Short Answer Questions
1. 
In both texts, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and The Great Mirror of Boy Love the use of changing seasons and new year references have been used as a narrative device. A quick comparison on the use of changing seasons indicates that In the chivalric poetry “Sir Gawain and the Green Knight”, the author uses the new year reference to develop the literary effect of end rhyme. This is evident from various lines in part two, such as “Now this first venture fair, befell in the new year; To Arthur, who such feats was even fain to hear.” (Borroff et al, Pg. 18), and also the lines “Fall fair upon the field, the flowers all unfold; the grass and e’en the groves all green ye may behold” The words “year” and “hear” create an ending rhyme just like the words unfold and behold. 
However, in the text “The Great Mirror of Boy Love”, the author uses the changing seasons to help further the plot. This is evident when he states “Fall and winter passed with the matter still weighing on his mind. A new year dawned and, with spring, the snow on the hills melted to reveal evergreens beneath. (Napier et al, Pg. 80)” This shows how the time that passed while Tannosuke was still trying to identify the mystery man that left the note. The new year reference has been used in a similar manner by both authors, the Gawain-poet and Saikaku to develop and further the plot. The Gawain poet uses the new year to indicate the beginning of the first venture. In his book, Saikaku uses the new year reference to show the time that passed.
2. 
Fatima would not support most of Capellanus’s Treatise on Courtly Love as from the text it’s clear that she is a strong independent warrior woman who is not fond of being very submissive. She makes firm decisions and considers herself equal to all other people despite their genders. In her own words, she claimed that “She does not seek intimacy with men as God did not intend for her to be hidden away” (Magidow, pg.19). She claims “She likes to fight and is accustomed to swords and spears, not women’s quarters” Some of the elements of courtly love she would accept are; one; No one should be deprived of love without a valid reason as she was a firm believer in justice. She would also support the idea that love can deny nothing to love. However, there are certain elements that she would be strongly opposed to like, “a lover is always fearful” (Kelly). Since she was a courageous warrior woman she did not accept the concept of fear. Another element would be the element that every action a lover takes is driven by the thought of his beloved as her actions were driven by equality and justice for all regardless of gender.

Short Essay Question
In literature texts involving famous heroes, the main protagonist in the story faces tough challenges many of which are brought upon them by the antagonists. This is mainly due to the evil motives that they hold against the main characters in the story. In the book “Epic of Sundiata” the main character Sundiata faces such challenges as the villains try to go against the prophecy made prior to his birth and prevent him from taking over the throne. In this epic tale about the rise of the Mali kingdom, the author describes the villain Sassouma Bérété as being jealous of Sundiata as she wanted her own son to inherit the throne (Pasachoff). The author states that “She would go straight home and burst into a diabolical laughter which a jealous woman knows how to use so well” (Pasachoff, pg. 7) She is also described as being malicious. 
This is evident when she spreads malicious rumors to discredit and mock Sogolon and her son. In addition, the author describes her as “the malicious Sassouma” (Pasachoff, Pg. 5) when Sogolon Kedjou went to her begging for a little baobab leaf. She greatly rejoiced at Sogolon djata’s infirmities and mocked her son for his inability to walk, converse and interact with others. The author also ascribes a character of wickedness as he describes her as “The wicked queen mother…” (Pasachoff, Pg. 5). The villain is also very hateful as the author describes Sogolon Kedjou’s reaction where she wondered how hate could be so strong in a human being (Pasachoff, Pg. 6) following the baobab leaf encounter. Other descriptions that the author also uses include fearful, proud, and vengeful.
Comparing the villains in the Epic of Sundiata and the villains in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight? We find there is a huge resemblance portrayed in their characteristics and actions. We first notice the villain’s bare ill intentions towards the protagonists. They are determined to see them fail and lose to an extent of planning assassinations for them. In the Epic of Sundiata, the queen mother plotted against Sogolon’s family which prompts her to flee and leave Niani (Pasachoff). From the poem by Gawain-poet Morgan Le Fay in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is also determined to see Sir Gawain fail to uphold his Christian values. Another resemblance between the villains is the characteristic of manipulation. The villains in both cases are also very scornful whereas, in the tale of Sundiata, the queen mother repeatedly scorns Sogolon and even makes a public show of her miseries. The Gawain-poet describes the green knight as being scornful when he keeps referring to him as “Boy” (Borroff et al, Pg. 4).
Taking both texts into consideration we find that the villain attribute is gender-based. The main antagonists are women that is Morgan Le Fay, an enchantress that changed sir Berckilak into the green knight in the poem Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and Sassouma Bérété who was the first wife of the king Maghan Kon Fatta in the Epic of Sundiata (Pasachoff). Villainy is also linked to family dynamics in both texts. In the poem Sir Gawain and the Green knight, we find that sir Gawain found himself being tempted by sir Berckilak and his wife. The wife repeatedly seduced him but he resisted certifying that he was willing to restrain his desires to uphold his Christian values being a Christian knight (Borroff et al). Sundiata on the other hand saw his family persecuted and segregated after his father, the king died by the queen mother’s family. In both instances, the families collaborated to discredit the protagonists. 
The villainy in these texts shows us that humanity has an evil side to it which is revealed when people are put in certain situations where they have to accept that others can be better than they are. In both texts, the antagonists are consumed by envy and wickedness for the protagonists as they do not accept the fact that the protagonists are fated to succeed. In Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Morgan Le Fay is consumed with the idea that King Arthurs knights of the round table are noble and always uphold their virtues. In the Epic of Sundiata, we see that the queen mother does not accept that Sogolon’s son is fated to become queen and does everything she can to make them lose hope of the prophecy coming true.
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