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Part 1: Legislation Comparison Grid: Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA)

	The legislative intent of the bill reviewed
	ACA was meant to serve three major objectives, including the transformation of private insurance for the benefit of individuals and small group buyers; expansion of medicaid for the sake of the poor populations whose income levels fell in the federal stipulated level of poverty of 133% and below; and to change the decision-making strategies used in the healthcare context (Silvers, 2013). In alignment with the private insurance transformation, ACA execution of rules that would ensure the standardization of premiums through the establishment of individual mandate that would attract many, if not all, Americans into the system. Medicaid expansion targeted the working poor but was left to the states to decide whether to opt into it. Transformation of decision-making emphasized the family as being at the core of physician-patient interactions and choice of treatment options (Silvers, 2013).   

	Proponents and opponents of the bill
	ACA is widely supported by the democrats while republicans are against it. There are also other stakeholders opposed to the bill, including the private insurers, interest groups, and healthcare providers who were against a heightened level of involvement of the federal government in healthcare affairs (Halpin & Harbage, 2010). The supporters and opposers of the bill have expressed distinct attitudes from time to time, particularly in the contemporary context when divisions are evidenced by the introduction of some other bills to repeal the act. The House of Representatives, which comprises of a majority republicans, passed the American Health Care Act (AHCA) in a bid to repeal a significant portion of ACA. The senate, comprising of a majority democrats, embarked on an endeavor to create a new version of AHCA (Ku et al., 2017). Several other legislations have been proposed in a bid to replace ACA despite a ruling on the constitutionality of the act by the U.S. Supreme Court (Boles, 2012).    

	Target populations addressed by ACA
	ACA targeted all the populations within America with the main agenda being an improvement of access to care. Research has shown that ACA was effective in meeting the goal of increasing the number of Americans who got insured and thereby raising their chances of accessing care (Garrett & Gangopadhyaya, 2016). States that opted for medicaid expansion experienced higher deductions of the uninsured populations than those who chose not to expand. Individuals who were below the federal poverty line of 133% income level were highly targeted by ACA with standardization of premiums ensuring that no condition could be utilized in exaggerating the price of a health insurance policy. This means that ACA targeted all populations, particularly the uninsured.     

	Where in the process is the bill currently?
	Although ACA was signed into law in March 2010 (Blumenthal et al., 2015), various efforts have been made to repeal it, a factor that seems to establish the act as one that is not fully implemented. The U.S. Supreme Court determined in 2012 that the bill is constitutional (Boles, 2012). However, legislators have repeatedly engaged in a tag of war with considerations of repealing, defunding, delaying, or amending the bill. Based on these debates, the bill can be said to be in the committee stage as both the House of Representatives and the Senate are yet to reach a consensus regarding whether the bill should undergo any transformation or not (Redhead & Kinzer, 2017). Although the republicans succeeded in repealing the individual mandate requirement, chances of succeeding with other amendments or replacement of the bill in entirety are low (BBC News, 2019).   

	Is ACA receiving press coverage
	ACA remains a hot topic in the healthcare domain in the U.S. and, therefore, continues to receive surmountable press coverage. The efforts being made by the Trump Administration in a bid to eradicate the act are always part of the news in prominent newspapers and media houses, including The New York Times, Wallstreet Journal, BBC News, CBS News, among others. The bill is also covered by press outside the U.S. with news appearing in The independent, a prominent newspaper based in the United Kingdom (U.K.). Current news regarding the bill and which appear prominently in press include Donald Trump’s efforts to neutralize the democrats over healthcare issues as documented The New York Times (Baker, Tackett & Qiu, 2019) and also covered by Player FM on /june 16, 2019. All efforts to repeal the act never go unmentioned in various media platforms.   





Part 2: Legislation Testimony/Advocacy Statement
i) Advocate a position for the bill you selected and write testimony in support of your position.
From a personal perspective, I would advocate the implementation of ACA and an emphasis on its constitutionality due to its stance on the plight of the poor. marginalized , and those who cannot afford to have a personal physician. Through this bill, many Americans have managed to obtain a health insurance policy which enables them to access care effectively and conveniently whenever such a need arises. According to Garrett and Gangopadhyaya (2016), every state has experienced a tremendous increase of insured individuals since the enactment of ACA. this could have the implication that Americans could be waiting for such a bill that would enable their inclusion in the healthcare domain, particularly in aspects that would enhance their access to health care. 
The idea of regulating the private insurance market to ensure that all individuals are insured irrespective of pre-existing conditions is also one to embrace (Serako & Wolfe, 2016). In this light, the idea of targeting only the healthy to purchase the health insurance policy and neglecting those with various conditions depicts insurance companies as being guided by their interests rather than the interests of the American population. In this light, the implementation of ACA depicts the interests of the people and this becomes the reason for being opposed by the private insurance firms. 
Describe how you would address the opponent to your position. Be specific and provide examples.
In addressing the opponents of my position, I would consider the interests of the people as the benchmark of my argument. Taking the perspective of the private insurers, their opposition of the ACA is founded on the standardization of premiums which affects the rule of insurance regarding the elderly and those with pre-existing conditions. Ideally, insurers tend to ignore the aspect whereby they receive premiums from health population who might never or will rarely visit the hospital. They are aware that individuals with pre-existing conditions will most often go to hospital and thereby use more than what they have paid for premiums. Based on their motive for higher profitability and low pay-out to hospitals, insurers would rather forgo individuals’ interest to meet their goal of profitability. In this sense, I would embark on the selfish intention of insurers to highlight the importance of health care for the poor and vulnerable within the American society. As such, insurers need to understand that the patients ought to gain from the monthly premiums they pay and the burden should be evenly distributed between the healthy populations and those with pre-existing conditions. This yields the balance and still meets the goal of the insurance, particularly because ACA aimed at attracting the young and healthy into buying health insurance policies. This target had readily been achieved between 2010 and 2015 where those aged between 19 and 34 and who got insured within this timeframe were 8.7 million, accounting for 42% of this age group who were previously uninsured. Those aged 55 to 64 and who got insured in this timeframe were estimated at two million (Garrett & Gangopadhyaya, 2016) and this means that the young and healthy were more than four times likely to get insurance than the elderly. In this sense, the profitability goal of insurance is still intact and, therefore, their opposition is unjustified.   
Recommend at least one amendment to the bill in support of your position.
A major recommendation for amendment that I would make regards the prescriptive drugs, an aspect that is insufficiently addressed in the ACA. Patients continue to grapple with high pricing of drugs with the insurance companies gaining from the same as they negotiate for low-priced drugs yet the consumer gets no one to negotiate on his or her behalf. In this light, the consumers are still being highly exploited as private insurers take a small share of the cost of drugs and leave the rest to the consumer whose formula aligns with the market price while that of the insurance relies on negotiations with pharmaceuticals and manufacturers (Branning & Vater, 2016).
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