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Emily Grierson: the Victim or the Culprit ?
In “A Rose for Emily” the characterization of Emily depicts her as a classical outsider whose life is highly scrutinized by the community in which she lives in. She is presented as a monument, which attracts the attention of both the town people and the town authority. She is scrutinized both because she comes from the “high and mighty Griersons” (2), and because of her mysterious lifestyle. On the one hand, the community pity Emily and speculate her life’s happenings out of pity. On the other hand, they are irritating by the way she shuts them out of her life, and therefore, they speculate her life in order to understand what is happening to this mysterious character. This paper will argue that the nonlinear narration of the story introduces the reader to the many faces of Emily; but although Emily is the object of extreme scrutiny, her status as a Grierson, and her ability to enforce her personal law and conduct overrules the of her being a victim of her own community.
	Miss Emily could not have been a victim of the town, given that she devised her own laws of living and stuck to them. In many instances, Emily is able to effortlessly defy the norms and the authority. For instance, when the subsequent generations of mayors feel that Emily needs to start paying her taxes, which had been remitted by Colonel Sartoris ten years ago, she coldly tells them, “see Colonel Sartoris. I have no taxes in jefferson” (2), and then asks her servants to send the visitors out. After that nobody ever bothers her about taxes. Also, when she goes to buy the rat poison, the druggist explains that the law requires her to state her reason for purchasing poison. However, “Emily just stared at him” in a way that makes the druggist to sell her the arsenic poison without further questioning.
 In the same manner when her father dies, she stubbornly stops the town people from disposing the body, claiming that her father is not dead. It is after she finally broke down that the people manage to bury her father. Also, when the Baptist minister goes to talk to her about marrying Homer Barron, he never reveals what transpired between them, but he declines ever involving himself in Emily’s matters. All these incidents indicate that Emily has her own ways and terms, and neither the town people, nor the authority can dictate their terms to her. Therefore, there is no way that she is the victim of the community.
The nonlinear narrative style portrays the many faces of Emily, making the reader wondering about her behavior. It seems that the community really wants to help her, but she always keep them a way so that they cannot recognize her dark secrets.  Although the narrative style endeavors to make the reader understand Emily’s character, just like the town people, the reader remains in a dilemma, not knowing whether to pity her or to blame her. It is only at the end of the story when the reader realizes the intentions of Emily’s reserved lifestyle.
In conclusion, Emily is characterized as a highly reserved person, making it hard for the reader to fully understand her nature. However, at the end of the story, the reader realizes that Emily’s reserved lifestyle and behavior are meant to keep her in isolation so that people do not know her dark secrets. At the end, the reader realizes that Emily has managed to cunningly manipulate the community to pity and avoid her so that they can let her live her isolated life in peace. She also has a way of manipulating the authorities to bend to her will. No one is able to compel her to do what she does not want. Therefore, she is not the victim. On the contrary, the community is her victim.
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QUESTIONS
1. Describe how the community in which Emily lives turns out to be her victim
2. Was Emily’s Negro servant her victim or accomplice?
