                                                                                      Surname           4
Name of Student
Name of Professor
Course
Date
Corporal Punishment
The major objective of corporal punishment is to deter bad behavior. In learning institutions, corporal punishment is meant to ensure learners maintain good behavior by punishing way-ward behaviors. However, it can be observed that different states have different regulations governing corporal punishment with some states allowing it, while others have banned it. There are concerns whether the U.S. should incorporate punishments that were once outlawed due to their harmful and cruel nature. This paper argues that the once outlawed punishments such as corporal punishment should not be incorporated. 
Corporal punishment can be termed as the application of physical force with the objective of causing the recipients to experience pain in order to correct their misbehavior (Gershoff and Font). These authors continue to assert that some states such as Texas, Alabama, Mississippi, and Oklahoma among others, allow the use of wooden paddles in schools to discipline students for a scope of behaviors. It is worth noting that there are some serious behaviors that warrant the use of corporal punishment such as drunkenness during field trips or fighting. 
Whereas corporal punishment has been used for serious offences, there are also instances where it has been used for what can be termed as minor offences. For example, students have been subjected to corporal punishment for failing to submit homework, reporting late, laughing in the hallway, and mispronouncing words, among others (Gershoff and Font).  In such instances, it can be argued that corporal punishment is vulnerable to misapplication by teachers. Whereas teachers have been given the responsibility of maintaining discipline, they can sometimes use it for minor offences, which can harm the student physically. For example, Tim, a 10 year old, fifth grade boy in a public elementary school in rural Texas was subjected to corporal punishment on August 2003, for refusing to attend the gym class because he had not carried his asthma medication with him (Human Rights Watch). The coach used a wooden paddle to punish Tim and the punishment was several such that Tim bled. Three days later, and before the bruises could heal, Tim was punished again. The teacher asserted that during band class, Tim played with a pen, hence the need for the punishment. This incidence made Faye, Tim’s mother, not to send her son to school again. Instead, she starting home schooling Tim (Human Rights Watch). This incidence shows how corporal punishment can result to bodily harm, and thus affect students in their quest to access education. 
Furthermore, there are findings from a research showing that there are disparities in the way corporal punishment is carried out in schools, particularly based on race. In Mississippi and Alabama for example, there was 51 percent likelihood that black students would be subjected to corporal punished compared to White students in more than half of the districts (Gershoff and Font). Furthermore, in one fifth of Mississippi and Alabama, the percentage that Black students would be subjected to corporal punishment was 500 percent compared to White students (Gershoff and Font). However, it is worth noting that these disparities are not unique in Mississippi and Alabama states only. On the contrary, these disparities also exist in states such as Florida at 20 percent, Arkansas at 17 percent, Louisiana at 28 percent, Georgia at 26 percent, and Tennessee at 18 percent (Gershoff and Font). Thus, it can be observed that the application of corporal punishment, particularly in learning institutions can be misused. Students can be punished for extremely minor issues such as word pronunciation errors. Additionally, it can be observed that that the punishment can be misused based on racial disparities. Therefore, it would be better not to incorporate corporal punishment. 





















Works Cited
Gershoff, Elizabeth and Sarah Font. “Corporal punishment in U.S. public schools: Prevalence, disparities in use, and status in State and Federal policy.” Social Policy Report, vol. 30, no. 1, 2016, www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5766273/. Accessed 17 May 2018.
Human Rights Watch. A violent education: Corporal punishment of children in US public schools. Author, 2008, www.hrw.org/report/2008/08/19/violent-education/corporal-punishment-children-us-public-schools. Accessed 17 September 2018.


