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Hello Kelly, I reveled in reading your brilliant post on this week’s discussion. I concur that public opinion is one of the noteworthy factors in policymaking and design. In addition, public opinion exerts both positive and negative influence. As such, it sets parameters within which policymakers ought to function during the policymaking processes (Dennison & Vrânceanu, 2021). Politicians often aim to placate the public by reckoning with their views and making informed decisions based on the popularity of public opinion. Therefore, the influence of this type of public opinion is positive. On the other hand, when public opinion is utilized to manipulate people it has a negative effect on the public. For instance, politicians can utilize public opinion to only voice their policies through slogans that are only appealing to the public for their own gains (Khan, 2020). It is noteworthy to note that the public tends to base their opinion and take cues from sources they trust like political leaders to establish their opinions on a plethora of issues. In the case of immigration, prompting may take part in mass polarization. As such, when public opinion favors immigration policies, the general public faces fewer threats (Dennison & Vrânceanu, 2021). However, anti-immigration public opinion is often a result of people becoming more perturbed and cautious regarding key societal modifications.
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