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Traditional Greek justice in Cassandra’s prophecy in the Agamemnon
Cassandra is a popular Troy princess, the beautiful daughter of Hecuba and Priam. Cassandra in addition to being a princess also had a unique prophecy gift that she could use to foretell future events. However, this gift was founded on Cassandra’s agreement to love the god Apollo. Apollo wanted Cassandra to accept his love, but she declined. Apollo felt betrayed and cursed Cassandra as a result. It is worth noting that the god could not take back gifts once granted. Therefore, the god Apollo could not take back the prophecy gift but decided to curse Cassandra such that people were not to believe any of her prophecies. Thus, Cassandra continued to prophecy, but the community never believed her. This essay is going to discuss what Cassandra’s prophecy speaks about traditional Greek justice in the Agamemnon. 
It can be observed that in the ancient Greece, revenge, and death formed the foundations of justice. For example, Cassandra appears to unearth the sins that orchestrated the curse in the Atreus House (Struck). In this house, innocent children were killed. Cassandra asserts that “Do you see,…young ones, nightmare shapes, images of dreams, children, dead at the hands of those nearest and dear to them, hands filled with the meat of their own flesh as food” (Bond 29 (1217-1220)). From this vision, it can be deduced that innocent lives were lost at the hands of those people expected to take care of them. And Cassandra continues to assert and prophecy that, “I say, some creature is plotting revenge, a fawning lion that keeps to the house and rolls in the bed of the master who is on his way home, my master-for I must bear the yoke of slavery…” (Bond 29 (1223-1226)).This prophecy shows that an offense was committed because innocent children died. Additionally, the prophecy also outlines the creature that is plotting revenge, and the creature can be said to be fierce based on the way Cassandra describes it. She describes the creature that is planning revenge, a fawning lion (Bond 29 (1224)). Therefore, revenge is the one way that is believed to be sufficient justice for the killed children. In this case, it can be observed that justice for causing death is death. 
Vengeance is also perceived to be the form of justice in ancient Greece as can be observed in another of Cassandra’s vision. Cassandra asserts that in their end, the gods will not neglect them. “For another will come in his turn to avenge us, a son to kill a mother and avenge a father’s death.” (Bond 30-31 (1280-1281)). It can be seen that killing and vengeance are the forms of justice applied in the ancient Greece. The statements that a son would kill a mother, and that a father’s death could be avenged, mean that killing was a form of justice. 
From the above prophecy, it can also be observed that Cassandra is also praying that the justice will be served to those individuals who will avenge the death of her master. According to her vision, Cassandra can ‘see’ that the death of her master will be avenged. Furthermore, Cassandra prays that the individuals who will be responsible for avenging for the death of her master will also exact requital in blood for her. In this particular prophecy, Cassandra sees herself as a poor slave and a fragile object. It can be observed that Cassandra is hoping that the death of her master is to be avenged. This statement is a clear indication that killing and vengeance were the methods that were employed in ancient Greece. 
Furthermore, there are also instances where justice was served in terms of war. For example, it can be observed that Cassandra had prophesied and warned Paris, Priam’s son, against traveling to Sparta (McMullan 77-78). However, Cassandra’s warning, which was based on what she could visualize through the prophecy, was never heeded. Cassandra, through her prophecy, knew that Paris’ journey to Sparta would also cause problems in his marriage due to his actions (Doyle 67). 
However, since people had come to ignore Cassandra’s prophecies, which was in line with her curse. It is worth recalling that once Cassandra refused to be Apollo’s lover, it was destined that people would never believe her prophecies (Doyle 63). Therefore, this prophecy about Paris and his journey to Sparta was not unique because it was ignored. Thus, Paris decided to proceed with his journey to Sparta, and he succeeded in kidnapping Helen. It can be observed that Helen, in Greek mythology, was Helen of Troy and could also present Helen of Sparta, who was Zeus’ daughter. Paris’ decision to kidnap Helen later became costly because it led to the generation of the Trojan battle with Greece.  Cassandra grieves at the match made by Paris, “…and at the deaths that it brought to his friends, for the river, Scamander, that watered the land of my father, the waters beside which I too then flourished and grew (Bond 28 (1155-1159)).” 
To the reader, it is possible to visualize the community and environment in which the ancient Greeks lived. The observation that a war was initialized by Paris’ deed of kidnapping Helen is an indication of a community that was waging war. Paris’ offense of abducting Helen was to be solved through battle. In this instance, therefore, the battle becomes the method to administer justice for the committed offense. 
In the contemporary world, it would be possible to employ other measures to solve crime-associated issues rather than resulting in war. For example, in a contemporary society, it could be possible for investigations to be initiated after which the culprit is imprisoned and not killed (Mandery 14). In such a society, crimes are subjected to a democratic legal process before the sentences are issued (Mandery 13-15). However, in ancient Greece, it is clear that the time taken to undertake investigations and court processes before culprits are imprisoned does not exist. In its place, issues are solved ‘swiftly’ through killings and war. The affected party engaged in a war to fight the culprits. 
Furthermore, Cassandra asserts about her grieving for the pains of the city that was completely destroyed. “I grieve of the pains, the pains of this town, completely destroyed, for sacrifices father made in front of his walls, for the prodigal slaughter of grazing flocks (Bond 28 (1166-1169)).”It can be observed that the town has been subjected to destruction and pain. Moreover, the community appears to have lost their flocks to slaughter and the city does not seem to have acquired any cure from the existing problems. This is another example of the destruction that appeared to have been carried out during ancient Greece. Moreover, Cassandra asserts that, “… it will come, I think, a grief much greater than mine, that will come like a swell of a wave that lifts to the light of the dawn (Bond 28-29 (1180-1183)).” 
Additionally, Cassandra avers that “Besieging the house, they sing their song of its ruin and original crime, spitting despite in their rage on the man who despoiled his brother’s bridal bed (Bond 29 (1191-1193)).” From these prophecies, it can be observed that crimes were prevalent in ancient Greece. 

Additionally, it can also be observed that punishment was not withheld anytime crimes were committed but were served expeditiously. The reader can deduce every time a crime as deemed to have committed, punishment in the form of vengeance followed close by. Moreover, it can be observed that curses were also considered as forms of justice. For example, Cassandra asserts that “Go, go! Accursed! Hurled down in payment for my pain! (Bond 30 (1267)). This statement can show that curses are a form of punishment for errors and mistakes done. It can be argued that curses were intended to cause suffering to people who were thought to have been responsible for causing pain. 
In conclusion, therefore, it can be observed that there were various ways through which justice was served during ancient Greece. Perpetrators of criminal activities or misdeeds were subjected to killed, maimed (through wars) and cursed. As Cassandra outlines in her prophecies, a reader can get the perception that ancient Greece was fond of employing war, murder, and curses to all those that were believed to have been responsible for causing suffering. Unlike in the contemporary world where perpetrators of criminal activities are imprisoned and rarely killed, things were carried out differently during ancient Greece. During this time, curses and killings were deemed to be the norm. 
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