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Governess’ Problem in Jane Eyre
Jane Eyre, who is the protagonist in Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte, encounters numerous problems in her life. While she sustains her dignity high, and lives under strict personal principles, she seeks love, affection, which has not been able to get since she was orphaned as a child. After entry into Thornfield Hall as a governess to little Adele, her life takes an unexpected turn. This paper will explore the governess’ problem, in relation to Jane, and her relationship with Mr. Rochester, and the other women in his life.
One of the problems that Jane suffers is attributed to her family background. After she is disowned by her aunt Reeds, she is left poor and without any family. However, she slowly finds herself falling in love with a man who is not in her class. Unlike the other women who Mr. Rochester has taken interests in, Jane’s status prevents her from having a high edge education, or a lady’s achievement. She can barely play the piano, to which Mr. Rochester comments, “You play A LITTLE, I see; like any other English school-girl” (226). Also her status as a governess cannot afford her the fine cloths and jewelry that girls like Celine, Giacinta, and Clara, or even the beautiful Miss Ingram have. 
Besides the physical appearance, Jane’s personality is completely different as compared to the other women that Mr. Rochester take romantic interests in. For instance, Celine is unfaithful, Giacinta is violent, and Clara is “unimpressible” (582-583). On the contrary, Rochester describes Jane’s attributes as “foresight, prudence, and humility which befit your responsible and dependent position” (465). Therefore, while she is not equally beautiful or rich as compared to the other women, she has an inner beauty, which attracts her master to her. However, just like the other women, Jane does not know that Mr. Rochester is a married man. As such, in her naivety and inexperience in love, she is likely to fall prey of Mr. Rochester’s manipulation; although it is not ill intended.
As a governess, she is despised by the high borns. For instance, Lady Ingram despises her severally, and even says that she “looks too stupid for any game of the sort” (333). Also, when the party of ladies and gentlemen assembles in Mr. Rochester’s house, they talk ill of governesses in Jane’s presence. However, Jane is not bothered by this. Rather, In her position as a governess, Jane’s position is a convenient expedition for talking about other women’s issues because; unlike the other women who have to keep up appearances to match their social status, Jane can afford to be sincere, and even to observe the other women from a critical and informed perspective. For instance, referring to Miss Ingram, Jane assesses that “the sensations of sympathy and pity; tenderness and truth were not in her” (339). Therefore, as a governess, she has passed through a lot, and she can also critically assess the behavior and disposition of the other women. She is therefore suited to talk about other women’s issues.
 	Jane’s major problem arises when she realizes that her love for Mr. Rochestor is futile, because he is a married man. Even though she understands his position, and she still loves him, she cannot compromise her principles by becoming her master’s mistress. As such she runs away with a weary heart, burdened with love that cannot bear fruits. However, Bronte solves this problem through the development of the plot, which sees the barrier between Jane and Mr. Rochester removed. After Jane runs away to live with her cousins, Mrs. Rochester sets the house on fire; in which she dies. Although Mr. Rochester is left handicapped, he is a free man, and therefore Jane returns to her and they get married and start a family.
In conclusion, Jane faces numerous obstacles, and contempt, but she eventually achieves her dream. She is transformed from being a mere governess to a rich and independent woman, who then gets married to the love of her life, who is also a high born. Although she never aspires for the riches, she longs for true love, affection and a family. However, by just being herself, she gains love, affection, family, and on top wealth is added. This novel therefore indicates that any woman, despite her social rank can rise to her aspiration through hard work, sincerelity and self –respect.
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