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Underage Children should not be legally allowed on Social Media
The Children and Parents: Media Use and Attitudes 2017 Report by Ofcom revealed that 3% of children aged between 5 and 7 years have social media accounts, 23% of children aged between 8 and 11 years and 74% of children aged between 12 and 15 years have social media account (Ofcom, 2017). Of course the use of social media by has its strong points as well as drawbacks, making it a controversial issue. The proponents of the use of social media by underage children may argue that it facilitates socialization for the children, and it may help them improve their communication and technical skills. On the other hand, the use of social media by  may expose them to severe risks including cyber bullying, sexual manipulation, and depression, among others (Chapman, and Pellicane, 2014). This paper will argue the negative social, ethical, and legal implications posed by the use of social media in underage children outweighs the potential benefits, and therefore underage children should be legally allowed on social media.
One of the social implications posed by social media usage by underage children is associated with infringement of privacy. McBride (2011) noted that unlike adults, may not be conscious of the implications that arise from sharing too much information in social media. As such, they may act at the spur of the moment, not knowing that the information that they share may be used against them now and in the future. In this ignorance, underage children post inappropriate messages, images and videos. These materials may pose social implications because they may be used in future to define the person who posted them. For instance, employees and college which assess the digital foot prints of their potential candidates may decline the applications of candidates whose digital foot print consists of inappropriate materials which might have been posted in child ignorance. As such, underage children use social media ignorantly, and this may give them a bad social image in the future, making them lose significant opportunities in the future, and even live to regret.
In the same manner, underage children use of social media has created a gap in their physical socialization. Ideally, children should be exposed to a holistic learning and development environment. Socialization is a paramount part of learning and development (Chapman, and Pellicane, 2014). However, study indicates that 94% of children in the UK spend at least 13.5 hours online every week (Ofcom, 2017). This is a clear indication that the social media has turned out be the primary platform for social interactions in children. The time for physical socialization, which is equally important in the learning and development in children has been taken up by social media. As such, underage children should be kept away from social media until they attain the appropriate age for use.
Another social implication that underage children’s use of social media may generate is tension in social relationships. For instance, children will go as far as befriending their teachers in social media platforms such as twitter, Facebook, and other. The friendship between a teacher and a student pose the risk of unsuitable proximity. Of course this kind of social media contact between the student and the teacher offers insight into the private lives of both parties. This insight is likely to cause tension in their classroom relationship (Federal Council in Fulfillment of the Amherd Postulate Report (FCFAP), 2011).  As such, the use of social media by underage children may put a strain to their social relationships. Beside social problems, the use of social media by children is also connected to ethical implications.
The exposure to inappropriate material in children who use social media is likely to lead to moral degradation in the children. According to a study which was published in the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC, 2016), social media is a threat to moral development in children. In this study, parents who were interviewed attributed vices such as arrogance, ignorance, hatred, aggression, and hostility among others to their children’s use of the social media (Burns, 2016). Also, Chapman and Pellicane (2014) noted that the use of social media diminish the skills of affection, and anger management in children.
In the same line, the use of social media in underage children may encourage dishonesty and moral decay in various levels. According to McBride (2011), the recommended age for use of most social media sites is thirteen. However, 94% of the children aged between 8 and 11 years in the UK have access to social media sites (Ofcom, 2017). Most of these children have profiles in social media networks such as Facebook and MySpace. This means that they use fake information to create their accounts in the various social media sites. Therefore, the use of social media in children compels them to use dishonest, an effect that may become a habit.  
In addition, the use of social media by underage children promotes other unethical practices from third parties. For instance, while underage children ignorantly share their personal information online, it may be used by third parties for unethical practices such as identity theft. Children who use social media are also prey to sex predators, and cyber bullies. Furthermore, the social media pressure imposed on children may compel them to engage in unethical practices such as pornography, sexual implementation,   among other (Singer and Singer, 2012). As such, the use of social media by underage children promotes unethical practices in the children, and in third parties. Besides the social and ethical aspects, the use of social media poses legal implications 
The legal implications resulting from underage children’s use of social media are yielded by the need to protect the underage children’s privacy, and the content they are exposed to in social media. Children who use social media are at a high risk of getting exposed to adult content such as pornography, and alcohol marketing. Notably, under children lack the necessary skills and responsiveness to protect themselves from unsuitable contact and inappropriate sharing of personal information. The legally set age limit of 13 prevents the children from these risks (FCFAP, 2011). However, this is not enough.
Some social networks such as YouTube do not require an individual to sign in order to view the content. Even the social sites such as Facebook and Myspace which needs one to submit their ages in order to sign in, lack age verification systems to assess whether the information provided matches the applicant’s age. As such, the legal age restriction does not prevent the underage children from accessing or even creating profiles with social media sites. When they pose as adults, they are exposed to problematic content, their information is likely to be used for malicious reasons, and they are also exposed to detrimental phenomenon such as such cyber bullying, cyber grooming, and sexual manipulations; just to name but a few (Singer and Singer, 2012). Underage children should therefore be legally prevented from using social media in order to prevent them from all these critical risks.
Those who support underage children’s use of social media argue that it benefits the children by improving their communication, widening their social connections, and enhancing their technical skill (McBride, 2011). Indeed, through the social media, children are likely to communicate with a large number of individuals and even improve their socializing. However, the social media does not warn on the type of individuals that the children are likely to interact with. For instance, the more the children broaden their social network, the greater is the risk of interacting with cyber bullies and sex predators. In this case, the need for a larger social network is overruled by the need for a quality and appropriate social network that can easily be obtained through physical socialization in the community, and at school. It is also true that the use of social media can enhance the children’s technical skills because they get a chance to maneuver and explore the media (Singer and Singer, 2012). However, while getting the technical expertise, the child is also exposed to the risks described throughout this paper.   Risks such as Facebook depression, cyber bullying, and sexual molestation are related to intense damage in the life of a child; including suicide. As such, it makes no sense to expose the child to such intense risks in the name of horning their technical knowhow. Furthermore, these skills can be learnt in school, and/or they could still acquire these skills when they attain the appropriate age for social media use. Therefore, the risks of social media use by children overweigh the benefits, thus strengthening the argument that  underage children should not be allowed to use social media.
In conclusion, the advancement in technology has yielded the proliferation of media usage among the old and the young alike. The use of the social media exposes and individual to millions of users, most of whom have ill intentions. While adults are able to protect themselves in various capacities, the underage children do not even understand the risks associated with their social media use. The social implications related to the underage children’s use of social media include the detrimental effect on the physical socialization of the children, ignorant sharing of inappropriate information which may jeopardize their career and educational prospects, and disclosure of privacy, which may cause strain in formal and informal relationships. While the right to be forgotten, which was enacted in May 2018 under Article 17 of the General Data and Protection Regulation mitigates this risk, the right applies only in particular circumstances, and therefore the risk cannot entirely be eradicated (Information Commissioner’s Office, 2018). On an ethical level, the use of social media promotes vices such as arrogance, hatred, and dishonesty in children.  It also creates a platform for unethical practices including cyber bullying and sexual molestation. The legal implications of underage children’s use of social media arise from the need to protect their private data, and to protect them from problematic contents; which the social media sites, and the enacted policies have not been able to achieve. While the use of social media by underage children is related to numerous detrimental effects, it is also attributed to enhancing communication and socializing skills in children, as well as nurturing their technical skills. However, the dire detrimental effects outweigh the accrued benefits, making it socially, legally, and ethically justified to ban children’s use of the social media.  
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