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Vocational Training for the American High School Students Should be Endorsed


Vocational training refers to the kind of training that is geared to offer career-specific technical knowhow before one enters into working life (Christian and Riihimäki 6). The question of offering vocational training for high school students is a controversial issue in the US. This is notwithstanding the fact that, vocational training offers the students practical training and work experience, thus enhancing their employability and productivity once they get into the labor force. This paper will argue that the American public schools and the society at large, should promote vocational training for the high school students due to its associated health, social, and economic benefits.



According to Eichhorst one of reasons why vocational training for high school students should be upheld is because it prepares the students for a smooth transition between school life and the workforce by arming them with the rights skills. Notably, vocational training would give the high school students the skills to apply novel knowledge to real-life events. They would also get an opportunity to acquire interpersonal skills that would be useful in establishing and nurturing healthy relationships in the workplace.  Furthermore, vocational training would also help the high school students to choose their area of specialization in their particular sector. This would in turn facilitate job fit and job satisfaction (1).


In addition, vocational training for high school students yields motivation for students who are less motivated in the regular classroom settings.  Motivation is paramount in preventing school drop outs, and ensuring higher rates of high school graduation. According to the technical and practical nature of vocational training reduces monotony and generates motivation especially for students who are not academically inclined, and those with low motivation (Gunderson 20). The association between school drop outs and criminology cannot be overlooked in this case. It is always said that “an idle mind is the devil’s workshop”. As such, when the youths drop out of school, they are at a very high risk of engaging in undesirable activities including crime, substance abuse, unsafe sex, and violence (19). These indulgencies yield negative impacts not only on the lives of the students but also on the society at large. For instance, indulgence in these activities may not only compromise the health of the student, but it may also increase the national morbidity rates as well as the rates of crime and insecurity. As such, the opportunity offered by vocational training to mitigate high school dropout should not be wasted.


Besides, other nations which have enacted vocational trainings have witnessed good results in their high school students. For instance, a study conducted on several European nations indicated that vocational training for high school students was associated with numerous social economic benefits including increment in employability and employee productivity, life satisfaction, crime reduction, inclusion of marginalized groups into the labor market, and individual motivation; among others (Christian and Riihimäki 7). It is therefore evident that vocational training for high school students yields numerous social, economic and health benefits; the more reason why the US public schools, and the society at large should advocate for vocational training for the high school students.


In conclusion, the high school students make both a venerable group, but one which can yields a lot of productivity if directed appropriately. Vocational education is a critical opportunity for not only motivating the students, but also preparing them for the job market. In the same line, keeping the high school busy ensures that they do not have time to idle around; which is a risk factor for engaging in a wide range of crimes and irresponsible behaviors including drug and substance abuse, violence, irresponsible sexual behavior, just to name but a few. Indeed, the US public schools, and the society at large should endorse vocational training for the high school students.
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