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Background
The increasing number of uninsured Americans has been on the rise despite the government’s substantial investment in the healthcare. Therefore, the primary concern is how to reduce the number of uninsured citizens with various views from the stakeholders of the country’s health care system. The healthcare policy has attracted multiple debates in the recent past with the government proposal to provide short-term health coverage to the citizens with an objective of making the coverage affordable for those who cannot afford the comprehensive cover (Pear, 2018). The policy reform attracts mixed reactions with some stakeholders supporting, others opposing and others supporting the status quo. 
Importance of the Issue
Health policy plays a crucial role when an individual becomes ill and in need of medical healthcare due to the high cost involved on out of pocket funding (Teitelbaum & Wilensky, 2015). Besides, out of pocket funding might lack when highly required and the patient ends up with no access to the healthcare needed. Hence citizens are expected to have a health cover to take to care of their health when they have finances and when they do not have. Therefore, it is significant to determine the health policies that are beneficial to the US citizens as well as prevent exploitative practices among the insurers or agents. A government is obliged to provide affordable healthcare to the citizens as one of the critical agendas. The well being of citizens is believed to impact significantly on the general economic growth due to their productivity (Teitelbaum & Wilensky, 2015). Therefore, the healthcare policy is of paramount importance to the US government to not only promote the health care accessibility but to also protect the citizens from exploitative insurers or agents. 
The Need to Address the Issue at the Moment
The issue at the moment concerns the affordability of the health care policy in the country.  The long-term health care policy is considered to be not affordable to all by the government and thus, the need to having short-term policies for the citizens who cannot afford the long-term healthcare policies (Pear, 2018). However, key stakeholders have different views. While others perceive the move provide short-term health care policy effective to promote health care affordability, others perceive the step inappropriate and the policy can create loopholes which can be used by the agents or insurers to exploit the citizens. Addressing the policy issue at the moment is essential since the healthcare status of the citizens is crucial and is among the key agendas of the country’s governance. 
Factual Information Required to Develop a Complete Picture of the Underlying Issue
The US healthcare is faced with significant problems that need urgent reform. This is attributable to the fact that the number of insured Americans increased by 3.2 million people between the year 2016 and the year 2017, the most substantial increase in a decade (Abutaleb, 2018). Therefore, effective policy is required to reduce the number of insured and providing quality and efficient care to the citizens. Despite the fact the US spends a considerable amount of funds in health care probably the highest health investment around the globe, the citizens usually do not obtain the care required. The preventive care is thus, underutilized and consequently resulting in higher spending on advanced and complex diseases. The reason for a high number of uninsured is believed to be the high cost of comprehensive health coverage, lack of public awareness on the importance of health care coverage, lack of alternative cost-effective health cover policies among other factors (Teitelbaum & Wilensky, 2015). Therefore, the country’s health care system requires policy reform to offer the solution to the problem and increase the number of insured maximally. 
Key Interests Groups and Stakeholders
The health care system policy reform involves various key stakeholders including the government officials, non-government representatives, insurers, agents, the public, pharmaceutical companies, hospitals, physicians, patients, employers, American Hospital Association, American Medical Association, politicians among other stakeholders.  The interrelationship among stakeholders in the health care system is complex with stakeholders having different interests ("Health Care Reform: Duties and Responsibilities of the Stakeholders - Institute of Catholic Bioethics", 2011). For instance, the primary objective of private companies is to maximize the shareholders' wealth while the government objective is providing health care at affordable costs to the citizens (Sieberg & Shvetsova, 2012). Therefore, while the government seeks to provide affordable health care to the citizens, pharmaceutical companies seek to maximize profit through high priced drugs. Therefore the stakeholder’s interrelationships in the health care system are one of the most complex systems in a country. 
Relevant Social, Economic, Political and Quality Factors of Care
Social Factors  
Citizens have an ethical responsibility for their health and their lifestyles significantly influence their health status. It is impossible to have a program that forces people to have healthy lifestyles and thus, people are ethically responsible for their health to a higher degree. It assumed that healthy lifestyles result to lower health care costs (Sieberg & Shvetsova, 2012). 
Economic Factors 
Government invests heavily in health and thus, reduced cost of healthcare funding implies that the resources can be directed to other issues of public interests (Sieberg & Shvetsova, 2012). Patients also incur significant costs when using out of pocket money to fund an ailment (Sieberg & Shvetsova, 2012). Therefore, an insurance cover saves the patients considerably, and the money can be allocated on other personal matters. 
Political Factors 
Politicians represent a group of citizens who support them and acts as representatives. Therefore, they aim to develop policies that are prioritized by the citizens for continued support. Besides, promoting the supporters’ issues, politicians also focus on the matters that concern their respective political parties. Therefore, political factors have an impact on the healthcare policy concerning allocation of the health care funds as well as representing the supporters’ interests. 
Factual Information for a Clear Picture Concerning the Policy Environment
The increasing number of uninsured citizens necessitates a policy implementation to curb the trend. The US president Donald Trump proposes a short-term policy as an option for curbing the trend (Pear, 2018). He argues that the short-term health care policy would be affordable to a significant number of people and thus, reduce the number of uninsured people in the country. However, the policy environment is characterized by both support and opposition ("Summary of Stakeholder Views", 2018). Those supporting the short term policy include the insurers and agents among others. A higher number of enrollment would generate revenue for these stakeholders. On the other hand, those opposing the short term policy argue that enhancing the education campaign would increase the awareness among people and thus, improve the number of insured people in the country while the introduction of short-term healthcare policies would attract unscrupulous behaviors among the insurers and insurance agents and thus, increase costs to patients (Sieberg & Shvetsova, 2012).
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