Prescription Writing Response to Maria Grath
Hello Maria, thanks for sharing an informative response to this week’s discussion post on prescription writing. Working within the healthcare setting gives one an opportunity to experience first-hand how mistakes can occur due to slightest omissions or errors during the care provision processes. I agree with you that it is significant to consider the strategies that can be implemented to ensure safe prescription and safe care services to all clients. Continued provision of refresher courses such as the basics of medication prescription including right medication, right route, right patient, right dose and right time can be significant in ensuring that all healthcare providers take into account interruptions and critical thinking when administering or prescribing medication (Wagner, 2022). Exploring the scope of practice is significant in learning the different areas of prescription including prescription that the nurse providers are permitted to and those they are restricted from performing. It was educative going through your discovery of the prescriptive authority of the nurses in both the State of New Jersey and Maine. You mentioned that in the state of New Jersey practitioners tends to practice dependent on physicians and thus cannot independently prescribe the controlled substances to their patients without the consent of the collaborating physician. 
While exploring on the prescriptive authority, I was fascinated to learn how many states are working towards allowing the nurse practitioners to provide care services independently. You mentioned that in Maine a nurse practitioner may prescribe without the authorization of a physician when they are registered with the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (NCSL Scope of Practice Policy). Similarly, in the state of Maryland the nurse practitioners are given the leeway of practicing independently following meeting the independent practice requirements. Specifically, I upon examining the prescriptive authority in the state of Maryland, I noted that nurse practitioners in are expected to engage in a collaborative practice for one and half years with a nurse practitioner or a physician with full practice authority (NCSL, n.d.). Going through your prescription was educative as you gave some highlights of the key things that should be included in a prescription. 
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Hello Barbara, it was both intriguing and educative reading your response to this week’s discussion post on prescription writing. You mentioned that while exploring the course materials you were able to examine the relationship between eh federal law and prescription. Specifically, you noted that Drug Quality Safety and Security Act which was enacted in 2013 (Woo & Robinson, 2020), is one of the federal laws governing the process of prescription. The process of care provision is fundamental as it enables patients to recovery from the different health concerns they might be ailing from. As such, the process of assessing and diagnosing, and recommending the appropriate medication should follow a systematic and though examination process to enhance the patient safety. The introduction of this week’s discussion post noted that there are numerous deaths, and safety issues that tend to be recorded in the healthcare facilities each year. I agree with you that patient education and appropriate follow-up after a medication has been prescribed is important as well by either a follow-up appointment, or phone call (Woo & Robinson, 2020). 
Besides the provision of patient education and the follow-up appointment services, it is paramount to consider how healthcare providers can be equipped with refresher courses regarding prescription writing. One of the basic recommendations for safe and appropriate prescription include the right patient, the right drug, the right time, the right dose, and the right route (Wagner, 2022). The provision of the standardized procedures in care provision including the ‘five rights’ is significant in ensuring provision of safe and high-quality care services free of medication errors. In efforts of preventing medication errors, it is also significant for the healthcare providers to ensure that they refrain from using abbreviations when writing a prescription as this may be misread (Woo & Robinson, 2020). As noted, prescription writing forms part of the integral of care process and patient safety, and thus including all the essential prescription components is significant. Your prescription example was educative and payed emphasis on all the essential components that should be included in a prescription. Thanks for an educative post!
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