Also, please take a moment to review this handy table to show what things we've covered in the class relates to each part of the methodology paper.  We've been practicing the skills required, so the paper should seem familiar.  Remember: Don't over-complicate!	Comment by Me: A review can boost (which?)
1. Make sure you are paying attention to APA format for your paper (APA Chapter 2).  Titles and headers should be in APA format. You should follow the guidelines for the Student Paper in the APA 7th Edition Handbook.  Page 30 goes over the required elements.  For this paper you are required to have an abstract and page numbers, but you should not have a running head or an author note.
2. Heading levels are discussed on page 47, APA 2.27.  Table 2.3 indicates how each level should be formatted and Figure 2.5 provides an example.
3. In this week's virtual meeting we'll talk about how each of the Analysis Assignments and the Data Collection Plan paper prepared you for completing this assignment.  We have practiced almost every component in the methodology paper. Writing the paper will be much easier if you use the feedback from these assignments as you apply what you have done before in a new context -- what you practiced in more structured assignments to your own work (in learning theory we call this "transfer of learning").  This process also requires you to move beyond the lower-order thinking skills of remembering and understanding to the higher order thinking skills of applying, synthesizing, and creating.  Here is a little matrix that may help you with this.  Remember, you are not just duplicating what was done before, but rather taking what you learned in those prior assignments and transferring that learning to a new context. I’ve also included the updated APA 7th Edition References to update the instructions.  Table 3.1 is a useful guide for the elements in each section.
	What is required
	 APA Reference
	What it is similar to from this class…
	Tips

	Title Page
	APA 2.3 (Student)
APA 2.4, 2.5, 2.6
	 
	 

	Abstract
	APA 2.9 (Required) Use paragraph format not structured.
APA 3.3 (Empirical Article)
	 
	Abstract should be SHORT. Write it after the rest of your paper and summarize what is in the paper. The abstract is NOT an introduction.

	Overview
	APA 3.4 (Introduction - Quantitative)
	· Data Collection Plan: Problem
· Data Collection Plan: Evidence
· Data Collection Plan: Reasoning
	Keep this short and to the point.
Paragraph 1: Overview of the problem (e.g. What is the problem you are addressing and why should we care?)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Paragraph 2: Evidence article empirical statements with statistics in paragraph format (e.g. What relevant prior work is there?)
Paragraph 3: Reasoning explaining what the similarities are in the evidence articles that relate to your CLAIM
(Note: Evidence and reasoning come before purpose statement, tie it together in essay format to help your readers get from the problem to the claim you are making)

	Purpose Statement
	APA 3.4 (Introduction- Quantitative)
	· Data Collection Plan: Claim (NOT your PICOt)
(e.g., your empirical statement turned into a question. No results here because
	Simple 2 sentence purpose statement:  The purpose of this scholarly project is… . To evaluate the success of this project, I ask the following research question: …
Remember that the purpose of your project is to have a clinical impact it is not to evaluate, to research, to investigate, or to study.

	Data
	 
	 
	 

	Population
	APA 3.6
	· Data Collection Plan: Sample (population)
(What larger group are you drawing your participants from? What group can you generalize to?
	You need to describe the setting that you will be drawing the sample from. Tell us who the people are in the broader population that you can generalize to. 
Population and sample are NOT the same. Do not combine these sections.

	Sample
	APA 3.6 (Participant Characteristics, Sampling Procedures, Sample Size)
APA 3.7 (Participant Flow, Recruitment)
	· Data Collection Plan: Sample (sample)
Analysis 1, 2, 3: Sample
	This is where you include an overview of the sample an a few of the descriptive sentences like we’ve been practicing in the Analysis assignments. This is where you need your table of descriptive statistics referenced in text (the table goes at the end) to describe the sample.

	Instrumentation
	APA 3.6 (Quality of Measurements)
	· 
· 
· Only required if you are using a validated instrument for your outcome variable.
	If you do include an instrument make sure you discuss the validity and reliability of the instrument and cite the prior research.

	Data Collection
	APA 3.6 (Data Collection)
	· Data Collection Plan: Timeline
	This is what you should have been preparing for in the Data Collection Plan assignment. You need to include the steps needed to collect the data. This is not about the sample or the intervention, but how you will get the data (collect from participants, from an EMR, explain).

	Variables
	APA 3.6 (Measures and Covariates)
	· Analysis 1, 2: Analysis (explain…)
(Bulleted is okay, should be same thing we did in the analysis assignments – EXPLAIN)
	This is exactly the same as the “explain the variables” in Analysis 1 and 2. Bullet points with a 1 sentence introduction is fine.

	Research Design
	APA 3.6 (Research Design, Experimental Manipulations or Interventions)
	· Data Collection Plan: Timeline
	This is where you describe the kind of study you are going to do, but also this is where you describe the intervention that you are proposing – the process, what it does, how it works.
You need to be as detailed as possible in terms of how the intervention will work.

	Results
	 
	 
	 

	Analysis
	APA 3.6 (Data diagnosis, Analytic strategies)
APA 3.7 (Baseline Analysis, Statistics and Data Analysis)
	· Analysis 1, 2, 3: Analysis & Summary
	Don’t forget to analyze your sample, provide sample size and basic descriptive statistics – that will be a repeat, but it puts the analysis all into one place. Don’t forget your assumptions – if they are violated they may be a limitation too…

	Discussion
	 
	 
	 

	Conclusions
	APA 3.8
	· Analysis 1, 2, 3: Analysis & Summary
	You need to re-state statistical significance here and explain the clinical significance.

	Limitations
	APA 3.8 (Limitations and Strengths)
APA 3.7 (Adverse Events)
	· Analysis 1, 2, 3: Analysis (don’t forget assumptions)
	Remember: if you say something is a limitation, explain why.  Don’t forget the assumptions.

	Significance and Implications
	APA 3.8 (Study Implications)
	· Data Collection Plan: Implications
	(This should be the SO WHAT question – why do we care if your project is successful?)

	References
	Chapter 9
	 
	 

	Tables & Figures
	Chapter 7
	· Analysis 1, 2, 3: Tables
	Just update the tables we’ve already done using the feedback from your analysis assignments. You should have examples for every type of table you need…


 

