Surname 1

Name:
Tutor:
Course:
Date:
Title:
An old adage goes “Scars have the strange power to remind people that their past is real.” However, even scars fade with time. Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton musical is one way of reminding the Americans of where they came from. As a matter of fact, in his article “How Lin-Manuel Miranda Shapes History,” Edward Delman  explores the way Miranda’s Hamilton has helped in connecting the contemporary US society with its past. Most of Miranda’s Hamilton relates the position of the US as a British Colony, to the current status of the immigrants and the other marginalized groups in the US. This paper will be focusing on the status of the immigrants as depicted in Edward Delman’s article “How Lin-Manuel Miranda Shapes History,” to argue that the depiction of Alexander Hamilton in Miranda’s Hamilton reflects the position of the immigrants in US today, only that today’s immigrants do not get the opportunity to make their star shine. 
In his article “How Lin-Manuel Miranda Shapes History,” Edward Delman points out that Miranda’s Hamilton will remind the Americans that they too were at one time in history under the British Empire. Probably, this would make them understand that just like America at that time was seeking freedom from the British Empire; there were slaves in the American states also seeking their freedom. This is to mean that, its status as a British colony should remind America to treat the less fortunate (immigrants) with much kindness than it was probably shown by the British Empire. In the same manner, Delman notes that the history of America as portrayed  in the Hamilton is a significant reminder of the fact that, just like the Americans, the immigrants have had a significant role in shaping the American history. As a matter of fact, the Americans today should not forget that despite being an immigrant in his time, Alexander Hamilton played a major role in the revolution, and as a founding father of today’s America. In short, Delman wants to emphasize on the role that the immigrants have played in shaping today’s America, and thus point out to the fact that they need to be treated better than they are being treated. This article is relevant to the American context today; during a time when immigration has become the center of the US political and social debates. 
In “The Shot”, Alexander Hamilton manages to depict his unfortunate status, which reflects America under British Empire. Hey yo, I’m just like my country/I’m young, scrappy and hungry/And I’m not throwing away my shot (3-5). In these lines, Hamilton depicts the status of a young and poor immigrant, but who is determined to make it in life. He likens his status to that of America under the British rule. He goes on to say, “… I shoulder/Every burden, every disadvantage/I have learned to manage, I don’t have a gun to brandish/I walk these streets famished” (14-17). These lines depict the disadvantageous position of a young immigrant. Yet, in the following line, Hamilton shows his determination, by declaring his intentions to “fan this spark into a flame” (18). Even though his status is wanting, he intends to make the best out of it. But Hamilton is in a similar status with America, “Meanwhile, Britain keeps shittin’ on us endlessly/Essentially, they tax us relentlessly” (22-23). These lines depict the oppression that America suffers under the British Empire. Yet in lines 26 and 29, Hamilton shows his willingness to offer his life, if it would liberate America from the British empire, “So there will be a revolution in this century…I will down my life if it sets us free” (26, 29). However, after visualizing a wonderful “life without a monarchy” (42), Hamilton further recognizes that “But we’ll never be truly free/Until those in bondage have the same rights as you and me” (52-53).
These passages are significant in expressing that the heart of the American immigrant has always been with America. The immigrants have always considered America as their country, and willing to give their lives to see it prosper. They might have had dreams to better their lives, yet the American dream is also alive in the hearts of the immigrants. This song echoes Delman’s assertion that “American history is not just the history of white people” (1). It fits into the current distasteful immigration debates in which, America seems to have forgotten the role of the immigrants in the American history. They indeed seem to have forgotten that, America was also in bondage and under the oppression of the British Empire, and that freedom actually means freedom and equal rights for Americans and immigrants alike.  If the immigrants could have been given an opportunity, they would realize their dream, along with the American dream.
Miranda’s “Alexander Hamilton” is a depiction of a young immigrant who rises from ashes to glory through his willingness to serve his host country. The first two lines depict the insignificant of Alexander Hamilton as a Scottish immigrant to America. Although he was famished, he was luckier than the slaves who “were being slaughtered and carted away” (9). He is a child in a foreign nation, with no parents or anyone to look up to. Yet by writing about himself, he gets a chance to be educated, which acts as a gateway to his success in life. Besides, he becomes an important person in America. “When America sings for you/ will they know what you overcame” (136-137). In this line, the identity of Alexander Hamilton is being emphasized. He is an insignificant immigrant. However, the chance he has been given is like an opportunity to unleash his potential, which has become handy for America as a nation. Nonetheless, the following lines give a contrasting scenario. “See if you can spot him/Another immigrant comin' up from the bottom/His enemies destroyed his rep America forgot him…” (148-150). these lines depicts the Me, I died for him/Me, I trusted him/Me, I loved him/And me, I’m the damn fool that shot him/There’s a million things I haven’t done/But just you wait (145-150). In these lines, the treatment of immigrants in America is compared to other nations. While immigrants played a major role in shaping America, it is in America that they have become unwanted. Other nations love, trust, and care for the immigrants.
This song is significant in passing the message that while the immigrants are mostly needy people seeking to better their lives, if given an opportunity, they would yield their potential, which would be directed towards building America. It is like a wakeup call for America to realize that immigrants have significantly contributed towards the American history (Delman 1). It is therefore ironical that while immigrants are being embraced by other nations, America now considered them as an enemy.   Lines 149 and 150 shows that it is not too late for America to change its attitude and embrace the immigrants. 
In Miranda’s “Right Hand Man” Hamilton points out that the chance to go to battle is the only promising path to be freed from poverty. He indicates, “As a kid in the Caribbean I wished for a war/I knew that I was poor/I knew it was the only way to—Rise up!” (10-13). He is willing to risk his life in battle to either die in glory, or get out of his poverty (14-15). Lines 86-87 indicates that Hamilton’s willingness to serve and his courage makes him admirable to George Washington. George notes that “we are a powder keg about to explode/ I need someone to lighten the load. so?” Hamilton is ready for to take up the responsibility against all odds, and he declares, “I am not throwing’ away my shot” (90). The chance that George gives him to be his right hand man leads Hamilton to his glory. 
To start with, Hamilton’s desire to fight is fueled by his poverty. However, even though he is an immigrant, he is willing to serve and even sacrifice his life in battle for America. This could be a representation of many immigrants in the US. As Delman indicates, immigrants have played a major role in the American history (1). Looking beyond this song, it is inarguable to state that many immigrants have served in the American military. Yet, their role is being invalidated in today’s America. In this song, Hamilton is depicted to be serving alongside Marquis de Lafayette, whom Delman notes is a “nobleman who played a crucial role during the revolutionary war” (1). As such, this song expresses the significant role that immigrants have held, and still hold in the US military. As Delman suggests, this song is a reminder to the Americans especially at the current political context when immigrants are viewed as an enemy of the US. Indeed, the song, like many of the Hamilton, brings to the light the loyal position of immigrants, who though inspired by their lack, only wish to serve the US.
In conclusion, the Hamilton depicts the life and status of Alexander Hamilton, which is actually a reflection of the status of today’s immigrant’s in the US. In the three songs reviewed in this paper, “Alexander Hamilton”, “My shot”, and “Right Hand Man”, Hamilton is depicted as a famished young man, but who is determined to make it life. His current situation acts as a spark, which he intends to fan into flames. He considers the US as his country, and he is willing to die in battle in order to free America form its enemies. In numerous capacities, Hamilton’s life reflects the status of contemporary immigrants in America. They have fled their home countries to seek freedom from war, and poverty. \if they could only be given the chance that Hamilton once received, they would be more than willing to die for the US.  They would realize their potential and exploit it for the benefit of the US. 

Works Cited
Delman, Edward. "How Lin-Manuel Miranda Shapes History". The Atlantic, 2015, https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2015/09/lin-manuel-miranda-hamilton/408019/. Accessed 17 Sept 2018.
Miranda, Lin- Manuel. “Alexander Hamilton” Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, 2015, http://atlanticrecords.com/HamiltonMusic/
Miranda, Lin- Manuel. “My Shot” Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, 2015, http://atlanticrecords.com/HamiltonMusic/
Miranda, Lin- Manuel. “Right Hand Man” Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, 2015, http://atlanticrecords.com/HamiltonMusic/
