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Why Marijuana should be legalized
The legalization of marijuana is among the most debated subject not only in the US but also around the world. The proponents of the legalization of marijuana cite its potential economic contribution the reduction of the burden on the Criminal Justice System which results from marijuana related offences. On the contrary, the opponents of the legalization of marijuana cite increased use and addiction that could result from legalizing the drug. This paper will argue that marijuana should be federally legalized because; it will free up the black market for more serious drugs to investigate, improve the quality of consumed marijuana, and yield economic gains.
 Legalizing Marijuana will eliminate the need for the Department of Justice and local authority to investigate cases regarding marijuana, and focus on studying severe black-market drugs. According to Evans (2013), the criminal and justice system spends a lot of money and human resources in policing, litigation, and correctional processes related to marijuana related offences. Therefore, if marijuana would be legalized, these resources could be channeled in mitigating the use of other severe illegal drugs such as heroin, cocaine, and others. 
Secondly, given that even in its illegalized state people still purchase and smoke marijuana, it will be beneficial to legalize the drug so that the quality and control standards are implemented to guarantee the safety of drug being sold to the people. The National Institute on Drug Abuse (2018) indicates that the marijuana is the commonly used illegal drug in the US. In fact, a study that was conducted in US revealed that 22.2 million people had used the drug within the month the study was conducted. It is clear that despite its illegal status, marijuana is still being used by a large number of people in the US. Of course the safety of the quality of the marijuana that is being smoked cannot be guaranteed. However, if marijuana could be legalized, the government would be able to enact measures and policies to ensure that the quality of marijuana being used to the people is safe for use. 
In addition, Federal legalization of marijuana will increase tax revenue to help repair infrastructure that is needed around the United States. Legalization would augment the production and sale of marijuana. This would lead to increased businesses and job opportunities related to marijuana, and the resultant tax income. In fact, Evans (2013) indicated that benefits of legalization on tax income have been realized in states where the drug has been legalized. For instance, seven million dollars of Colorado’s tax income in 2015 was attributed to marijuana. The money accrued from the tax revenue generated from legalization of marijuana can be used to support the development of infrastructure in various sectors including the transport, education, health care, social welfare sectors.
Those who are against the legalization of marijuana argue that legalization of the drug would lead to increased use and more rates of addiction. Certainly, legalization of marijuana would increase its production and its sale. This would mean that marijuana would be more accessible and even cheaper than it is today. Also, its legalization might make people ignore the negative effects of overusing the drug. The result of this occurrence would lead to increased use and probably more cases of addiction. However, legalization of marijuana is an imperative issue that need not be based on speculations. 
The states and countries that have legalized marijuana would be a significant reference point in dismissing unproven speculations of the opponents of legalization. Choo et al. (2014) conducted an inquiry seeking to find the effects of legalization of marijuana on the usage among the youths. They did not find any correlation between legalization and increased usage among the youths. In the same manner, the Drug Policy Alliance (n.d) stress that the legalization of the drug in various states has not yielded higher rates of use. Besides, the rates of marijuana use are higher in the US where the drug is not legalized as compared to Netherlands where the drug is legalized (Rolles, 2014). It is therefore clear that legalization of marijuana will not lead to increased use, but it may actually reduce the rates of usage.
In conclusion presenting the counterargument and the rebuttal added to the credibility in various ways. First, the counterargument makes the reader realize that the speaker is not entirely biased but they also consider the other sides’ point of view. The counterargument also presents the opportunity to present the rebuttal, and emphasize why one’s stance carries more weight. The rebuttal helps the speaker to weaken the opponent’s stance using facts and data, thus enhancing his/her stance and credibility. Besides, presenting both sides of the argument yields objectivity, thus making the paper sound more credible.

[bookmark: _GoBack]










Works Cited
Choo, E. K., Benz, M., Zaller, N., Warren, O., Rising, K. L., & McConnell, K. J. (2014). The impact of state medical marijuana legislation on adolescent marijuana use. Journal of Adolescent Health, 55(2), 160-166.
Drug Policy Alliance. (n.d) Does marijuana legalization lead to increased use?. Retrieved from http://www.drugpolicy.org/does-marijuana-legalization-lead-increased-use
Evans, D. (2013). The economic impacts of marijuana legalization. The Journal of Global Drug Policy and Practice. Retrieved from https://jpo.wrlc.org/bitstream/handle/11204/3240/TheEconomicImpactsofMarijuanaLegalization.pdf?sequence=3
National Institute on Drug Abuse. (2018). What is the scope of marijuana use in the United States?. Retrieved from https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/research-reports/marijuana/what-scope-marijuana-use-in-united-states
Rolles, S. (2014, March 6).  Cannabis policy in the Netherlands: moving forwards not backwards. UNODC. Retrieved from https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Contributions/Civil/Transform-Drug-Policy-Foundation/Cannabis-policy-in-the-Netherlands.pdf.



