
 

Updated 8/31/2018 

EBP Paper Guided Discussion (50 points) 
 
Purpose: To assess ability to appraise statistical evidence and use quantitative reasoning to examine clinical 
problems in evidence based practice. (Objectives 1 – 3). 
 
Due date: Pairs will sign up for a virtual presentation  
 
Submit: During the assigned week  
 
This assignment is an opportunity for students to collaborate with classmates and instructors in appraising 
statistical evidence. The goal of the assignment is to allow students to demonstrate their ability to use the CER 
approach to appraise statistical evidence presented in a journal article and guide their classmates in a discussion 
about the article.  This assignment also provides students with the opportunity to practice using AdobeConnect 
to present and facilitate discussions in preparation for their CSP presentations. 
 
Before beginning the assignment, students should carefully read the Robinson (2001) and Cohn et al. (2009) 
articles.  
 
At immersion, students will select a partner and together the teams will select a week to lead a discussion and 
select an article (from the list provided) they wish to discuss (one team per article).  Teams must locate the 
journal article using the Chapman Leatherby Libraries databases or similar academic resources. 
 
Prior to their scheduled week, the team will meet (virtually or in person) to appraise the statistical evidence 
presented in the journal article. Critical appraisal of statistical evidence can be seen as a three-step process: 
identifying the claim, listing the evidence provided to support the claim, and deciding whether the evidence 
credibly supports the claim. This approach to scientific inquiry is sometimes called Claim, Evidence, Reasoning 
(CER).  
 
Teams will then plan a guided discussion to cover the areas listed below.  This discussion should be led without 
a formal PowerPoint.  Visuals may be used to highlight specific text, images, or tables from the article.  These 
visuals must be provided in Word, PPT, or PDF format to the instructor prior to the presentation for upload to 
AdobeConnect.  Presentations should not be read off of a script but should be lead as a discussion. 
 
Teams will then lead a guided discussion of the article in which they engage their classmates on the topic and 
create opportunities for interaction.  The students who are not presenting are required to familiarize themselves 
with the article prior to the virtual meeting. 
 
All teams must make sure their microphones are fully working at the time of the presentation.  All team 
members must present for full credit. 
  



 

 

 
Guiding questions: 

1. What is the sample? 
a. Describe the sample. 
b. Explain the population. 
c. How was the sample selected? 

2. What is/are the claim(s) of the article? 
a. State the claim(s). 
b. List the statistical evidence provided in the article to support the claim. 
c. Explain why the evidence supports or fails to support the claim. 
d. What are the limitations 
e. What conclusions can you draw? 

 
An optional template has been provided in Blackboard to organize the presentation. 
 
Following the presentation, one partner should upload notes or a copy of the visuals so that a grade may be 
assigned. 
 
Be sure to sign up in Blackboard for the appropriate team.  
  



 

 

The EBP Paper Guided Discussion assignment will be graded with the following rubric: 
 

 Exemplary 4 Proficient 3 Developing 2 Emerging 1 
Team 
collaboration  
(2.5) 

Team clearly 
demonstrates 
extensive 
collaborative 
effort in applying 
the CER approach 

Team 
demonstrates 
adequate 
collaborative 
effort in applying 
the CER approach 

Team 
demonstrates 
minimal 
collaborative 
effort  

Team did not 
demonstrate 
collaborative 
effort  

Statistical 
Inference  
(5) 

Quantitative 
evidence 
discussed and 
explained in 
accurately and 
appropriately  

Quantitative 
evidence 
discussed and 
explained  

Quantitative 
evidence poorly 
explained 

Quantitative 
evidence not 
explained 

CER Approach 
(2.5) 

Insightful, clear,  
and thorough use 
of CER approach 
evident in oral 
presentation 

Adequate use of 
CER approach 
evident in oral 
presentation 

Attempt to use 
CER approach in 
oral presentation 

CER approach 
not used in oral 
presentation 

Conclusions 
(2.5) 

Team synthesizes 
data to provide  
clearly appropriate 
conclusions 

Team provides 
clear conclusions 

Team provides 
poorly explained 
conclusions 

Team does not 
provide 
conclusions 
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