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Professional Association Membership
Professional nursing organizations and associations are paramount in the nursing practice as they enhance the generation of energy and flow of ideas needed in establishing and maintaining a healthy profession that advocates for the needs of their clients and the nurses. Professional nursing organizations, including the American Nurses Association, are tasked with improving the working environment and laying a foundation for providing high-quality patient care services that result in positive outcomes. Professional nursing organizations enhance the quality of care services by developing and awarding certification to qualifying nurses, who in turn strive to provide safe, high-quality patient care services. Additionally, nursing professional organizations promote continued nursing education and engage in legislative advocacy that influences the laws governing nursing (Lewinski & Simmons, 2018). In this light, this paper seeks to explore the importance of professional associations in nursing by selecting one professional nursing organization. The paper will describe the selected organization and examine its significance to nurses in that specialty. It will also examine why networking is paramount for a nurse in this specialty field and how this organization creates networking opportunities. The paper also examines how the organization keeps its members informed of healthcare changes and practice changes that affect the specialty area and the opportunities the organization provides for continuing education and professional development. 
Description of the Organization
The Academy of Medical-Surgical Nurses (AMSN) is a professional nursing organization that serves the interests of medical-surgical nurses. This professional organization offers numerous benefits to the nurses in this specialty, including career progression opportunities and networking opportunities. The AMSN organization has a total membership of approximately 13,000 medical-surgical nurses. This organization's mission is promoting its members' excellence, while its vision enables its members to utilize proactive actions and voice in improving the delivery of care (AMSN, n.d). As such, this organization works towards bettering its members' personal and professional development and growth. The AMSN creates a connection platform for medical-surgical nurses and offers collaborative bargaining power to empower them and enhance the quality of their working terms and environment. The organization also offers its members the resources they require for career progression and development, as they work towards delivering safe, high-quality care services to their clients. 
Numerous members of the AMSN leap from being members of this noble organization, including offering them unlimited access to different evidence-based research resources, including journals (AMSN, n.d). This access allows medical-surgical nurses to hone their skills to improve their performance. With improved access to evidence-based peer-reviewed articles, medical-surgical nurses sharpen their skills and abilities to deliver quality care services that efficiently address patient health needs. Additionally, being a member of the AMSN organization benefits from a free subscription to the local AMSN chapters and MedSurg Matters Magazine (AMSN, n.d). The AMSN also offers its members grants and scholarship programs that facilitate their education and career progression. 
Importance of Networking in This Specialty Field and Networking Opportunities for Members
Irrespective of the organization, networking is a vital tool in the nursing profession as it facilitates sharing of nursing skills, besides offering mentorship and advocacy opportunities for the nurses. The AMSN offers its members the opportunity to network with other members and other stakeholders involved in the provision and consumption of nursing services. Networking is significant for nurses in this specialty as it enables them to hone their skills and become better care providers and advocates (Health eCareers, 2022). Besides, networking in this specialty offers them the chance to collaboratively examine the challenges facing this specialty and develop strategies for overcoming them and achieving the roles and expectations charged with it. This organization has created networking opportunities for its members by creating networks with other organizations to reduce the challenges facing this organization, including burnout, anxiety, and other issues that undermine their profession. Besides, the AMSN hold an annual convention that offers the nurses opportunities for networking and exchanging ideas. 
Informing the Members of Health Care Changes and Changes to Practice
The AMSN adopts several strategies in informing their members of the health care changes and other changes to practice that affect their specialty. The first strategy utilized is the AMSN Blog, which offers the members new evidence to support their practice. The Med-Surg Magazine is also another way that the members of the medical-surgical nurses learn about the leadership issues and innovations that affects their areas of practice. Besides, the AMSN hold an annual convention that offers the nurses opportunities for networking and exchanging ideas. During the annual convention, the members are informed of the field's new developments and other changes that may affect their practice. 
Opportunities for Continuing Education and Professional Development.
The AMSN's mission is to promote the excellence of its members by enhancing the continuity of education and promoting development. As such, there are different strategies that this organization adopts in promoting the professional development of medical-surgical nurses, including organizing activities and conventions that are geared towards facilitating this purpose. Besides holding conventions, the AMSN offers its members grants and scholarships that enable them to enroll for higher degrees, which comes in handy with more knowledge and training, resulting in better performance. Access to the journal containing evidence-based information offers medical-surgical nurses the opportunity to develop and sharpen their evidence-based skills, positively impacting their performance.
In conclusion, the AMSN is a professional medical-surgical nurses organization designed to promote the growth and development of nurses in this specialty. Through the different strategies, including holding an annual convention and access to evidence-based journals, medical-surgical nurses get the opportunity to improve their educational and professional skills. The networking also facilitates skills acquisition, empowerment and provision of better patient-care services. 
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