen by strengthening the laws against poaching and dealing with illegal trade of Rhinoceros horns.  To effective strengthen the laws against poaching, WWF partners with the national government and funds the operations in the protected areas as well as anti-poaching equipment. The organization is also responsible for security measures in the protected areas. This ensures that the animals are well-guarded which prevents poaching practices in the protected areas. Such efforts by the organization together with Nepal’s government support have resulted in a decline in the number of Giant one horn rhinos poached. In fact, since 2011, there have been zero poaching in Nepal (“World Wildlife Fund”). Consequently, the number of the One Horn Rhino has increased. The organization has also been successful in dealing with the illegal trade for the Rhinoceros horns. They have achieved this by funding the anti-poaching patrols and ensuring that they prevent the horns from penetrating the black markets.
The Wildlife Conservation in Nepal (WCN) also works towards the protection of the rhinos by supporting organizations such as District Forest Authorities and National Parks which aids in the arrest of the traders and poachers. The organization also conducts training and campaigns which are significant in enabling the agencies to enhance their skills. Wildlife Conservation Nepal has also been able to increase conservation awareness among communities, reduce poaching of rhinos as well as mitigate the conflict between humans and rhinos (“World Conservation Nepal”).
Indeed, the one horn rhino is an endangered species primarily because of poaching and habitat loss due to increasing human population. To prevent its extinction, we should strive to have measures that reduce poaching as well as enhance the conservation of their habitats. This will improve their long-term survival as well as increase their populations. Therefore, Nepal’s government should continue to collaborate with these organizations to retain its rich biological heritage.
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