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The Invalidation of the Immigrants and their Contribution in the US
The equality that was visualized by the American’s founding fathers still remains a dream; more than two century after the nation was founded. The founding fathers of the United States of America visualized a nation where everybody would be equal, and would get equal chances to optimize himself/herself. However, time has proved unable to bring this dream into reality. The issue of immigrants has yielded heated debates in the contemporary American society. The immigrants, who have historically contributed immeasurably to the building of the United States, have suddenly been considered as a burden, and a source of insecurity for America.  This paper will address the topic of immigration in the US. Based on Edward Delman’s article “How Lin-Manuel Miranda Shapes History” this paper will argue that immigrants share the America’s founding dream through their significant contribution towards the building of the nation, yet their labor and contribution continues to be invalidated; as is evident in Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton
In his article that was published in the Atlantic Magazine, Edward Delman tries to explore how Lin-Manuel Miranda has tried to shape the history of the US in his Hamilton. Delman explores how Miranda has used cast, and music genre to bridge the distance between the story he wishes to tell and his audience. By doing so, Delman argues that Miranda has managed to “strongly influence the way Americans think about the early republic” (Delman1). bHe hold that the immigrants have historically contributed to the building of America, yet their contribution  has never been noticed or appreciated. Delman, therefore, argues that the women and the people of color in America share the same spotlight with the America’s founding fathers.
Just like the founding fathers, the people who immigrate to America go there with the visualization of the land of opportunities, and therefore with the notion that their willingness to serve will be appreciated, and that their lives would improve. As Delman indicates, the women and the people of color share the same spotlight with the founding fathers. This sentence is a depiction of the inequality that is experienced by the women and the people of color. It is worthwhile to note that most immigrants are represented in the “people of color” category. To opine that the immigrants are in the same spotlight with the founding fathers means that they visualize an America where they will be given equal opportunities, and where they will not be judged in regard to their ethnicity background. The immigrants visualize a system that will foster their integration into the mainstream society.
The importance of the fact that the vision of the immigrants parallels those of the finding fathers counts in various scopes. Firstly, this vision for a better America and equality for all is an indication that, as opposed to a common notion, the immigrants do not come to America with the aim of just sitting down to be fed. On the contrary, they come with the aim of contributing to the betterment of the nation, through hard work and sacrifice. Of course, the immigrants’ enthusiasm to propel the nation forwards overrules the allegation that the immigrants pose a security threat to the US. There is no doubt that there are some ill-willed people go to the US with the intentions of committing terrorism acts. However, the fact that a few immigrants may have ill intentions, should not lead to the condemnation of majority of the immigrants whose only intention is bring into reality the America that was visualized by the founding fathers through their service towards nation-building.
One does not need to have a deeper look at Miranda’s Hamilton to notice that indeed, immigrants go to the US with the sole reason of advancing the nation’s and their personal American dreams. “And we all came America trying to get a lap dance from Lady Freedom/But now Lady Liberty is acting like Hilary Banks with a pre-nup” (12-13). In these lines, Miranda points out that immigrants coming to America come with the notion that in the US, they would indeed have an opportunity to find their freedom. Freedom in this case could mean liberation from joblessness, war and violence, health problems, illiteracy, and despotic governance. Given that they share the American founding dreams, the immigrants do not consider that their “immigrants’ status” would hinder them from achieving their American dream. But alas! On reaching the US, they find that being in America, does not count as being an American, as far as the achievement of the American dream is concerned.
Miranda goes on to indicate that while the immigrants have contributed significantly to the building of the US, now the term ‘immigrant’ has become loathsome in America. He stresses that as the immigration debates dominate the US parliament, the immigrants still carry on with their service.  “And just like that it's over, we tend to our wounded, we count our dead/Black and white soldiers wonder alike if this really means freedom/Not yet (7-9). These lines imply that, while the American administration is busy deciding the fate of the immigrants, the immigrants are busy offering their service towards nation-building. Even though they are hurt by the proceedings, they do not deter from rendering their service to the nation. While the whites count their dead among the US soldiers, the immigrants too count their dead. However, their service in the military does not make them equal to the whites.
On the contrary, the immigrants are still perceived with negativity. Miranda indicates that racism is still prevalent in America, as “Racists feed the belly of the beast/With they pitchforks, rich chores/ Done by the people that get ignored” (32-34). In these lines, Miranda implies that the people who practice racism are still upholding the racially prejudiced American social structure. Yet, even though the immigrants work hard towards the development of the nation, their efforts, though visible are still ignored. In lines 46 to 48, Miranda depicts the ill-fitted position of the immigrants in the chauvinistic society. “I been scoping ya dudes, ya'll ain't been working like I do/I'll outwork you, it hurts you/You claim I'm stealing jobs though” (46-48). These lines indicate that the immigrants are placed between a rock and a hard stone. When they do not work, they are stereotyped as lazy and dependant people. On the other hand, when they work hard towards the building of the nation, and the achievement of their American dreams, they are blamed for stealing the jobs from the Americans; never mind they have to deal with lesser pays as compared to the Americans.
Throughout the song, Miranda stresses that while the immigrants equally contributes to “getting the job done”, this is not counted as enough effect to promote equality for the immigrants (73). On the contrary, they have to live under the shadow. Immigrants, we get the job done/Not yet/The credit is only borrowed/It's America's ghost writers, the credit's only borrowed (62-65). In these lines, Miranda wants to stress that while immigrants work just like Americans in building of the nation, their contribution is never appreciated. As a matter of fact, they are considered as a people without a voice. If they have to write or express themselves, they have to do it in the shadows. It seems that there is nothing that they could do in order to be appreciated, and to be subjected to the same standards as the Americans. They may lay down their lives, yet their sacrifice will not be noticed, leave alone appreciated. 
Indeed, the immigrants who go to the US dream of green pastures, freedom, and peace. It is only when they arrive that they realize the contrast between their dreams and visualization, and the reality. If the founding fathers would wake up today, they too would realize that the dreams that they had for America are far from being achieved. In fact, they would realize that the current structures in the nation, by all means hinder the equal opportunities that they dreamt of. Various passages from Miranda’s Hamilton can be used to back up this assertion. 
The status of the immigrants in America does not depict the founding dream. “Cool, they flee war zones, but the problem ain't ours/Even if our bombs landed on them like the Mayflower” (81-82). These lines indicate that America can no longer be considered as a haven for those running from war in their countries. Such are now considered as a bother who should fed for themselves. It does not even matter whether America has contributed to their current conditions. What matters is that they are refugees, and they are no longer welcome in America. “Thin red lines on the flag you hoist when you kill/But still we just say "look how far I come"/…Cause/Immigrants, we get the job done (86-87, 90-91). This indicates that despite the dehumanizing experiences that immigrants face in the US, they are still willing to render their services to the nation. This is like a wakeup call for the American society and administration; to reconsider the dreams of the founding fathers, and reflect on what America has become, and what it will be remembered for in the future generations. The importance of this context is that after bringing to the light the persecution and marginalization that immigrants go through, Miranda is now calling for action. He wants the society to change its ways, by recognizing and appreciating the historical role that immigrants have played in building the American nation.
In conclusion, the immigrants have endeavored to contribute their services to the building of the US, and to the advancement of the American dream, yet their travailing has never been noticed. They have been more than willing to work in the military, and many have died in the same course. They have outworked the Americans in the workforce, and dubbed “job thieves” for this. Even though their fate must be decided through heated and distasteful debates, this does not deter their willingness to serve. Miranda’s song is a call for the to reconsider whether after their significant contribution, and their willingly to serve, the immigrants in the US deserve their current treatment. 
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